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End of the male breadwinner 


By Anthony Bevins 
and Diane Coyle 

MINISTERS are to break one of the 
most patronising foundation stones 
f of the welfare state, the idea of the 
^ • male “breadwinner”, by giving un- 
employed partners equality in the 
hunt for jobs. 

With the Cabinet due to ap- 
prove the Green Paper on welfare 
reform today, for publication next 
week, Harriet Ha rman, the Secretary 
of State for Social Security, put the 
new drive for equality into context 
last night when she told a conference 
of academics at York University: 


“Key factors taken for granted In 
post-war society cannot be taken for 
granted in the 1990s. 

“In the days of Attlee and Bev- 
eridge. male employment was the 
norm. When Beveridge set out his 
plans for the welfare state, he did so 
on the basis that most women gave 
up 'gainful occupation' when they got 
married and undertook instead ‘to 
perform vital unpaid service’." 

Ms Harman quoted the Bev- 
eridge view: "In the next 30 years, 
housewives and mothers have vital 
work to do in ensuring the adequate 
continuance of the British race.” 

She added: “Tbday, in most quar- 


tets at any rate, we have moved era, . 
Our goal is employability for men 
and women." 

Yesterday, on the markets, the 
pound soared to a nine-year high in 
reaction to the Budget - to the hor- 
ror of exporters. The financial mar- 
kets concluded that the Chancellor 
had left it to the Bank of England 
to steer the economy by raising 
interest rales again, and sent the level 
of sterling op in anticipation of this 
move. Figures suggesting the decline 
in unemployment is slowing were 
shrugged off. 

Mr Brown insisted that he had 
done enough to squeeze growth, say- 


ing his measures added up to a tough 
fiscal policy with £17bn being taken 
out of the economy over two years. 
"I don’t think anyone ran say that’s 
anything other than a tough stance," 
he said. 

If the currency markets reflected 
disappointment with the Budget, in- 
vestors exprcsed their delight by tak- 
ing share prices to a new record The 
FTSE-100 index climbed 69-points 
to 5,903.6. 

The first step toward equality for 
the female breadwinner was taken 
by Gordon Brawn in Tuesday's Bud- 
get, with a little-noticed decision to 
include about 10,000 women - child- 


less, under-25 partners of unem- 
ployed men -in the New Deal pro- 
gramme, under which people 
refusing job or training offers fece 
benefit penalties. 

But the Chancellor also an- 
nounced that an estimated 250,000 
predominantly female partners of un- 
employed Jobseekers Allowance 
claimants, 95 per cent of whom are 
: male “breadwinners", are to be of- 
fered their first chance of joining foe 
welfare-to-work programmes. 

■ Mr Brown has allocated £60m 
from the windfall tax to ensure that 
all over-25 unemployed “partners” 
of unemployed claimants "receive 


the help they need to get back to 
.work.'' 

That view was reflected in this 
week’s pre-Budget report on The 
Modernisation of Britain's Tax and 
Benefit System by Martin Thylor, 
chief executive of Barclays Bank, who 
reported to the Chancellor that the 
implicit presumption of the benefits 
system was that “partners of unem- 
ployed people cannot or do not want 
to work”. ■■■ • 

“The existing rules seem to be left 
ewer from the days when it was as- 
sumed that all men worked and their 
wives -did not. Tbday, when 47 per 
cent of employees are women, ba- 


sic benefit policy on such a notion 
is, to say the least, inappropriate.” 
The Chancellor’s announcement 
oh -opportunities for the unem- 
ployed partners of unemployed 
daimants- raged by Mr Thylor -was 
the first step in cracking that inbuilt 
attitude. 

There was a broad welcome for 
the detailed Budget measures to en- 
courage small businesses and in- 
. vestment. Mr Brown also won praise 
for the reforms to tax and benefits 
designed to make sure that work pays 
for those on low incomes. 

B udge t Aftermath, pages 6 fe 7; 

City and Business, page 23 


NHS waiting 
lists to be cut 
by 100,000 
within a year 


By Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editcr 

j . HOSPITAL waiting lists will be 
* cut by 100,000 within a year, the 
biggest reduction in the histo- 
rv of the NHS, Frank Dobson, 
Secretary of State for Health, 
said yesterday. 

The pledge, which will be dif- 
ficult to achieve, will mean the 
biggest-cver increase in the 
number of operations, and will 
require hospitals to cany out 
surgery seven days a week The 



On the line: Frank Dobson 

drive could also trigger a polit- 
ically embarrassing boom for 
the private sector in areas where 
the health service cannot cope. 

Throwing down the gauntlet 
to the NHS and putting his po- 
litical future on the line. Mr Dob- 
son said £320m of the extra 
£5fiilm for the NHS announced 
in Tuesday’s budget would be de- 
voted to cutting wailing lists in 
England which at the last count 
in December topped 1.26 mil- 
jllon. 100,000 higher than at the 
election, and rising. 

"By .April next year, I expect 
hospital waiting lias in England 

i i'p be shorter than the I. In mil- 
lion record level we inherited 

from the previous government. 

Thai’s the target," he said. 

: Delivering this target would 


go half way towards meeting one 
of Labour’s five key election 
pledges - to cut waiting lists by 
10(1000 below the level at which 
they stood ai the lime of the 
election in May last year. It 
would be achieved by a mixture 
of carrot and slick, Mr Dobson 
said “There will be rewards for 
[health authorities and trusts] 
who meet their targets and 
sanctions for those who do not." 

The NHS Confederation 
said the extra money was wel- 
come but solved only part of the 
problem. The other part was 
finding the spare capacity in an 
already overstretched NHS. 

Stephen Thornton, chief ex- 
ecutive, said: "I would imagine 
a number of health authorities 
will find the best way to get the 
lists down will be to commission 
work in the private sector ... We 
have got to be careful to gel val- 
ue for money because in the 
mad rush for operations prices 
could rise.” 

Mr Thornton said that, 
viewed strictly in terms of health 
gain , spending to cut wailing 
lists was probably not the best 
use to which the money could 
be put. “But the government has 
come in with a political imper- 
ative to cut waiting lists. That 
is the political reality and we are 
not complaining about iL" 

The British Medical Asso- 
ciation said a focus on waiting 
lists couid mean that patients 
with minor conditions were 
treated sooner than those with 
more urgent ones. 

James Johnson, chairman of 
the BMAs consul I ants commit- 
tee, said: “We do not want to see 
people wailing unacceptably 
long times in pain and distress. 
But we want a broader, more so- 
phisticated look at the problem 
than simply taking patients off 
the end of the queue." 


Fans get shirty as Newcastle bosses repent 



Britain's radioactive lobsters upset Norway 


ftr Fran Abram* 

Eblitiij Correspondent 

flUCLEAR waste from Selin- 
field is polluting Scandinavian 
W«^shriEflpsa ndinussi:ls5oa 
miles away, Nordic ministers 
teve told tite British government. 
. In an official complaint to 
Michel Mcstcher, the environ- 
ment minister, they say human 
-teal tii and the environment 
6$uldbe at re* from a 50-fold 
increase in s° me discharges 
over j as t four years- 

Their joint demand For cuts 
io discharge*. already rejected 


by Mr Mcacher, follows similar 
complaints from the Irish gov- 
ernment. It also follows a cull 
last month of seagulls and 
pigeons in the Sellafield area 
after their droppings were 
found to be radioactive. 

Some of the heaviest con- 
centrations found during in- 
vestigations by the Norwegian 
Radiological Protection Board 
were in the claw and tail mus- 
cle of lobsters, parts which are 
usually eaten. However, much 
higher levels of radiation are 
allowed iu British seafood. 

The details were revealed in 


a written Parliamentary answer 
to Llew Smith, Labour MP for 
Blaenau Gwent, who has been 
campaigning on the issue. 

Anna Lindh, chair of the 
Nordic Council of Environ- 
ment Ministers and environ- 
ment minister for Sweden, told 
Mr Meacher in a formal letter 
that the discharges were pol- 
luting some of the world's most 
valuable fishing grounds. 
Changes under consultation in 
Britain could result in even 
higher discharge levels from 
Sellafield, she said. 

According to the Norwe- 


gian report, liquid discharges of 
a substance called Technetium- 
99 have increased to 50 times 
their 1994 level, while remain- 
ing well inside British safety lev- 
els. In the early 1990s, the waste 
was held back while a new pro- 
cessing plant was completed. 

Ms Lindh's letter railed for 
the discharges to be stopped. 
“The Nordic countries will 
dosely follow the development 
of this issue.” it said. 

Mr Meacherrepiied that die 
dkehar^swerenot radkjfeigjcally ’ 
significant either to humans or 
to other species. .Hie proposed 


changes would actually lead to a 
cut in the levels rather than an 
increase, he said. 

“I share the concern of the 
Nordic countries for protection 
of the marine environment. 
While I appreciate that the de- 
tection of any levels of radio- 
activity can give rise to concern, 
and there is never room for 
complacency, it is important to 
consider the radioiogiral impact 
The UK is rigorous in adhering 
to all of the international com- 
mitments which it enters into in 
the field of environmental ra- 
dioactivity," he said. 


Skull discovery shows that birds 
are descended from dinosaurs 


United in anger: Newcastle ten Stephen Cockbum showing off the shirt he was planning to 
wear to last nigh1& match against Crystal Palace Soccer shame, page 3 Photograph: W31 Waflcer 


By Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

TWO KEY pieces of evidence 
have emerged indicating that 
birds really are descended 
from dinosaurs. 

The discovery of skulls of 
animals about the size of 
turkeys which lived 70 milli on 
years ago in what is now the 
Gobi Desert provided one key; 
the other was in Madagascar 
where archaeologists found a 
65-millioo-year old fossil of a 
raven-steed bird with dinosaur- 
like features. 

Although the public has 
generally thought that fossil 
skeletons such as the famous 
Archaeopteryx, a 140-million- 
year oid u diirosaHr with wings”, 
provided incontrovertible proof 
that birds evolved from di- 
nosaurs, palaeontologists have 
been less snre- 

In recent years, they have 
suggested that birds and di- 
nosaurs evolved separately. 


Today’s news 


Genetics in a can 

A GOVERNMENT panel is 
today expected to approve a 
genetically engineered version 
of tinned tomatoes. Page 3 

Regional aid loss 

SOME OF the poorest regions 
in the UK reacted with dismay 
yesterday at the prospect of los- 
ing hundreds of millions of 
grounds in a shake up of the EU 
aid programme. Page 12 

Jail beatings 

REPORTS that inmates at a jail 
have been systematically beat- 
en by a group of about 20 prison 
officers are to be investigated 
in a major inquiry. Page 2 

Cook’s tour 

SHRUGGING off his appar- 
ent snub by Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu, Robin Cbok has been 
trying to build confidence with 
Syria and Lebanon. Page 14 


Paedophile ruling 

THE whereabouts of pae- 
dophiles after they are released 
from prison can be revealed to 
the public, the Court of Appeal 
has ruled Page 10 


Clinton setback 

THE release of letters allegedly 
sent by Kathleen Willey to 
President Clinton appeared to 
have backfired Page 15 


and that the cold-blooded Ar- 
chaeopteryx, might have been 
an accident of evolution that 
later disappeared. Meanwhile, 
the warm-blooded ancestors of 
birds would have evolved sep- 
aratelxsarvmngthe a dHiosaur 
killer” asteroid which hit the 
Earth 65 million years ago to 
become the feathered anhnaia 
we know today : 

But the findmgs in the Gobi 
Desert of Mongolia were of 
turkey-sized animals which 
walked on two legs, and had a 
number of bird-Ufce features. 
Yet they also had dinosaur 
features: long necks and tails, 
and— unfike any bind Hving to- 
day -stubby forearms that end- 
ed in a single, blunt daw. 

Reporting today in the sci- 
ence journal Nature, Luis Chi- 
appe and researchers from the 
American Museum of Natural 
History, New Ttbrh, and Gorge 
Washington University Wash- 
ington DC, say the fossils re- 
vealed an important physical 


characteristic normally seen 
only in birds. The animals were 
capable of “prokinesis'" - flu 
movement of the snout up and 
down independently from the 
rest of the sknfl. Hns allowed 
the creature to open its mouth 
wide to eat large food items, and 
is considered an advanced 
characteristic of birds. >v Iliese 
strange creatures were actual- 
ly early birds,” the team said. 

That in itself suggests that 
such an ability arose early iu 
hhflcrahrfhm -and that it hap- 
pened in the time of the di- 
nosaurs. 

Hie second plank of evi- 
dence is reported tomorrow in 
the journal Science. A team led 
by Catherine Forster of the 
State University of New lfiirk 
found fossfis of a type new be- 
fore seen, including wing bones 
of a bird, bat also a long tail 
and “a huge, sickle-shaped 
killing daw” that resemble 
such features in meat-eating 
theropod dinosaurs. 
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Public 
rail firm 
mooted 
by MPs 


Carey’s flight of fancy takes him closer to the heavens 



By Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Comaspondenl 


THE GOVERNMENT should 
consider taking a stake in Rafl- 
Lrack if it fails to deliver a 
modem and efficient railway 
system, according to a report by 
a powerful all-parw committee 
of MPs. 

The remarkable conclusion 
was pushed by the 11 Labour 
members of the committee - 
and accepted reluctantly by the 
four Tory MPs on the transport 
select committee. 

Nationalisation of Rail track, 
the company that owns the na- 
tion's stations and tracks, re- 
mains an aim for many of the 
Labour faithful. 

Taking stake in the compa- 
ny was also proposed when se- 
nior executives met ministers to 
discuss the privatisation of the 
Tube. The idea was in return for 
a .shareholding. Rail track would 
inject capital into the network 
- but the scheme was rejected. 

The report also proposed a 
radical reform of the way the pri- 
vatised railways are regulated to 
give passengers more power, 
better services and safer trains. 

ft concluded that (he sell-off 
of the old nationalised system 
was a disappointment. "It is 
dear that the privatised pas- 
senger railway has not yet per- 
formed significantly better than 
British Rail," the committee 
said. 

“We arc disappointed that 
the train operators* perfor- 
mance has shown no general im- 
provement over the last year, 
and on half of routes has actu- 
ally declined. 

A safety authority should be 
set up to oversee the scrapping 
of old, slam-door trains and the 
introduction of new train safe- 
ty measures, said the commit- 
tee. Passenger watchdog groups 
should be made much more 
powerful and have at least one 
representative on the Govern- 
ment’s proposed Strategic Rail 
Authority. 

But Eric Pickles, the Tory 
leader on the committee, pre- 
ferred to concentrate on the 
“successes" of private operators 
adding: “This has seen a rise in 
passenger numbers." 




High-flyer: The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr George Carey, taking to the sides in a Harrier jump^et during a visit to RAF Wittering in 
Cambridgeshire, yesterday. Travelling at up to SOQmph, the Archbishop, who is head of RAF chaplains, flew an hour% sortie across Britain 


Prison officers accused of 


brutality and racial abuse 


By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


REPORTS that inmates at a jail 
have been systematically and 
brutally beaten by a group of 
about 20 prison officers are to 
be investigated in a major in- 
quiry, it was announced yes- 
terday. 

Officers at Wormwood 
Scrubs jail, west London, are 
also accused of racially abusing 
black inmates in one of the most 
serious set of allegations to be 
leveDed against prison staff for 
many years. 

The Prison Service yesterday 
announced a investigation into 
the “very serious" charges. 


Among the allegations con- 
tained in a dossier compiled by 
solicitors representing 11 pris- 
oners is a statement by a man 
on remand awaiting trial, which 
reads: “One of the officers 
stamped on my head and I 
blacked out. When the officer 
who had taken me to the block 
saw that blood was coming out 
of my right ear I was taken to 
the hospital." 

Another convicted inmate 
claims: “They threw me on the 
ground and flung my head on 
the walL There was about 10 
minutes of beating." In a third 
case, officers are alleged to 
have grabbed an inmate by the 
throat and kicked and beat him 


until he urinated. A fourth in- 
mate said he was handcuffed 
and kicked. 

A total of eight prisoners, 
five of whom are black, have 
made allegations of assaults, and 
a further three have given wit- 
ness statements. More than 20 
officers have been accused of 
brutality. A spokesman for the 
solicitors, Hickman and Rose, 
said they expected more inmates 
to come forward. Daniel Ma- 
chover, partner in the firm, 
said one prisoner claimed he 
had been beaten up by staff al- 
most every day for a month. “I 
would say the allegations in that 
case amount to torture.” 

The alleged assaults date 


back to October' 1996 up until 
Monday. AH those complaining 
are still in jaij. 

■ Mr said one of his 

clients held in Wormwood 
Scrubs appeared in court with 
“serious injuries” apparently 
sustained, Til Jhd.prison at the 
weekend.'-. 

. The Prison; Serviceset up the 
inqiriiyc&o days after the so- 


licitors amteWEd^SuDavid 

RamsboffiantJhc : Chief In- 


but we are left with the question 
why such a strong rumour 
should be passed around^ He 
also said he was “surprised and 
horrified” by conditfoos there, 
and he found “outdated staff at- 
titudes to be prevailing every- 
where, appearing to resist 
change at every turn”. 

Tbny Pearson, Prison Service 
deputy director-general, said: “T 
have instructed a senior and ex- 
perienced gpviap<^fo^cwtade 


spector bFPSJ^bi^. . of tltere^rm to undertake alull 
■^Ayear'agtfc^&J&^'id high- inquiry into' whether the aHe 1 
ligated a!kg^lgSH#isoners:*^!tiQns can be substantiate^” 
about tiie “illegal use offoice" MaitHeafy, cfiakmaadf Ae 

ar^w^ tonkm>ilHenoc- Prison -Officers Association, 
edi“We foupH nothing to sop- said his members would bo-op- 
port this d^ag the inspection erate with the inquiry. 
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OUR^ weather in the second half 
of this week is being dominat- 
ed by an anti-cydone (hi^a 
pressure area) that yesterday 
settled (firectiy above Britan. In 
the summer, we often think of 
high pressure as a portent of 
fine weather, but at o&er times 
of year, the situation is far less 
dear. 

High pressure means heav- 
ier air, and there are two main 
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■ Quentin 
Tarantino and The 
Man From UNCLE 


By Jeremy Laurance 

Health Editor 


all hospitals are being 

asked to review their procedure 
for handling blood after a study 
revealed 169 cases in which er- 
rors had been made, putting pa- 
tients at risk. 

In 12 cases, patienls died and 

in a further 39 suffered serious 
injury requiring treatment in in- 
tensive care or dialysis for kid- 
ney failure. 

The findings are coo tamed 
in the first ai? nnal report by the 
Serious Hazards of Transfu- 
sion group (Shot) set up by pro- 
fessional groups independently 
of the National Hood Service 
to monitor the safely of blood 
transfusion. 

About 3 million blood trans- 
fusions are carried out each 
year, the vast majority without 
problems, bat when problems 
do occur they tend to follow a 
pattern, the Shot committee 
said. The commonest error, ac- 
counting for almost half the cas- 
es; was a mix-up in which blood 
int end ed for one patient was 
given to another. Blood for 
transfusions has to be careful- 
ly matched to avoid triggering 
a serious reaction. 

There bave been a series of 
scares about the safety of blood 
for transfusion in . the UK in- 
volving fears about possible 
contamination and transmis- 
sion of viruses including HIV 
and hepatitis. The results of the 
Shot study revealed three cas- 
es of bacterial contamination - 
one because the donor's aim 
had Dot been properly deaned 
- and five in which an infection 
was transmitted; hepatitis A, B 
and C. HIV and malaria. 

Three of the infections, in- 
dodingthatwith HIV occurred 
as a result of donations during 
the “window” period - after the 
donor had been infected but be- 
fore it showed up in routine tests. 

Dr Loina Williamson, chair 
of the Shot working group, said 
new tests were being devel- 
oped to reduce the^ window pe- 
riod during which infections 
were undetectable. “We are 
dealing with very rare events but 
it is important that hospitals are 
still vigilant,” she said. 
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things that can bring that about 
Fust, cold air is denser than 
warm air, and second, cfay air is 
heavier than damp air (since the 
specific gravity of water vapour 
is only about two-thirds that of 
air). So an area of high pressure 
may correspond to cold air, or 
dry air, or both. 

This doesn't sound tike a 
recipe for guaranteed fine 
weather, but there is another 
important process involved with 
anticyclones that does have a 
warming effect. In a summer 
anti-cydone, air is piled up in 
the troposphere by high altitude 
winds. As the air descends, it is 
compressed by the pressure of 
the air above it, and it warms as 
the compression energy is con- 
verted to hear. (This is the 
process known as adiabatic 
warming.) Under such condi- 
tions, clouds tend to disappear 
as the air warms, resulting in 
fine, sunny summer days — 
though the chilling effect of the 

upper, cold air makes occasional 
thunderstorms also character- 
istic. 


In summer, high pressure at; l 
eas are usually formed of ma£- 
itime tropical or continental •: 
tropical air. The winter anticyr- 
done is a different beast, more .* 
likely resulting from con tin en- -i 
tai polar wind. Its cooling effect-- 
can easily lead to doud and fog. 

Yesterday, in the South-east;! 
we saw a beautifully clear and: ; 
bright morning, but by:^ 
lunchtime the sky had com- ^ 
pletely clouded aver. This is 
again quite typical of sonneTs 
sorts of anticydonic weather.- : . 
What happens is that turbulence^ . 
near ground level, caused by the . 
land being warmed by the sun, 
and the air at ground level be- 9 ’ 
mg wanned by the land and ris- 
ing, lifts moist air high enough •( 
to condense and form doud. :-ij 

The main characteristic of 1(1 
high pressure, however, at what- ■ <J_; 
ever time of year, is itstenden- ■* : 
cy to lead to stable weather 4. 
conditions. High pressure areas, ■S 
consisting of heavy air, are^ 
more difficult to budge than ’ 
their flimsy low pressure^ 
colleagues. 
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Experts approve genetically altered tomatoes 


By Nicholas Schoon 

Enw pnment Co rrespondent 

QQfErnCALIY eogimxrEd torn- 
toes are today expected to be ap- 

ppwed by government experts for 
sale m tigs. 

Tinned tomatoes are Britain’s 
top-selling canned food and the 
jtaomg UK drugs and seeds group 
Zeneca is seeking Europe-wide ap- 
a j P 1 ™ for marketing a range of 
■ tmne ^ tomato products using GMO 
— genetically modified or ganism - 


tomatoes. Its application to a British 
expert committee is the Gist step. 

Canned tomatoes, are an essen- 
tial ingredient in millions of British 
kitchens. We eat 230,000 tons of 
them, worth some £ 16000 , a year. 

The Advisory Committee on 
Novel Foods and Processes will con- 
sider Zeneca's bid the day after die 
frozen food chain Iceland an- 
nounced that from 1 May it would 
use no GMO-derived ingredients in 
its “own label” groceries. 

GMO products are made by tak- 


ing DNA, the hereditary chemical, 
from one plant animal or micro-or- 
ganism and transferring it into an- 
other. They are found in more and 
more of die food on supermarket 
shelves. Iceland wants to be known 
as the only big food retailer offering 
consumers a choice. 

The advisory committee has al- 
ready considered Zeneca's applica- 
tion in detail, and will have a final 
report today. The GMO tomato, so 
far grown only in California, is al- 
ready on sale as pur 6 e, sold by Safe- 


way and Sainsbury, where it has tak- 
en half the market The purde, la- 
belled' as coming from GMO fruit, 
is cheaper than ordinary Hnrfc. 

The' lon g-life Zeneca tomato, 
known as TGT7-F, stays firm for 
longer after ripening, both on the 
stalk and after being picked- That 
makes it more resistant to moulds 
and better suited for highly mecha- 
nised farming and food processing. 

The new property is passed from 
generation to generation through the 
seeds. The gene that confers it 


blocks Che production of an enzyme 
that plays a key role in making ripe 
tomatoes go mushy. 

The gene, a synthetic copy of a 
normal tomato gene, was attached ' 
to some bacterial DNA. including a 
gene conferring resistance to an 
tibiotic, kanamydn. Then the col- 
lection of genes was permanently - 
stitched into the tomato's own DNA. 

The Government’s advisory com- 
mittee of 16 experts, mostly univer- 
sity professors, . has accepted. 
Zeneca’s argument that its canned 


tomatoes win be just as safe and nu- 

- tritious as the ordinary kind. It has 
h ear d evidence that the intense heat 

used in peeling and then sterilising 
GMO tomatoes kills any seeds and 
eSectivdydestioystheant*ioticre- 
sstance. 

Zeneca said it would sell GMO 

- canned tomatoes in the European 

U'nionpnfyifftwasaBowedtogrow 
them on foe continent too, in south- 
ern nations such as Spain. Ithas ap- 
plied for the necessary EU approval. 
. To market, a GMO food, in 


Europe a company first needs ap- 
proval in principle from one mem- 
ber state - and Zeneca has chosen 
Britain. That approval then applies 
aooss the EU, provided no other nar 
tions raise safety doubts which can 
be made to stick. 

Zeneca says it will mast that the 
labels on the cans of tomato declare 
the contents as a GMO. “We want 
to be very open about this, to ensure 
we bring people along with us,” said 
Nigel Poole, the company's regula- 
tory affairs manager. 
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Benjamin Netanyahu: The hunger, the willingness to wage war, get dirty* 


Photograph: Reuters 


NOBODY IS quicker at spotting a tacti- 
cal advantage. “Get your retaliation in 
first”, runs the old Ulster political adage 
of which Benjamin Netanyahu, the Prime 
Minister of Israel, would approve, writes 
Patrick Coddmrn in Jerusalem. 

This explains the Israeli leader's ex- 
plosive response when Robin Cook shook 
the hand of a well-known Palestinian dur- 
ing a visit to the Israeli settlement at Har 
Horn a, called by Palestinians Jebel Abu 
Gbneim, in south-east Jerusalem. He 
said Britain bad broken its promise that 
“there would be no oontaa with Pales- 
tinians in relation to that place”. 

The incident was lypicaL Fust of all, his 
claim was fairly demonstrably untrue. 
David Manning, the British ambassador, 
patiently explained that he had reached 
no prior agreement with Israel on who Mr 
Cook should shake hands with. 

But the Israeli leader’s purpose in man- 
ufacturing a confrontation with Mr Cook 
was dear. The US is on the verge erf launch- 
ing an initiative to revive the peace 
process. By opening fire on Mr Cook, who 
spoke warmly of the coming US propos- 
als, Mr Netanyahu was sending a message 
that he will resist American pressure for 
an Israeli withdrawal from the Wast Bank. 

It is by such manoeuvres that Mr Ne- 
tanyahu made himself first leader of the 
Israeli right and then Prime Minister of 
Israel in 1996. But he is more than an able 
tactician. He has a relentless will to win. 

“That is what counts,” said Nahum 
Barnea, an Israeli columnist, “the hunger. 
The wfllingoess to wage war, get dirty, to 
stick to the goals wholeheartedly”. 

Born in Israel in 1949, Mr Netanyahu 
comes from a family on die far right. His 
father Bentaon Netanyahu, a historian of 
the Spanish Inquisition, went into self-im- 
posed exile in the US because he believed 
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his views prevented him getting an ap- 
propriate academic job. Ftom school in 
Philadelphia, and later Harvard Univer- 
sity. Benjamin returned to Israel for his 
military service, during which he became 
a commando. The impetus far his politi- 
cal career came when his brother Jonathan 
was (tilled in the Entebbe raid in 1976, res- 
cuing hostages from a hijacked plane. 

After a brief stint marketing furniture, 
Mr Netanyahu was sent to the Israeli.em- 
bassy in Washington During the Israeli in- 
vasion of LebaiK® ml 982 he began to shew 
his expertise as a propagandist Promoted 
to be Israeli ambassador to the UN, he ap- 
peared on American television so often that 
a poll showed many Americans thought he 
was their own UN representative. 

After returning to Israel he fought a 
fierce campaign to become leader of the 
right-wing Likud Party in 1993. Three years 
later he survived what might have been the 
death blow to any other politician. He had . 
whipped up opposition to the 1993 Oslo 
Accords with the Palestinians by attacks 
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on Yitzhak Rabin, the Prime Minister. 
When Mr Rabin was assassinated in 1995 
his widow Leah refused to shake hands 
with Mr Netanyahu. 

A quick election after the assassination 
might have finished him, tnsreadj his op- 
ponents waited. In 1996 he became Prime 
Minister by a few thousand votes. His elec- 
tion provoked a debate in Israel and across 
the world about his political character. Whs 
he an ideologue nr a pr agmatis t? The an- 
swer, which should have been evident from 
his writings, is that he is an ideological man 
of great practical intelligence and flexibility. 

Ostensibly, he supports the Israeli- 
Palestinian Odo accords. In practice he has 
largely refused to implement them. He is 
always prepared to talk while Israeli set- 
tlements continue to be established in the 
Wsst Bank. He believes, perhaps rightly, 
that if he shows himself combative enough 
be can strangle any peace initiative in its 
cradle. Hence his reaction to Mr Cook’s 
handshake at Har Homa. 

Cook’s tour, page 14 
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By Steve Boggan 

TWO Newcastle Football Club 
directors who called women of 
the North-east “dogs", boasted 
of whoring their way around the 
world, and mocked their fens for 
buying replica kits at inflated 
prices, made a grovelling apol- 
ogy yesterday. 

Club chairman Freddy Shep- 
herd and vice-chairman Douglas 
HalL said their comments, pub- 
lished in the News of the World , 
were " totally out of character". 
But, deciding that discretion was 
the better part of valour, they 
stayed away from last night’s 
match against Qystal 
Palace, arguing that their pres- 
ence would be a “distraction". 

The men said they were tak- 
ing legal advice over suing the 
newspaper, which recorded their 
comments at a brothel in Mar- 
befl&r but its editor, Phil HalL 
said any attempt to sue would 
“result in the most spectacular 
High Court case in years". 




Brought into disrepute: Freddy Shepherd and Douglas Hall 


In the North-east, many fens 
had expected the statement to 
be more of a denial than an 
apology. The fact that it was not 
was expected to lead to 
demonstrations at at last night’s 
match. 

The dub has been in turmoil 
since the publication of the 
men's comments on Sunday. 
They boasted of hiring prosti- 
tutes, of the vast sums of 


money they made from mer- 
chandising and of bow they 
found their star striker Alan 
Shearer so boring that they 
nicknamed him “Mary Fop- 
pins". 

Anger among fans mani- 
fested itself in the form of sar- 
casm last night as 40,000 
Geordies used humour to get 
their message across. During the 
match, thousands of supporters 


planned to throw their replica 
jerseys on to the pitch, women 
were preparing to bark instead 
of cheer, and the fans planning 
to keep their shirts on had re- 
placed the name-tag “Shearer” 
with “Poppies". 

The directors' statement 
claimed the newspaper had 
“sensationalised” their com- 
ments during a meeting which 
it had set up, something the ed- 
itor denied. It went on; “Dou- 
glas Hall and Freddy Shepherd 
sincerely apologise for any of- 
fence that has been caused to 
members of their families, the 
fens of Newcastle United, the 
people of the North-east and 
their fellow directors. They par- 
ticularly apologise to the 
women of the North-east 

“Whilst their behaviour has 
been called into question by the 
News of the World, they in turn 
are entitled to a frill explanation 
from the News of the World con- 
cerning the way in which Lhe 
meeting was dishonestly set up 


by that newspaper and the way 
in which it was then reported. ” 

Phil Hall said no “set-up” 
was involved. He said the news- 
paper simply received a tip-off 
about the men’s behaviour and 
the likely location. A reporter 
was dispatched and secret video 
and audio tapes were made. 

“This isn’t a proper apolo- 
gy,” be said. “It sounds more as 
if they feel sorry for themselves 
instead of the fans who they’ve 
been ripping off." He said the 
newspaper was planning to fol- 
low up the story with revelation 
that would “blow the lid off 
Newcastle” on Sunday. 

More than 90 per cent of 
callers to a Newcastle radio 
phone-in said the men should re- 
sign. But Newcastle United pic 
said it would be inappropriate to 
take action until the legal posi- 
tion was clarified Adidas, which 
makes Newcastle's replica jerseys, 
denied that they are made 
abroad for £5 and sold on at £50. 
They were made in the UK for 


Exquisite books and manuscripts should stay put, say peers 

on.H Pranlimripnt with brass roil- mavine the collection from its Hnw^wr rammiimeni feel Gcnrae Siivn. whn nnnnk 


a'GROUP of peers and lead- 
ing arts figures is figh^S 

i^ent a collection car ^' 

hooks and manuscripts be- 

_ roeathed to the British Library 
*%yS3eotge IV being moved to 
iiTnew St Pancias bidding, 
Crfies Clare Gamer. 

Since 3829, the collecuon has 
jftgO housed in the King s Li- 
-aiy, a magnified room 
Eificahy designed for that 
®poseby Sir Robert Smoke. 


Resplendent with brass rail- 
ings, glazed bookcases and oak 
flooring inlaid with mahogany, 
the 300ft gallery is considered 
to be one of the finest library 
rooms in the world. 

The King's Library com- 
prises 65.250 books and 20,000 
pamphlets, as well as more than 
400 manuscripts and one of the 
world's earliest collections of 
maps, globes and fossils. Hie 
British Library is intent on re- 


moving the collection from its 
original home. It has already 
shifted one tenth of the collec- 
tion to St Pancras and plans to 
complete the transfer by 3 ApriL 
A statement from the British 
Library insists the transfer is “in 
accordance with the terms of the 
gift”. The statement continues: 
“In the new building, the King's 
Library wfll be housed in the 
best possible conditions for its 
preservation and use.” 


However, campaigners feel 
that the glass tower in which the 
books are soon to be housed will 
not do the collection justice and 
are pressing for a debale in par- 
ti ament. Lord Norwich, a 
broadcaster and author, said 
yesterday: “The King’s Library 
is an extraordinary building 
and an extraordinary institution. 
Two thing s which were made for 
each other will be separated. 
That is always very sad.” • 


George Sayn, who organis- 
es exhibitions on architecture 
and urban planning and is co- 
ordinating the campaign, saifr 
“Wc don't just dismantle our 
history every 200 years just be- 
cause a new building comes 
akng. Furthermore, we now live 
in the age of computers. Peo- 
ple can easily find out if a 
book's in the British Museum 
[where the King’s Library is sit- 
uated] and go there.” 
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Students staying at 
home to save money 


By Judich Judd 

F:iuca:icn Editor 

ONE IN six students would 
have been unlikely lo go to uni- 
versity if they had been required 
to pay tuition fees, says a sur- 
vey published today. 

.Among students from poor- 
er families, the proportion rose 
to more than a quarter. 

Students will have to pay 
£I.IKJ0 a year tuition fees to- 
wards the' cost of their courses 
from September. 

While applications overall 
are down by 2.9 per cent, new 
figures in The Independent ’s 
“Educarion+“ show there have 
heen clear winners and losers 
in the applications race. Some 
universities have seen them in- 
crease by nearly 40 per cent 
while others are facing a fall of 
nearly 20. 

Those with the biggest in- 


creases are Thames Villey Uni- 
versity, Bath, Huddersfield, 
Staffordshire, Lancaster, Uni- 
versity of the West of England 
and Bristol. 

The biggest losers are East 
Anglia. Dundee, Abertay, Not- 
tingham Trent, Plymouth and 
the private university of Buck- 
ingham. 

While there is little pattern 
in the application trends, uni- 
versities in more isolated spots 
such as Exeter and East Anglia, 
tend to have fared badly. That 
suggests that more students 
may be deciding to live at home 
to save money. 

The L/ diversities and Col- 
leges Admissions Service is in- 
vestigating the findings. 

Applications to London col- 
leges and its new universities 
are holding up well despite 
the high cost of living in the cap- 
ital 


The survey of final-year stu- 
dents asked if they would have 
taken up their courses if they 
had been liable for fees. Among 
students from lower-income 
families receiving means-test- 
ed maintenance grants 26 per 
cent said they would either 
“definitely not” or would have 
been unlikely to do so. 

Students were also asked if 
they would have gone to uni- 
versity if they had thought that 
they would leave college with 
debts of £10,000 or more. Be- 
cause grants are being phased 
out alongside the introduction 
of fees, that is the size of the 
debt to be expected by students 
from poorer families. Around 
40 per cent said that they would 
have been at least “unlikely*' to 
take up their courses. 

Researchers also questioned 
students about their lifestyle. 
The survey of 6,349 final-year 


students at 1 9 top imwersities by 
High Hiers Research, a student 
and graduate market research 
company, shows that students 
have an impressive array of 
technological equipment. 

More than half has a tele- 
vision, one in four has a video 
and one in three a personal 
computer. One in six has a mo- 
bile phone and one in six a 
games machine. TVo-thirds 
thought that cannabis was an 
acceptable drug for persoaai 
use. 

However, the students - 
who are all at universities de- 
manding high entry qualifica- 
tions including Oxford and 
Cambridge - have lowbrow 
tastes in television pro- 
grammes. Their favourite tele- 
vision shows are EastEnders, 
Friends , Men Behaving Badly, 
The Simpsons and Shooting 
Stars. 
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left, and jumoke Oyadare derided to study in London to save money Photograph: Rul Xavier^ . ^ g*rf‘ * 

When the price j j 
of a degree is ! | 
cheapest option, | 




By Ben Russell . 

Education Correspondent 


LIVING at home is the norm 
for undergraduates at the Uni- 
versity of North London, where 
the high cost of living tests stu- 
dent finances to the limit. 

Student leaders estimate it 
costs at (east £6,000 to live 
within reach of the university’s 
Islington campus, even before 
the introduction of £1,000 ayear 
tuition fees. 

Aidan McDonald, the stu- 
dent union president, moved to 
the university from Birming- 
ham, but said many others sim- 
ply could not afford to study 
without help at home from 
their families. He estimates 
that up to 70 pet; cent of stu- 
dents at the university five at 
home. “Living at home will 
save students thousands of 
pounds because it costs £2,000 
a year to live in a hall of resi- 
dence, but there are many more 
savings," he said. 

“When people make the 
decision to come to college the 
cost of living is one of the key 
factors. When I came I had to 
be sure that I had a job and was 
financially stable ." 

Mr McDonald said fees 
would affect students, but there 


was more concern over the:, 
loss of maintenance grants, ■ 
which would hit the large ma- > 
ture student population. 

In the library, students work- • 
mg for their s umm er exams ac-jr^ 
knowledged that the cost 
living in London was a big: ; 
problem. Many said the fin an-!; 
dal burden of living in the 
capital might have put them off*, 
university education. But they' 
insisted that living at home dicK 
have its compensations. '' 
Jumoke Oyadare, a second- , 
year marketing and business stu-y 
dent, said: “I live at home: , 
because it's cheap. And it’s a lot 
easier to be at home. I conceit-: 
trate better and I study better."^-- 
Andrew Propbef, also study \ 
ing marketing and business, , 
lives with his family in Morden, 
south-west London. “I would 
have moved away if I could, but 
it's not worth it," he said. “All 
you have to pay for tfyou live 
at home is your transport-” 
Deema Bharkhda, a third- 
year law student, moved away . 
from Leicester to study in Lon- 
don, despite the cost. “I want- 
ed a. change,” she said. 
“London was one of the places 
which excited me. It is very 
expensive but it is worth it for 
the life ” 
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Renewing your home 
insurance in 
March or April ? 




If you are 50 
or over, you 
could save 
with Saga, 
call us NOW 

Yon will know how 
expensive home insurance 
can be. Thankfully, if yon 
are aged 50 or over you can 
benefit from Saga Home 
Insurance, a superior 
household insurance that is 
only available to mature, 
responsible people like you. 

Saga Home Insurance covers 
a wide range of properties 

including Grade I and II 

listed buildings and 
convened bams. 

The Saga Price Promise 
If you find another 
comparable policy at a lower 
price within 2 months of 
taking out Saga Home 
Insurance, we will refund 
you the difference. 



Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost 

FREE 24 hour 


and legal helplines 

FREE pen with 
your quotation 
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SAGA 


INSURANCE SERVICES 

lama* Smko, FREEPOST 731 
Sa*a Insurance Serv t. 


Call us today 

For your free no 
obligation quote simply 
call us on the number 
below. To help us 
help you, please have 
all relevant details to 
hand when you call. 

0800 
414 525 

quoting reference 

ID3803 

■ 7pm, ttManhp ^ . . 
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Ice storm 

THE BUDGET was painless, so Pandora heari$ to Bond 
Street. Fust stop: Asprey. A report in.a New York tabloid 
yesterday claimed that an Asprey executive had said some- 
thing rude (“she’s rather fat and dishevelled”) about Kate 
Winslet and the S3 .5 m Con ex dekt Mer necklace winch the 
jeweller deapned for the film Titanic. The notion that Asprey 
wasn t keen to have our Kate wear .the sapphire »nd dia- 
mond trinket to the Academy Awards on Monday was “ab- 
solutely completely unfounded ... utter rubbish” according 
to the store. “We first offered h to Kate Winslet to wear to 
the Oscars, but she declined, ” So the necklace will be worn 
by Celine Dion when she sings at the awards. Unless it is 
sold at the “Princess Ball” charity auction this Saturday in 
Beverly HUls and the new owner opts to wear iL 

Going for a Ong 

THE Queen of Bond Street, Christina Ong, is a shy Sin- 
gaporean lady with impeccable taste in brand names. 

She is the wife of a secretive Singaporean billionaire 
named Ong Beng Seng. Whereas most wealthy ladies go 
shopping for gl amor o u s 
fashions. Christina h— 
been' able to buy up the en- 
tire UK franchises of top 
designers such as Giorgio 
Armani, Donna Karan, Pra- 
da and Guess, as well as 
Bdlgari, the jewellers. 
Thanks to their successes, 
Christina and BS have gone 
on to bnild the trend! est 
new hotel in London, the 
Metropolitan on Park Lane, 
as well as the HaDtin In ■ 
Mayfair. “BS Ong" is also 
the largest Hard Rode fran- 
chisee. But times dmnge 

and economic woes fas the far East have led to the Ongs 
divesting. In January; the Telegraph reported that Ong 
had sold an Austrian hotel, a Gulfctream jet and a Bul- 
gari jewellery shop and was looking to sell his stake in 
Branson's Virgin Enter tainm ent Group. Now Pandora 
has learnt that he has sold his 50 per cent of the Four 
Seasons Hotel on Park Lane to Saudi Prince Ahvaleed 
BinTUaL 


Dwarfing the news 
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LEAVING the fairy lights of Bond Street for the fairy tales 
ofWapping, what is the difference between “up market” and 
“down market” at Rupert Murdoch's newspapers? Both The 
Tunes and The Sun had cartoon illustrations of dwarves on 
their Budget front pages. The “up market” Times portrayed 
Gordon Brown as one of Snow White’s dwarves while the 
“down market" Sun drew him as Snow White leading her 
dwarves. Literally speaking, not much difference at all. 

Helpful Harriet 

THAT didn’t protect the news desk at The Times on Tues- 
day evening from irate, pleading telephone calls from 
Martin Sixsmfah, Harriet Harman’s spin-doctor; and 
then the Social Security Secretary herself. At issue was a 
diary piece about Harman’s daughter; who has been in- 
formed that her Dulwich home is beyond the catchment 
area of the highly desirable (particularly if you’re a 
Labour minister) Church of England comprehensive 
Lady Margaret SchooL After Sixsmith failed to convince 
that this was an infringement of the Privacy Code, Har- 
riet rang to say that surely The Times had better things 
to publish. “Why don’t you print a picture of [assistant 
editor] Mary Ann Sleghart?” she asked, leading some of. 
the to wonder if they should ting the Dulwich of- 
fice of Care in the Community. 

Pandora 


DAILY POEM 

Burden 

By DJ Enright 

The grasshopper was a burden to me. 

It knew of something hurtful to me. ■ 

In tt dream I squashed the grasshopper. 

Why twos the grasshopper such a burden ? 

Its sing/ng hindered me from sleeping^ 

AU flesh is pass was stiU its burden. 

Unlike the owl, the bat, the loris. 

The grasshopper is no po^vr of darkness. 

It sings at ease in the light of die sun. 

Did /ife at ease in the light of the sun ? 


so, then how could I be dreaming? 
e grasshopper is no more a burden. 

This week's poems celebrate D J 
published pt£and come from hs 
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Elton back 
on BBC 


BEN ELTON, Caroline 
Qu entin, John Cleese, Stephen 
Fry, and David Ginola are 
among the famous faces un- 
veiled in the BBCs £278m 

Sp ri n g and glimmer onhwhiln 

yesterday. 

In BBC1 drama, the former 
Brookside star John McArdle, 
EastEnderLiadseyCaulsonand 
Dominic West play caring doc- 
tors in the medical series Out Of 
Hours. 

An action-packed science 
fiction thriller Invasion: Earth is 
set in the present day and stars 
Vincent Regan, Maggie O’Neill, 
Fred TOtrd and Phyllis Logan. 

City Central, a new police 
drama, will make its debut and 
another new BBC1 drama of- 
fering is Close Relations , a sto- 
ry of love an d revenge featuring 
Amanda Redman, Sheila Han- 
cock and Kate Buffrey. 

Kevin Whately is bade in a 
second series of The Brokers' 
Man and Letitia Dean gets a 
second series of The Hello Girls 
about a 1950s telephone 
exchange. 

In The Red on BBC2 is a 
wicked satire on the BBC itself 
with a strong cast including 


‘Female* 
abuse 
syndrome 
crosses 
sex divide 


By Jeremy Lau ranee 

Health Editor 


A BIZARRE form of child 
abuse thought to be carried out 
only by women can be perpe- 
trated by men, too, aooartimg to 
a study. 

A series of cases in which fa- 
thers smothered or poisoned 
their children in order to get 
medical attention is described 
in the medical jonnoM/cUves 
of Disease in Childhood. The fa- 
thers, dosed their children with 
salt, caffeine or rat poison or 
smothered them until they 
passed out to make them appear 
iH and obtain medical attention. 

The fathers were diagnosed 
as suffering from Munchausen 
syndrome by proxy by Professor 
Sir Roy Meadow, the consultant 
paediatrician who first de- 
scribed the syndrome in the late 
1960s. Professor Meadow said 
that for 10 years after identify- 
ing the condition he believed it 
enfy affected women but he had 
since come across 15 families 
where the father was involved. 

Munchausen syndrome, 
from which many of the men 
were also suffering, involves 
patients inventing ailments 
which Digger medical investi- 
gations as a way of gaining at- 
tention. In the proxy version, the 
child is made the object of the 
investigations. 

In most cases the fathers had 
taken their children to accident 
and emergency departments 
with the stoiy that they had 
stopped breathing or been 
found shaking, having a fit or 
unconscious. Usually they had 
been smothered and in several 
cases the fathers had attempt- 
ed resuscitation. 

Often the fathers were dif- 
ficult and demanding in hospi- 
tal One conducted a crusade on 
behalf of his daughter, seeking 
expert opinions from round 
the country. In another, the fa- 
ther bought medical books and 
equipment and took blood, ad- 
ministered enemas and per- 
formed other tests on his 
four-year-old son. 

Many of the men were 
pathol ogical liars inventing sto- 
rks about fighting alongside the 
Duke of York, in the Falklands 
Wfcr, writing a screenplay for 
Steven Spiefterg, being the vic- 
tim of burglaries or of strangers 
abducting their children. Pro- 
fessor Meadow writes: “From 
the descriptions of some of 
their lives, at least six of them 
would have vied with Baron 
Munchausen [the war-time air 
ace] himself in terms of dra- 
matic and untruthful stories." 


Warren Clarice, Stephen Ry and 
Richard Wfison. The radio hit 
Spoonfuce Steinberg has been 
made for television on BBC2. 

Kiss Me Kate is Caroline 
Quentin’s new comedy about a 
happily single career woman, 
while Ben Elton has an eight- 
part comedy series and Blankety 
Blankictums to BBC1 with Lily 
Savage at the helm 

The Human Body, a science 
show presented by the fertility 
expert Professor Robert 'Win- 
ston, claims to be the most com- 
prehensive biology series ever 
made. 

Rolfs Amazing World Of 
Animals is a new factual vehi- 
cle for Rolf Harris and BBC2 
presents The Windrush Season , 
marking the 50th anniversary of 
Caribbean immigration to 
Britain. 

Sport will include the World 
Cup football finals - with David 
Ginola in the commentary team 
- the Grand National, Test 
Match Cricket, Wimbledon and 
the Open Golf while the former 
world heavyweight boxing 
champion Muhammad Ali will 
be celebrated with a theme 
evening on BBC2. 



'* - , 



Eton Elton (above) at the 
launch yesterday of the 
BBC’s spring and summer 
schedules in which he has an 
eight-part comedy series. 
Also in the line-up are 
Caroline Quentin (left), who 
stars in the new comedy 
show. Kiss Me Kate , and 
Professor Robert Winston, 
the fertility expert (right), 
who will present a science 
show on The Human Body 

Main photograph: 
Kalpesh Lathigra 





SAVE 1400 

■on top brand camcorders! 


WE CAAPT BE BEATEN 

of V hunotete'^f £*& JfSr 5 
national ornsR in 


CAMCORDERS 

■-•VU ! 


UP T0 12 MONTHS 


Canon ZZZ22 7 



There’s a Great Deal going on 
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British motorists face 


an expensive future 


By Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 


DRIVERS will fore bigger bills 
in the coming years as the Gov- 
ernment attempts to undog dty 
streets and cuit> gracing poBution. 

Tuesday’s Budget - which 
mixed petrol price hikes with a 
cash boost for public transport 
- demonstrated the benefits 
for ministers of pursuing such 
a strategy: bringing m more than 
£Ibn in extra taxes and deliv- 
ering environmental benefits. 

Gavin Strang, the transport 
minister, described it as the 
“most far-reaching package of 
measures to promote cleaner ve- 
hicles and fuels the country 
had seen”. Economists were 
quick to point out that drivers 
had ensunxl the Budget was fis- 
cally neutral. “Along with cutting 
relief for the married couple's 
allowance and smokers, mo- 
torists paid for it.” said Paul 


Johnson, deputy director of the 
Institute of Fiscal Studies. 

Petrol went up by more than 
5p a litre - costing the motorist 
an extra £60 a year on average, 
and the Chancellor criticised the 
oil companies for not passing on 
the drop in world-wide fuel 
prices. This has bought an im- 
mediate response. BR the oil gi- 
ant. cut the cost of petrol by 2p 
a litre in rural areas. 

But for Britain's drivers, the 
devil is in the detail. Although 
from next year will see a new 
£100 tax disc for the “smallest 
and cleanest cars”, no upper 
limit has been set a possible ex- 
cise duty for gas guzzlers. This 
could sec huge increases for 
those motorists who choose to 
use huge -engined cars. 

This “graduated” duty is the 
norm on the Continent. Drivers 
of the Suzuki Swift - the most 
fuel efficient car on the road - 
would only pay £66 in road tax 


in Belgium. However, a motorist 
in Brussels who drives a Ferrari 
F50 - which manages a mere 
10.6 mpg - pays £1080. 

Company car owners also 
thought they had escaped with 
just a phasing out of their free 
fuel subsidy. This will cost the 
executive with a two-litre Mer- 
cedes £150 extra a year and wfll 
raise more than £500m by 2001 
for the public porse. 

“We are looking to encour- 
age the production of fuel-ef- 
ficient vehicles. Fuel duty 
increases and changing excise 
duty schemes will encourage 
that,” said a civil servant. 

But in the small print lurks 
another change for company car 
users. The Government quiet- 
ly announced a review of the tax 
breaks which provide “a per- 
verse incentive to drive extra 
business mfles”. 

More measures are sure to 
follow in this May’s transport 


White Paper. This will indude 
proposals which could see coun- 
cils fining motorists who spew 
dimes into the atmosphere as 
well as chaining drivers for 
entering congested town centres. 

A leaked draft of the paper 
showed nrinisteiswfll introduce 
a tax, to be collected by local au- 
thorities, on "private non-resi- 
dential parking”, mainly staff car 
parks provided free by employ- 
ers or customer spaces offered 
by shops. A ministerial aide 
said that unl 1 ^ current policies 
were changed “it would be dif- 
ficult” to meet the air quality 
standards for 2X15 set by the pre- 
vious administration. 

This has not impressed the 
motoring lobby. The AA took 
out full page newspaper adverts 
today to question the Govern- 
ment’s agenda. “The Chancel- 
lor talks of fairness and that 
must mean motorists get what 
they pay for,” reads the ad. 
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Single parents will have to wait until April next year to receive their second extra premium Photograph: John Voos 
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Year of struggle 
before lone 


parents receive 
benefit bonus 


. 

L’ ^ ' . - ■ 
jnJ 

r.-. ■ rt‘ 

vj;; 

m . 

" .. 

; ' ■ 

' uirh tl* 1 -' H - 

[W-* ’ 

v 

^ .. . •’ 
13®.*"^' "'" . 

^jblurtsF- 
T-| fluliB*'-”- 

ihrOufr" 

■ i..-: turers-i“ : P- 

auJ pri’b 1 ' r 

a 

... nMcnta r 




By Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 


LONE PARENTS claiming for 
the first time will have to wait 
a year before the value of last 
year’s benefits cuts is replaced, 
putting many in financial hard- 
ship, campaigners warned last 
night. 

Benefit for new claimants 
was cot in December but the 
Government said that moves in 
the Budget to increase other 
benefit would replace the mon- 
ey lost by lone parents. 

But campaigners said last 
night that delays in introducing 
those rises mean that the moth- 
ers wfiLhave to wait until April 
1999 before they are on a par 
with other parents - a year in 
which both they and their chil- 
dren will face hardship. 

Last December the Gov- 
ernment pushed through the 
controversial benefit cuts for 
lone parents, sparking rebellion 
and a ministerial resignation. 
The cuts, proposed fcytbe pre- 
vious Conservative govern- 
ment, left lone parents on 
income support £4.65 a week 
worse off. 

“This is quite serious if you 
are a lone parent on income 
support,” said Margaret Creear, 
policy officer for Gingerbread 
who is urging the Government 
to halt the benefit cuts. “We are 
talking about new claimants 
here but new claimants tend to 
be mothers who have just bad 
babies or just separated with all 
the upheaval that brings 


and it is pretty expensive.” 

Maeve Sherlock of the 
National Council of One Par- 
ent families said: “It may sound 
like small sums but ffyouarean 
less than £100 a week it is 
huge. If the Go v ern m ent had 
the courage of its convictions it 
would do something about this 
and defer the cuts until next 
year.” 

If alone parent has a child 
under 11, he or'shewfll receive 
an extra £250 per week in 
November with the new 
under-11 child rate. But they 
wfll have to wait until the fol- 
lowing April to receive anoth- 
er £250 per week in family 
premiums. 

“Basically they won’t get 
the reinstatement for a year,” 
Ms Creear said. “It doesn’t 
add up. The Government 
promised that no low income 
families would be worse off be- 
cause of the Budget, but lone 
parents on income support are 
going to be worse off for a year. 

“This is a big amount for 
lone parents. Those on income 
support are amongst the poor- 
est people in the population. 
More than 30 per cent of them 
live in severe hardship - that 
means they don't have enough 
food for clothing and food. 

“So when you are talking 
about £250 - £5 you are talk- 
ing about food for their child. 
By next year it may be all right 
but this is a year out of their life 
and a year in their child’s de- 
velopment and you can’t re- 
place that” 
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Green Flag m 


with 


Motoring Assistance 




IF WE DON’T REACH 


YOU WITHIN AN 


HOUR, WE’LL GIVE 


YOU no: THE AA 


AND RAC WONT. 


How's this for speed? On average. Green 
Rag reach yog in just 35 minute?" 
How's this for co st? Cower starts from 
only £27.50 per annum, 
that'* foster and cheaper than th« AA 
and RAC. They can't beat ns. So join us. 




http://www.greenflag.co.uk 
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Tobacco tax 
delay angers 
health lobby 


Ar Anthony; Bevins 

'%lrtical Editor 


A SURPRISE delay in slapping extra lax on 
cigarettes could cost the Exchequer a pack- 
et - of more than £600m in lost revenues. 

Bat Customs and Excise said yesterday 
that the decision to staU for nrore than sev- 
en months the extra 21p duty and taxon 20 
cigarettes was a “hangover” from the old No- 
vember Bm%ets, when Kei^ 

increased tobacco duty from 1 December. 

Similarly, Gordon Brown, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, has held back the 
increase in drink -a penny on a pint of beer 
and 4p on a bottle of wine — ontO New 
Year’s Day, 1999. 

That li m i ng had been settled by Mr 
Clarke in his November Budget because be 
.yfed not wished to be dubbed a “Scrooge” 
for putting extra duties on drink in time for 
Christmas. 

But the distinction between the imme- 
diate, overnight increase in petrol duty, and 
the extra tax “holiday” for tobacco, will dis- 
turb the health lobby. 

December’s increase in duty amoun ts 
to 5 per cent in real terms - over and above 
inflation - because “the Government main- 
tains its commitment to protecting health”. 

Last year’s July Budget increase was also 
stalled until December, and it was estimated 
that in addition to “lost” revenue of £300m, 
the Chancellor had handed the manufac- 
turers ample time to maximise production 
and profits in advance of the tax hike. 

A spokesman for Customs and Erase 
yesterday played down any suggestion of 
lost revenue. Treasury calculations show a 

> — 


remorselessly steady increase in the' tax 
“take” from tobacco; up from fStxn in 1996- 
97 to £8.9bn in the coming year. 

But the yield from next December's in- 
crease in duty will be £25m for the rest of 
the new financial year - compared with a 
foil year yield of £7 10m in 1999-2000. 

As for any suggestion of profiteering on 
tire bade of the delayed increase. Customs 
and Excise said that there was always stock- 
piling of cigarettes and tobacco in advance 
of a tax increase. “That is what happens 
every year, anyway,” the spokesman said. 
“That is a fact of life.” 

Bat John Carlisle, the former Conserv- 
ative MP who now works for the Tbbacco 
Manufacturers' association, told The Inde- 
pendent that the delayed increase in duty 
was “a sort of crumb of comfort for me and 
my industry, and the poor smoker. 

“Like last year, it seems to be creating 
a precedent as to the time the duty goes 
up, but from oar point of 1 view it won’t make 
any difference to the basic problem; that 
the smuggler will be delighted by the news 
that the price is going up by that amount 
in the future.” 

He said there were limits on how much 
the manufacturers could produce and 
stockpile. 

“Yes, there is always stockpiling by re- 
tailers, but they have to pay the full price, 
and therefore cannot do all that m uch ” 
There was also a certain amount of stock- 
piling by smokers, too. 

But he added: “Probably, fit pushes con- 
sumption up a bit because people tend to 
store stuff and if it’s there, they are tempt- 
ed to smoke it” 



Housing comes 
before job 
guidance for 
young homeless 


By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


Smoke screen: A delay on levying new duty could cost the Exchequer £600m Photograph: Reuters 


Blunkett pledges £l00m to cut class sizes 


By CoDn Brawn 


DAVID Bhmkett, the Secretary 
of State for Education, will to- 
day announce a £100m alloca- 
tion to improve and extend 
school buildings to meet 
jut's election pledge to re- 
: class sizes. It is being por- 
trayed by the Government as 
the downpayment in a massive 


spending shift towards educa- 
tion and health from defence 
and other Whitehall budgets. 

The money, part of the 
£250m windfall for education 
from tiie Budget, will be used 
to replace temporary class- 
zooms and it is expected that 
some will be targeted at rural 
areas. Around £100m of the 
Budget increase for education 


was allocated for training and 
computer projects, with around 
£40m for education in Stoles 
and Northern Ireland. 

Mr Blunkett has been argu- 
ing for more money from the 
Tteastny to meet Labour’s elec- 
tion pledges on education. He 
is looking for a much bigger 
increase in his budget from the 
comprehensive spending 


review across all Whitehall 
departments. 

A ministerial source said 
education needed billions of 
pounds more to enable the 
Government to meet its gener- 
al election promise to spend 
more of Britain’s wealth on ed- 
ucation than thelbries. 

- Ministers are expecting 
much of the money to come 


from cancelled or delayed 
defence contracts. 

Tbny Blair gave a clear hint 
yesterday that he is planning to 
meet Labour’s pledges to the 
voters on education and health 
by promising year-on-year 
increases for the remainder of 
the Parliament. 

A rolling programme of in- 
vestment coaid enable ministers 


to promise an extra £2bn year 
on year for the next three years 
for health, and a similar big 
boost for education. 

The Prime Minister told 
MPs that he wanted to get into 
a cycle “where investment car- 
ries on year on year so we can 
get away from the situation 
under the Ibries from spurts in 
spending followed by cuts.” 


THE fust signs of dissension 
from voluntary agencies deliv- 
ering the Government’s New 
Deal programme emerged yes- 
terday over a plan to provide 
“mentors” and other extra help 
to the most disadvantaged 
young people. 

The Cemrepoint charity, 
which provides housing for peo- 
ple at risk, commended the 
mentoring system, but said the 
most urgent need was for re- 
form of the benefits system to 
help provide housing. 

The “foyer” movement 
which provides accommoda- 
tion and help for the homeless, 
yesterday said that while the 
£50m in additional funds was 
welcome, an insufficient per- 
centage was coming «ts way. 

Carolyn Hayman, chief ex- 
ecutive of the Foyers' Federa- 
tion, said that it should be 
given full responsibility for 
helping its own residents to 
lake advantage of New Deal 

Ms Hayman said members 
of her organisation were best 
placed to help the people they 
knew. In some areas, however, 
foyers were only given about 
£180 for each individual on 
New Deal out of an average 
£400 or more spent on prepar- 
ing young people for the 
scheme through the so-called 
Gateway process. 

“Far heaven's sake we in- 
vented the Gateway. Wb have 
been helping to get toneless peo- 
ple into work for years,” said Ms 
Hayman, who added that too 
much money was channelled by 
local partnerships through Tam- 
ing and Enterprise Councils. 

Part of the extra £50m, an- 
nounced by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer in Tuesday's 
Budget, win be spent on a “men- 
toring” service for the 18- to 24 
year-olds on New Deal. Under 
the system volunteers firombusi- 



Gordon Brown: Announced 
'New Dear mentoring funds 

nesses, charities, churches and 
ethnic minority organisations 
will act as personal advisers or 
“buddies” to the most needy 
participants on the programme. 

Under the plan up to ItKlJXKl 
young people win be ofiered the 
support of trained mentors over 
the life of this Parliament, 
according to David Blunkett, the 
Secretary of Slate for Education 
and Employment. 

Victor Adcbowalc, chief ex- 
ecutive of Centrcpoinl, said his 
organisation already provided 
residents with mentors where 
they were needed. 

“Homeless young people 
tell us that it's very difficult u> 
get and maintain fall-time work 
without a place to iron clothes 
or get a good night's sleep. For 
many homeless young people a 
mentoring scheme is not a pri- 
ority. A safe place to live and 
help to maintain accommoda- 
tion is the first step,” he said. 

Other dements of the extra 
£5 Dm will help to provide basic 
skills courses and there will be 
increased access to specialist 
help to tackle such problems as 
alcohol and drug dependency, 
homelessness and debt 

Employment Service man- 
agers report that one of the 
biggest problems encountered 
by young people hoping to take 
jobs is the mountain of debt they 
have built up. 
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FBI expert 
has clue to 
Mardi Gra 

identity 


By Jason Beimetto 

Crime Correspondent 

THE CRIMINOLOGIST -who 
successfully compiled an of- 
fender profile of the American 
“Unabomber” believes the 
Mardi Gra terrorist, who h-'x 
been responsible for a series of 
explosions in London, is likely 
to switch targets soon and will 
not stop even if be is paid ex- 
tortion money. 

Dr Bill Tafoya, a former 
FBI officer, also provided yes- 
terday a description of tbe man 
he believes is behind the Rrftkh 
bombings. He think s he is prob- 
ably in his mid 30s, feels un- 
dervalued, lives in London, h««t 
a boring job, and is motivated 
by attention. He believes Sains- 
b lily’s and Barclays Bank are 
being targeted, not for money, 
but because Mardi Gta thinks 
he was badly treated as a cus- 
tomer and bears a grudge. 

It took the FBI nearly 20 
years to capture the Un- 
abomber, ltd Kaczynski, who 
sent or delivered bombs that 
IriOed three people and injured 
two others. Kaczynski, 54, 
was jailed for life this year af- 
ter the former mathematician 

and Harvard graduate was 
traded down in 1996 to a cab- 
in in Montana, following a tip 
off by his brother. - 

Dr Thfoya, who appeared 
yesterday at a conference in 
Manchester organised by die 
National Criminal Intelligence 

Service, said he thought tbe 
Mardi Gra bomber, who has 
detonated 34 -small bullet do- ~ 
vices in the past four years, was 
“dramatically different^ to 
Kac^nskL “He is nowhere near 
as sophisticated,” he said 

He told The Independent: 
“He is toakingfor attention, not 
money - that does not interest 


a scrapbook with all the reports 
of what he has done. Getting 
money wiD not stop him 

think he will go for a dif- 
ferent target soon. It could be 


thinks has banned Mm." " 

He added: “Mardi Gra may 
have been insulted by a check- 
out girl or a bag bey. He may 
have bought a bad duden 
from Sainsbmy— it could be that 
simple. He probably feels un- 
deivahied for Ins hard work six) 
has a paranoia about someone 
trying to do l™ harm or in- 
sulting him.’’ 

The bombs, the latest of 
which was exploded in a plas- 
tic bag near a Sainsbmy store 
in south-east London on Tues- 
day, are simply made and sug- 
gest the maker has a “menial 
job” such as caretaker or office 
worker, said Dr Thfoya. 

The type of device used, 
which were first targeted against 
Bard ays bank in 1994, also 
suggest the bomber may be a 
former military man or engi- 
neer, alternatively be may have 
belonged to a gun chib, he 
added. He is likely to fed that 
he has “not got hi just reward 
from life”, probably dresses in 
a boring manner and does not 
lode out of place in some of the 
poorer districts of London, Dr 
TMbya believes. • 

Asked how police should 
best proceed to catch the 
bomber; he said they could re- 
examine the first few bombing 
incidents when, he is mostly 
Kkely to have made mtonkas 
“They should look at them up- 
side down and backwards.* ’ 

Drlkfoya noted &at the FBI 
had ignored the offender pro- 
file of the Unabomber, which - , 
later proved to be accurate in 
several key areas. ' 


Inquiry launched into 
plane nosewheel collapse 

AN investigation was under way last night into why the nosewbed 
of an aircraft suddenly collapsed shortly after it landed with 62 
people on board. The 58 passengers andfour crew escaped down 
emergency chutes on to die tarmac at Manchester Airport. 

One passenger was taken to hospital with a broken ankle 
and another four were treated on the spotfor minor injuries. 
Passengers on the 830am British Regional Airlines BA 7783 
flight from Southampton later told how the ATF.aircraft be- 
gan shaking as the captain and first officer struggled tomairj- 
tain control as tbe nosewheel collapse. It slewed adeways across 
tbe runway and came to rest with its nose against the ground 

Ten held over Maze killing 

AT LEAST 10 Loyalist \folunteer Rwce prisoners in the Maze 
jail were arrested and questioned by police yesterday about 
the killing of a murder suspect in the prison. The move came 
after detectives returned to the LVF wing of the jail where 
David Keys, 26, was found murdered on Sunday . He was one 
of four men remanded in custody, charged with the murder 
of two friends, in a Poyntzpass, Co Armagh, pub. 

Counterfeit gang jailed 

A GANG of forgers which planned to flood the economy with 
rafnirmc of pounds of fake banknotes during the European 
football c ham pionships was yesterday jailed for a total of 26 
years. Glasgow men Thomas McAnea, 48 and RaymandDean, 
44, who masterminded the plot, were found guilty of coun- 
terfeiting and conspiracy to defraud charges and jailed for 10 
years and eight-and-a half years respective^. Three others were 
ja&edfor between one and five years. A sixth man was fined 
£L000 after the eight-week trial 
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High art 
joins high 
fashion 


By Rachel Henry 




Artists’ impression: Models dressed by Yves Saint Laurent in the National Gallery room funded by the designer 


MASTERPIECES from France and 
the Netherlands go on show together for 
the first tim e today as four rooms in the 
National Gallery open to the public, 
following a £4m restoration. 

The Gallery raised the cost of this, the 
first of two renovation phases for its 
North Galleries, from the private sector - 
and more than half the funds came from 
prance. Tbe designer Yves Saint Laurent 
has supported the entire cost of the 
largest room (left) which bouses 17th- 
century Paris paintings, including Philippe 
de Champaigne’s portrait of Cardinal 
Richelieu. The Queen and the Queen 
Mother have also backed the project. 

NcQ MacGregor, director of the 
National Gallery, described the support 
as “an outstanding example of European 
co-operation”. The second £4m phase is 
Photograph: Rut Xavier due to open in the autumn of next year. 
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No hiding place 
for dangerous 
sex offenders 


By Kim Sengupca 


DETAILS about the where- 
ahouls of paedophiles follow- 
ing their release from prison can 
be revealed to the public by the 
authorities, the Court of Appeal 
ruled in a landmark judgment 
yesterday. 

The police and other gov- 
ernment agencies wBl now be 
legally entitled to publicise 
where the freed ses offenders 
arc Jiving "to protect the pub- 
lic and in particular children'', 
and the media will be allowed 
to name them. 

The judgment comes just 
days after it was announced that 
up to 150 convicted sex of- 
fenders will he released from 
prison into the community 
without compulsory supervi- 
sion. Six of those arc said to be 
as potentially dangerous as 
child-killer Robert Oliver, who 
fans already cost the public 
£100.000 in efforts to protect 
him from from vigilantes, and 
children from him. 

Lord Woolf. Master of the 
Rolls, sitting with Lord Justice 
Schicmann and Lord Justice 
Robert Walker stressed, how- 
ever. that "disclosure should 
only be made when there is a 


pressing need”, and urged that 
more should be done to find 
paedophiles appropriate ac- 
commodation after they had 
served their jail sentences. 

The judges rejected an ap- 
peal by Peter and Christine 
Thorpe against a decision by 
North Wales police to release 
information about them. They 
also lifted an order preventing 
the media from naming the pair 
after being told tbat their pre- 
sent address was not known. 

Mr Thorpe, 46, and his 
42-year-old wife were described 
as “extremely dangerous peo- 
ple who will pose a considerable 
risk to children” in a report by 
Northumbria police. Both had 
left prison in July 1996 after 
serving seven years and four 
months of a 11-year sentence 
for the rape of a girl of 16, and 
a series of indecent assaults on 
young children. 

Afterwards they had to flee 
from a series of places after lo- 
cal communities in the area be- 
came aware of their identity and 
crimes. The court was told the 
couple had cooperated with the 
authorities in the past, but they 
had now "gone to ground". 

Giving judgment. Lord 
Woolf stated: “We agree with 


a Divisional Court that the 
policy of North Whies police 
was not unlawful, nor was the 
action of of the police in giving 
effect to that policy. 

"The more recent guidance 
of the Home Secretary is an im- 
provement on that policy. It is 
reassuring to know that the lat- 
est policy will be applied in the 
future. Regrettably recent ex- 
perience has confirmed that 
while some former offenders' 
behaviour has changed after 
serving their sentence, other of- 
fenders retain the propensity to 
repeat then offending and if giv- 
en the opportunity to do so, 
co mmi t further offences of the 
same or similar nature". 

Paul Cavadino, principal of- 
ficer of the Natioaal Association 
for the Care and Resettlement 
of Offenders, said the judgment 
was welcome because it al- 
lowed the police to give out in- 
formation only when there was 
a pressing need to do so. "It will 
act as a valuable check on the 
way police forces decide 
whether to disclose sex offend- 
ers' identities to third parties. 
The court’s emphasis on find- 
ing stable accommodation for 
released sex offenders is par- 
ticularly welcome.” 
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New Oyster cult: Nigel Coates at Earls Court with his ‘energy-aware prototype for the expanding homes market* 


Photograph: Jobri Voos 


Concept house takes flight for the future 


By Nonie Niesewand 

THE NEW kid on the block at 
the Ideal Home exhibition is 
guaranteed to cause the net cur- 
tains in the adjacent show bous- 
es to tweak. It is called the 


Oyster by its architect Nigel 
Coates, but from some angles 
it looks more like a Stealth 
Bomber landed inside Earl’s 
Court. 

With its cross-shaped deck 
and shallow oval pod upper- 
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storey perched above the all- 
glass ground floor, this family 
house.for four owes more to the 
aircraft industry than a mollusc. 

Although he is the professor 
of architecture at the Royal Col- 
lege of Art, and his list of 
clients includes the Foreign 
Office and the Department of 
Trade and Industry, Nigel 
Coates is not a name you would 
normally link with the relentlessly 
linttendy Ideal Home eriribitkm. 
But he likes to play to big audi- 
ences, and so be entered a com- 
petition spohsoredby Blueprint 
called Concept House. . 

Coates’s creation doesn’t 
need gutters and soil pipesand . 
any of those awkward plumb- • 
ing pieces that xxiight spoft the 
lift-off of its copper-clad root 
The copper will eventually yer- 
di-gris which will softca its ; 
impact in the leafy suburbs 
' wferefcoatesfhft^^ " 


bofiders at the exhibition want- 
ed toprototype iL Instead Lon- 
don Electricity helped get one 
off the ground regenerate in- 
terest, If enough df the 500,000 
people expected 'to visit this 
year's exhibition want to see one 
in their cul-de-sac, then ifw31 
be possible to manufacture, 
components for on-sate assem- 
bfy. Coates estimates they could 
thensdl for £100,000. “The idea 
istomakeafiesb energy-aware 
prototype for die expanding 
homes market” he says. 

■ The all-glass downstairs is 
panelled with sections of Pri- 
valite glass, which tarn from 
dear to opaque at the flick of - 
a switch. A liquid ciystal coat- 
hag; activated by anetectncal Im- 
pulse makes toe change. - 
- Furnishing a round house 
used to be as easy as buying a 
water-bed and some poufes. 
‘But thatJdndof Seventies sub- 1 


mister admits Doi 


Coates's style trial- Besides, be 
treats the space as a “soft oval”. 
So he furnished it himiself with 
straightforward easy pieces 
which are much more com- 
fortable than they look to shat- 
ter a few myths about modern 
furniture. 

. i Open-plan living can be ex- 
acting with two children. So 
Coates planned two staircases 
to turn the upstairs wing into 
two separate units. ,* V 
. like all modernists, he is par- 
ticular about soft fu rnishings . 
There are insulated . shutters 
instead of floral curtains, while 
flimsy voile screens filter light 
indoors to provide surfaces for 
images beamed on them from 
LCD projectors which the ar- 
chitect calls “rawing digital 
wallpaper”. Dcwn^airs.asandy 
brown camouflage pattern 
called “Desert. Storm” ' gives 
sfeet credto tfee riri^guCnilla. 
... i Thdobibit^^ 
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THE Government' yesterday 
admitted that there are “prob- 
lems” over the use of powerful 
global warming gases in the M3- 
Iennium Dome. 

Michael Meachei; file envi- 
ronment minister, blamed lack 
of consultation over - hy- 
droflurocaxboQs (HFCs) in the 
air conditioning system for the 
current row. The result was that 


the project was now up against 
a “vbjy fight schedule”. . 

Mr Meadrerwas speaking at 
the launch of a first business 
plan for UK environment in- 
dustries' in London amid 
protests about the “anti-green” , . 
nature' of the controversial 
dome now being built on 
Greenwich Peninsular by the 
Thames in south-east London. 


V The Ibries’ environment 
spokesman, Tim Yeo.fras raged 
John Fresco tt, the Deputy 
Prune Minister, to act river the 
“dangers” of using greenhouse 
gases m the system. 

The Government _has 
pledged to cut greenhouse gas- 
es. with the European Union, 
by at least 8 per cent by 2010 
asagreedat the Kyoto summiL 
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Britain to lose most EU aid to regions 


By Katherine Butler 
and Kim Sengupta 

SOME of the poorest regions in tfae 
United Kingdom reacted with dis- 
may yustenlay at the prospect of los- 
ing hundreds of millions in 
European Union funding as Brus- 
sels announced a radical shake up 
of its aid programme. 

London's protests about the 
scale of poverty in the United King- 
dom were brushed aside yesterday 
as the European Commission un- 
\eiied proposals which would see 
British regions frura Scotland to 
Cornwall deprived of massive shares 
of aid. Overall, the country could 
lose almost Si) per eem of the sum 
it gets at present. 

Britain was also warned by com- 
mission president. Jacques Santer, 
that its budget rebate negotiated by 
Baroness Thatcher in would 
have to be reviewed in the autumn 
when the European Union s nest sis- 
vear spending plans come up for 
renegotiation.. 

The commission stys that reform 
of the system under which £ 23bn is 
given to the regions was inevitable 
vviih the EU’s derision to admit up 
to It* p»* >rer m >unlries from Eastern 
Europe and Cyprus. 

Detailed changes announced by 
European Union regional policy 
commissioner. Monika Wulf Malh- 
ics. will see Northern Ireland and the 
Scottish Highlands and Islands dis- 
qualified finra the priority aid brack- 
et they currently enjoy after 1999. 
Because of improvements in living 
standards, they no lv>nger pass the 
test that income per head is below 
75 per cent of the EU average. 

Merseyside will retain its claim 
for top rates of funding and for the 
first lime South Yorkshire, which has 
sunk to levels of poverty on a par 
with eastern Germany, will see its 
share of aid doubled. But 13 regions 
with so-called “objective 2" status - 
areas of industrial decline -will see 













Skye bridge, linking island to mainland: Under the new proposals, the Highlands and Islands will lose their priority: aid bracket status 


their funding slashed because un- 
employment will be the main yard- 
stick of poverty and jobless rates in 
most UK regions have fallen. 

Commissioners overruled de- 
mands from the British govern- 
ment to have gross domestic product 
per capita also included as one of the 
criteria. Low-paid jobs mean that in- 
come per bead in many British re- 
gions is well below the EU average. 
A last-minute attempt by commis- 


sion member Neil Kinnock to blunt 
the worst effect of the cuts provoked 
angry debate among his colleagues. 
In the end. Mr Kinnock limited the 
rinmagfl s ligh tly by ensuring that the 
hill in the percentage of Britain’s 
population covered by EU aid would 
be no greater than one-third, but he 
failed to secure the fall of just one- 
quarter that be wanted. 

A lengthy round of negotiations 
between EU governments on the 


share-out of a total package worth 
£126bn will now begin and could 
take up to a year with every mem- 
ber state besides Britain fighting for 
a better deal The size of the aid cake . 
is down 12 per cent On what it was 
in 1993 when negotiations last took 
place. 

For the years of 1994 to 1999, 
Britain's share came to £9.7bn, 
£6_5bn of which went to regions in 
England, £13bn to Scotland, £636m 


to ’Whies and £Llm to Northern Ire- 
land. But the British government 
points out that despite being the fifth 
largest contributor to the HU bud- 
get, its 11 thin the league table when 
it comes to handouts. 

EU officials say that It was “not 
realistic" for the Prime Minister, 
Tbny Blair, to come to Brussels to 
preach about his successes in tads;-' 
ling unemployment while at the 
same time claiming poverty levels 


Photograph: AP 

worse than those in Ireland. The 
President of the Board of Trade; 
Margaret Beckett, said last night that 
relying on unemployment to iden- 
tify aid regions would be “unreliable 
and an unbalanced way of gauging 
regional deprivation. It would also 
be unfair to the UK which tends to 
have lower unemployment rates in 
equally poor areas’*. She vowed to 
negotiate for a “fair and affordable” 
deal during Renegotiations. 


Rural losers fear decline as Europe accused of moving the goalposts 


BRITISH officials complained last 
night that the goalposts have been 
moved on regional aid, and the re- 
gions which had lost out complained 
the lack of aid could have grave eco- 
nomic consequences. 

Ulster Unionist Euro MP Jim 
Nicholson said Northern Ireland is 
losing out on funding at a time when 


it was desperately needed. He said: 
“If there is an opportunity for a dif- 
ferent political climate and a return 
to a normal society in Northern Ire- 
land, it's ridiculous that Brussels 
would deprive us of much needed 
funding at a time when we can move 
forward and create a level of em- 
ployment which we haven’t got” 


Liberal Democrat rural affairs 
spokesman Charles Kennedy, whose 
Ross, Skye and Inverness con- 
stituency qualified for Objective I 
funding under the existing system, 
declared he was ready to fight to 
keep that status. He added bis par- 
ty would “underline the continuing 
vulnerability of our economic base”. 


Highlands Council convenor Pe- 
ter Peacock said -the European. 
Union will be taking into account: 
sparcity of city population when de-j 
riding which areas, were eligible fer 
the hiCTatrve Objective I status. He , 
continued: “That measure is . 
presently eight persons per squar^ 
kilometre, ours is nine persons per 


square kilometre. We are certainity 
not giving up." 

However, there were also win- 
ners. Under the new proposals 
South Yorkshire stands to gain up 
toflJbn. 

Dennis MacShane, the Labour 
,MP tor Rotherham said: ‘This is the 
nest economic news this region has 


had for -20 years. This will provide 
a massive boost for economic re- 
generation in Yorkshire. 1 ’ 

Merseyside also welcomed the 
news it is likely to qualify for Ob- 
jective 1. Merseyside Trailing and 
Enterprise Council chief Linda 
Bloomfield said it was “wonderful , 


‘Computer * 
in every 
home for 

millennium’ 


By Charles Arthur 

Science Edit or , 

A LABOUR MP came up with a new 
millennium target yesterday; a com- 
puter in every home, paid for by Na- 
tional Lottery funds. 

Derek Wyatt said in a short de- 
bate on the Government’s strategy 
for the internet, that putting PGs into 
the UK’s 233 million bousebdlds for 
free by 2002 would “cost nd ( more 
than the Millennium Dome - and be 
a better use of the cash.” It frouM 
prepare children, who will soon all 
be guaranteed an email addrfeiss at 
school, for a world in which “the In- 
ternet is the key to retooling and 
reg trillin g our society”. * 

■A typical home PC costs about 
£1,000, meaning it would take nigh- 
ty £240m to provide every homejritii 
one. The funding for the Dome to- 
tals £7Q0m. 

Calling for the creation of a new 
“Ministry of Communications", Mr 
■Vtyatt said it should have six “in- 
ternet Czars" who would train all 
minis ters. MPs and departments jo 
ensure they can cope with the grow- 
ing influe nce of the World Wide Wot. 
The new ministry's brief would i in- 
clude responsibility for telecommut- 
nj cations, broadcast, regulation^ 
software, post offices, village halls 
and the Internet. j 

He added: “If this Government', 
sits on its Internet-free hands for- 
much longer over this issue, any 
chance we have of creating a mod- i 
era post industrial society will have ■ 
been lost forever.” 

Currently, he said, the Internet is 
a more expensive pursuit than many 
others: the Media Intelligence Bu- 
reau has put the cost, including pur- 
chase of the computer, electricity, 
access and phone bill, at £3.87 per 
hour - compared with £1.67 for a trip 
to the movies and less than 12p per 
hour to watch free to air television. 

His comments received backing 
from members, including Labour's 
John Maxton, MP for Glasgow Cath- 
cart He said: “The state of Ifexas has 
now taken the derision that they are 
baying no more textbooks. Every 
child receives a laptop computer with 
I an access to the- Internet, so they get 
their information in that way. Isn’t 
that the.waywe should be ggiag for- 
ward medut^on m this country?” 
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Bribery overseas will 
be offence in Britain 
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Lending support: The American model Brenda Sdrad, star of the new W o nd erfara adver t i s ement, launching the 
paster campaign in Keraiington, south London, yesterday Photograh: David Rose 


By Colin Brown 
Chief Fbtitkal Correspondent 

BRITISH businessmen will face fines or 
imprisonment for using bribes to win big 
cannact5 abroad under new laws contained 
in an anti-sleaze Bill to be unveiled in the 
autumn by Jade Straw. 

The Home Secretary will seek lo dean 
up sleaze in Westminster and town haDs 
across Britain with a package of measures 
m the wake of the *^cash for questions" scan- 
dal involving ’EayMfc hi the last pariKameoL 
It win become an offence to bribe MFs. 

7he Independent has learned that it will 
also become an offence for British citizens 
to engage in bribery abroad. The interna- 
tional anti-corruption laws will be target- 
ed at big overseas arms contracts involving 
British companies, and dvihan projects such 
as dams and airports. In future, it win make 
it a criminal offence for a UK resident or 
company to bribe public officials in another 
country. 

Dare Short, the Secretary of State for 
Internati onal Development, pushed for the 
measure with the backing of Margaret 


Beckett, the President of the Board of 
Trade. Britain signed a Treaty in Decem- 
ber in Paris by the Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Co-operation and Development 
. (OECD) which is to be ratified by the end 
of the year on outlawing international 
brfoay and corruption. 

Mr Straw is taking the lead in bringing 
the OECD dcdaratkHi into UK law through 
the Home Office legislation. He told a joint 
select committee on parliamentary privilege 
in Jammy that the Government would rout 
out dishonesty in public life and increase 
trust in those who held public office. 

He said that the Government saw a re- 
view of the corruption laws as they applied 
to MRs as being an integral part of the do- 
mestic and international fight against cor- 
ruption. A new single offence of corruption 
covering both the public and private sectors 
is expected lo be introduced. Mr Straw is 
also studying the Nolan committee recom- 
mendation that anti-corruption legislation 
should be emended to cover behaviour that 
amounted to misuse of public office. 

The pressure for government action 
against international corruption was 


Drug offenders 
to be dealt with 
at special court 


stepped up by a ministerial aide, Hugh Bay- 
Icy, MP for York, who introduced bis own 
backbench Bill bat month to promote the 
for new laws against international 
bribery and corruption. 

He was opposed by the Tbty MP for 
Lichfield, Michael Fbbricant, who warned 
that if bribery was made illegal for British 
companies, “it would probably rule many 
British companies out of applying for 
contracts abroad which would simply fall 
into the hands of French, German. Japan- 
ese, American and other competitors". 

Mr Bayley said bribery was legal as kmg 
as the act of bribery took place offshore, 
and in some instances it was still a tax- 
deductible activity. 

He sakb “When bribery takes root, peo- 
ple start buying things (hat they do not need. 
Last year, the chief of naval staff in Pak- 
istan resigned amid allegations of bribery 
in connection with a £580m purchase of 
submarines." Mr Bayley estimated that the 
global sums paid in bribery by some of the 
poorest countries in the world totalled 
£50bn. roughly the same as the sum 
needed to eradicate world poverty. 
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By Esther Leach 

MAGISTRATES are soon lo 
begin training for an experi- 
mental court dedicated to deal- 
ing with drug offenders. 

They will spend two days 
looking in depth and discussing 
with experts the impact of hard 
drugs on society and the lives 
of people who take them and 
deal in them. 

The JPs, all very experi- 
enced, will sit at Whkefield and 
Pontefract magistrates’ courts 
in West Yorkshire, where they 
win decide if offenders go on re- 
habilitation programmes or are 
sentenced in another way. 

Constance GObey, 68, chair- 
woman of Mkefield magis- 
trates, who is one of a pool of 
24 volunteer JK, said the court 
should not be seen as an easy 
option for offenders. 

“Those who go • on tire 
treatment programme will 
foDow a veiy strictTegiine which 
will restrict their freedom/’ 
said Miss Gflbey. u The idea is 
to help offenders to break the 
drugs habit and give them new 
lives _ what’s useful to the 
offender will be useful to 
society." 

Miss Gilbey, a JP for 38 
years, said magistrates wSl have 


to be convinced that the of- 
fenders who come to their 
court are committed to. the 
treatment p ro gramm e before 
they are allowed on to it 

The court, which begi n s wo ri c 
in June, is part of “Step" - sub- 
stance misuse and enforcement 
programme- initiated by WMqb- 
field Health Authority, drugs 
agencies in the aite and the UK 
anti-drugs co-ordinator, Keith 
Heflawefl, when he was chief 
constable of Wfesf Yorkshire, af- 
ter th^sawasinrilarsdiemeop^ 
erating in Miami. 

Police will refer offenders ar- 
rested for drug-related crimes 
to a Step worker who wiD assess 
them in the ceDs before they are 
bailed or remanded to the next 
available drugs court, which 
wfflbehddweekfyin’Whkefidd 
and eventually Pontefract 

Their treatment taken while 
on probation will involv'd detox- 
ification, using ding substitutes, 

- and therapy to change altitudes 
and behaviour. Regdarurine 
tests will be made to check that 
no drugs are being taken. 

An offender will go back to 
court regularly so magistrates 
can monitor (heir progress. If 
they do well they wiQ graduate 
and the probation order 
terminated or left to expire. 


IE MOST 

fuel EFFICIENT 


•• .-a MJ’" .Ffcvi . Vi iS •-'* r i - ■ i 

r?r ■ 


ENGINE 



LABLE FROM 


It v 9 .% 


SWIFTCALL 












*. •• V ** f- 



•l.:- r'l/fc bia^talirough in fuel economy; It returns op . 

feShy. pcr^gallon tank -will take you approximately 

j ; ! X ' •:!' ^ ^ stgoj^a! suxuoo£ara^ player body coloured bumpers 

is^uaiioe.*- jPoi ; xotxt information all 0345 400 800. 

f- v -yf FROM VA.UXHALL 


afc;p 


' . W / : 


—un, wtrarascT (TTUlf DF GOIHG TO PRESS AHO INCLUDE VAUXHALL*S RCCOHHCNDED OH-THE-MMO RMKflCE ESZS AND 12 MONTHS BOM) fiJMD LICENCE £150. 80DT SlDG-PWJTHmON UOULDtNG MAY DIFFER FTiOM THAT SHOWN. •CALCULATIONS RELATE TO 3DR MODEL BA3ED 
Movt'HuSrnraatMaAN FUEL CONSUMPTION FIBUftCS AND PETROL AT S9P PER UTRE. *0FFEF AVAILABLE ON ALL CORSAS OftDEREO Kt 2U05I9S. OFFER AVAILABLE TO PRIVATE PiDWIDUALS AND NON VST VEBtSTERED BUSINESSES, ALL OTHER CUSTOMERS ARE EXCLUDED, 
0N9OTl^H™uHBwr«u-«rno™r.«re DRWERS AGED BETWEEN 17 AND 80. K 100 EXCESS WILL APPiy. C130 IN N JJ. OFFERS SUBJECT TO STATUS, COWXTIONS AND «AHABlUTV. 








THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 1* MARCH 1°”S 

14 


14/FOREIGN 


Cook wins 
friends in 
Syria and 
Lebanon 


A giant of the war falls before th e wrath o f 

^ -p-MRSX they ripped down S fowled oul byTod’s 

r diary i ass* 


By Robert Fisk 

- 3«i-ul 

A BELLOW of thunder her- 
alded the approach ol Robin 
Cook. Middle East peace-mak- 
er extraordinary, hem of Har 
Homa and political deseen- 
dan: of Lord Arthur James 
Bid lour. In the Lebanese for- 
eign ministry, a hush tell as the 
Briton who lost his dinner in- 
vitation with Benjamin Ne- 
lanvnhu took his diminutive 
place before the microphones 
alongside ihcvciy tall Lebanese 
foreign minister. Riris Boueiz. 

Having stood up to the might 
of the Israeli settlers. Mr Cook 
had just come from the halls of 
power in Syria where the Lion 
of Damascus - President Hafez 
el-Assad - congratulated him on 
the stand taken by the European 
Union in the Middle East. They 
had discussed Israel's offer (or 
threat, depending on your view) 
to stage a unilateral withdraw- 
al from its occupation zone in 
southern Lebanon. 

Mr Cook and his erocodile 
of dark-suited FO experts, of 
course, understand all too well 
how the Syrians feel. If Israel 
withdraws from southern 
Lebanon but stays in the occu- 
pied Syrian Golan Heights, it 
might be able to persuade the 
world that it wants peace while 
keeping Golan - and without a 
war in southern Lebanon, the 
Syrian* would not be able to en- 
courage the Hizbollah to kill 
more Israeli soldiers and thus 
put further pressure on Israel 
to leave Golan. But that was not 
what Mr Cook said. 

So what did Mr Assad tell 


Blair to risk wrath 


Tony Blair may visit some of 
the ‘disputed territories in 
Israel next month in spite of 
the anger caused on Ttaesday 
by the visit by Robin Cook, 
the Foreign Secretary, writes 
Colin Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent. 

The Israeli Prime Mmistex; 
Benjamin Netanyahu, ac- 
cused Mr Cook of breaching 
agreement about not 
meeting any Palestinian 
official when he visited the 
Israeli settlement of Har 
Homa, known to Palestinians 
as Jebel Abo Ghneim. 

The Prime Minister's 
spokesman said Mr Blair 
would not be visiting the same 
settlement as Mr Cook. Mr 
Blair will be visiting Israel 
around 21 April. 


Mr Cook? Our Foreign Secre- 
tary told The Independent. 

-I think it is fair to say that 
they [the Syrians] do not them- 
selves see a realistic prospect of 
a unilateral Israeli withdrawal 
Were such a unilateral with- 
drawal to take place, that is a 
matter for the Israeli govern- 
ment I think that if there were 
to be any discussion about the 
terms of that withdrawal, they 
[the Syrians] would, of course, 
expect the Syrian trade to be 
part of that discussion, and we 
all want to see progress on that 
same track.” 

It was not difficult to see how 

the Middle East must tremble 
when Mr Cook speaks. Lord 

Balfour would have been proud. 
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Blown Itesfcting all bomb* the big wheel of Beirut was a qrmhol of anriwl in 

it couldn’t stand up to ttiswerfAtyphoon PhotogmphAP 


F IRST, they ripped down 
the bombed-out Ameri- 
can embassy. Then last 
year, the wreckage of the US 
Marine -base - 241 US service- 
men died in the 1983 suicide 
bombing- was bulldozed away. 
But on Monday Cod took a 
hand and tore down one of the 
Lebanese civil war’s most en- 
during monuments: the great 

yellow, red and green ferns 
wheel that had turned merrily 
for the past 20 years. Bombs 
had exploded 20 yards away. 
Shells had cradled into the 
funfair behind. But it was a tem- 
pest of wen more explosive pro- 
portions that brought the whole 
thing twisting and budding to 
the ground thisweet 

Td been on the bigwbeel 
myself with a scoreaf Lebanese 
families. Td even helped make 
a panpei 4 televiacm series in 
which, our cameraman, Steve' 
Foster, filmed Beirut from One 
of the bucket chairs that now 
lies cr um pled at the bottom of 
my street But 1 wasn’t surprised 
at its fate. Not in living mem- 
ory had a typhoon of this pro- 
portion struck the city, a 
monstrous wind quite unEkethe 
hamsin storm that normally 
dumps Egypt’s grey sand over 
Lebanon at the start of spring. 

1 flew back to Beirut on an Air 
France Airbus as the first tem- 
pest subsided, a great camel ride 

of a flight that landed in Beirut 
with a coating of yellow sand on 
the plane's wings. 

For the sand falling across 
Beirut is from a sahra wind, 
from Libya, along with so much 

rain that our sunsets have come 

dark red through the cydone. 
At my home on the Comicbe, 
the deluge has been flying hor- 
izontally off the sea, sma s hin g 
into my apartment block to be 
blasted upwards by the wind. I 
found oar family cat Whiter 
-named after the news editor 
of the International Herald Hi - 
bune - sitting in astonishment 
on the balcony as rain streamed 

from the ground towards the 
top of the house. Maybe this 
was what itfeltlike to go down 
on the Titanic (of which more 
later). 
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Robert Fisk 


O N TUesday, I drove 
down the rain-lashed 
coast to the south 
L&anese town of Tibnin where 
the Irish battalion of the Umt- 

• . . WTOC rpL 


ebrating Saint Patrick’s Day. 
Colonel Colm Doyle - Loro 
Carrington's ADC in Yu- 
goslavia - inspected his men 
alongside the UN’s new Fijian 
force commander, a masivefig- 
ure - and a massive improve- 
ment on his Polish predecessor 
who filled almost every page of 
the UN’s magazine, Politburo- 
style, with pictures of himself. 
The soldiers wore sprigs of 
shamrock, forced to receive 
their l ar^sr UN medals under 
a tent whose roof vibrated with 
the downpour. The UN’s equal- 


sdtution-inM^" 0 

ssatft 

anger overhead 

F or a people inunS to 
tragedy, you mighi 
der why *e 1^+j* 
have been turning out m le*ras 
to see Titanic- But they 
Backing six cinemas (a B*ut 

£ord) at 55,000 specta4« 

wee k (another record - 1 

the liner’s fate appeal to t 
as the elements dose m W» 

Beirut? Are they attracted^ 

the name of the ship, whiuHn 

Arabic means •‘Let’s have St. 

Or could it be that we wl 
erners simply donot _k» 
whal the Beirons know: that i 

Lebanese, praying 1 
God’s mercy in steerage, wl 
down with the Titanic, the 
names unrecorded bear 
they boarded as wait-bsted J 
sengers at Cherbourg. For lh 
most part, they were poo 
Christians from the Bekaa val 
ley and - because their names 
went unlisted and. no doubt, be- 
cause they were of “Middle East 

appearance” - no one in the 
great world cared about their 
fate except the families left 
behind in Lebanon. 


ly 

Timur Gofcsel, had to shout to 
malm himself heard, difficult 
since the confident, loquacious 
- and brilliant - Golcael speaks 
Englis h so well but at such 
speed that he sometimes verges 
on the incomprehensible. 

B ut what sounded over 
Tibnin on Tuesday were 
the Hap s of thunder that 
detonated down the airwaves to 
Ireland as KTE, the Irish state 
broadcasting service, inter- 
viewed its UN soldiers live 
down the fine to Dublin. Pre- 
senters shouted through the 
storm as great blue and grey 
clouds trembling with light- 
ning drifted down the wadis 
around Tibnin. And there at 
one point was Fisk, waffling on 
to Irish listeners about the in- 
conastenties of Lebanon's con- 


I t was the same case with the 

five Sidon fishermen who 
vanished into the storm on 
Monday. Their names were 
buried in the weather reports m 
the papers, consigned to the 
waves which crashed over the 
coast road and sprayed across 
the wreckage of the Beirut fer- 
ris wheel But on Tuesday, then- 
two little boats appeared at the 
entrance to Sidon port They 
had lost sight of shore, roped 
themselves together in the ty- 
phoon and fought off the sea fin- 
12 horns while praying - Tiumk- 
style - for God’s mercy. As- 
tonished police and harbour 
workers watched the two bat- 
tered hulks creep into calm 

waters. And so it was that Bas- 

sam Habll Hassan Chaabane, 
Rifaat al-Aadfl, Faij Halime 
and Khaled Awja came home. 
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Clinton’s 
aides fall 

iHto their 
Own trap 


mmmwmKYM 


By Mar Dejevsky. 

in Wfcshgton 

IF THE White House had 
hopetplaying dirty woujd de- 
flect th squeamish Washington 
press Dips from the chase af- 
ter pstdendal sex scandals, it 
had aother think coming yes- 
terda The heirs of Watergate 
hero; Ed Wbodtvazri and 
Benlem seemed only riled by 
Whk House attempts to dis- 
creet Kathleen Willey, the 
wonm who danra President 
Bfldinton groped her when 
shewenl to ask for ajob.They 
voed to continue their hunt. 

.liere was particular irrita- 
tia over the copies of letter? 
ari telephone log? released by 
tt White House on Monday, 
Is than 24 hours after Ms WQ- 
k’s television appearance. The 
2 handwritten letters, gmfliing ty 

Afbusiastic about Mr rMntrm 
t president, were released in 
n apparent attempt to show 
oat whatever happened in the 
Jval Office on 29 November 
1993, it had not diminished Ms 
Willey’s devotion to the Presi- 
dent Therefore, the reasoning 
apparently ran, nothing had . 
happened - or if ft did, Ms Wil- 
ley was happy about it. 

If it had been so easy to find 
and produce these records, re- 
porters asked, what about iet- 

V ters and logs of telephone calls 
from Monica Lewinsky to the 
President? Washington re- 
porters have enquired daily 
about such records ever since ai- 
| legations two months ago that 
Mr Clinton had bad an affair 
with the former White House 
trainee and induced her to lie , 
about it 

I Early on in the Lewinsky ' 
saga, the New Krfc limes re- 
ported that White House visi- 

^ tors’ logs showed the former 
trainee hadvisited toe*Wh5e 
House 37 times since she 
stopped working there in 1996. 
Some visits had taken place 
outride normal working hours. * 
Since that leaked information 
was published, it has never been 
denied by the White House but 
neither have records been pro- 
duced. The chorus from re- 
porters now is: why not? 

A series of damaging-limit- - 
mg television appearances by 
the White House commupica- 
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Stockmarket figures 
just don't add up for 
Beardstown Ladies 






- 



A CHERISHED fantasy of 
Amcrica'srijareKJwnn^denmc- 
racy— that amateur investors can 




tions director and Clinton ally 
Ann Levris have also come m for 

criticism. She told several tele- 
vision shows she bad personal- 
ty met Ms Wflley when she 
inquired about helping Mr Qtn^ 
ton’s 1996 re-election am - 
paign. Again, tlm mfiaeace was 
that Ms Willey could not have 
been so distressed by her 1993 
encounter if she wanted to sign 
up again for the Fresidenf s 
campaign. But Ms Lewis’s de- 
fence has rebounded. Among 
her qnafificatious for her White; 
House job, along with her sup- 
port for Mr Clinton, were her 
feminist credentials. She had 
been vocal in her backing for the 
law professor, Anita Hill, in ber 
epic struggle to prevent 
Clarence Thomas becoming a 
Supreme Court judge in 1991 
because of alleged sexual ha- 
rassment Now, her defence of 
Ms HOI - in particular hex ex- 
planation of why Ms EGOS took 
a decade to speak out against 
Mr Thomas - is being died 
against her. 

“You have this really presti- 
gious and powerful boss,” Ms 
Lewis told an interviewer sev- 
en years ago, ‘‘and think you 
have to stay on the right side of 
him or for the rest of your work- 
ing life he could nix another 
job ” Spot the difference be- 
tween that situation and the sit- 
uation of Kathleen Wiley, 
challenged the New York Times 
oohmuiist, Maureen Dowd. 

The challenge erf the White 
Housepress corps has appeared 
to. take officials unprepared. 
The normally unflappable 
White House spokesman, Mike 
McCuny, has seemed ill at 
ease since the weekend, and tire 

rKotal t«nn of “spumeEs” has 

shunned the cameras. Yester- 
day, the Washington Tones , 
which takes a mostly anti-Clin- 
tonBne'/re^Jtirted Qktthcde- 
mrion tapzotince MsWifley’s 
letters had been made person- 
ally by Mr Cfinlon, who wasnow 
“directing'’ the attack. 

. More problematical for Ms 
Willey was a repent that she still 
needed money and had tried 
through her lawyer to obtain a 
$300,000 book contract for an 
auto biography around the time 
she made her sworn testimony 
alleging the incident with Mr 
Clinton. 
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Taking 0 berries; President Clinton’S White House scandals, as caricatured for a float in the recent Rose Monday 
carnival parade in Cologne, Germany Photograph: Reuter 


-has just come crashing down 

with an apology from the good 
ladies of Beardstown, Illinois, 

that they made a mistake, writes 
Mary Dtjrvsky. 

The Beardstown Ladies, av- 
erage age 70, gained a reputa- 
tion over the years for a 
mid-western 
approach to small investment 
that daubed returns competitive 
with, and often superior to, 
those of the big stockbrokers. 

The 14 members of the 
Beardstown Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Investment 
dub devised a recipe for “stock- 
picking'’ that, according to their 
calculations, yielded a 10 -year 
return on investments of more 
than 23 percent. Thai compared 
with a 12 per cent increase in the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average 
over the same period. 


The professionals checked 
the figures. Alas for the ladies, 
their daim did not add up. 
Itepnrfesskmb found that the 
real return over the relevant pe- 
riod, the 10 years to 1993, was 
93 per cent. 

Now, Betty S innock, the 
dub’s treasurer, has issued an 
apology: “The Ladies were veiy 

concerned that the public would 

think we had purposely mis- 

represenled results in any of our 
books,” she said in a statement 
“We shared this original rate of 
return in good faith and are ter- 
ribly sorry for the error and the 
it may have caused." 

Perhaps the Ladles should not 
be too distraught. Their 23 per 
cent yield did happen, in 1991- 
92, and according to a profes- 
sional audit by Price Waieihousc, 
their rate of return for the 14 
years of then dub’s tsdsicnce ius 
been 153 per cent: respectably 
in line with mutual fond yields 
over the same period. 
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WE ALL RESPOND TO A LETTER 


For advice on using letters more effectively in your business, send your name and address to ‘FREEPOST ROYAL MAIL INFO. PACK! 
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Farmers face a market free-for-all 



A scramble for free chickens at a Hungarian farmers’ lobby of parliament. Reforms are seen as essential before countries like Hungary join the EU Photograph; Reuters 


THE European Union yesterday 
embarked on a path of historic re- 
form. aimed at returning much of its 
agriculture to the forces of the free 
market 

Announcing details of the widest 
ranging shake-up in the 35-year his- 
tory of its common farm policy, the 
European Commission launched a 
move to phase out price supports, the 
bedrock of the Common Agricultural 
Policy since rts creation in 1962. The 
goal is to allow Europe's most effi- 
cient European farmers, who have 
been shielded from world trends for 
more than three decades by artifi- 
cially high prices, to compete glob- 
ally for food sales. 

Much of the £30bn a year spent 
on rigging food prices, buying up food 
that cannot be sold on the market and 
on subsidies to exporters, will go fa- 


Europe's agriculture policy laces rts biggest shake-up for 35 years - 
but the wealthy need not worry, writes Katherine Butler in Brussels 



stead to fond big increases in direct 
welfare-type payments to farmers. 

One of the keystones of the form 
policy, a ban on member states sub- 
sidising their own fanners from na- 
tional cofibs, would foil away for the 
first time. Some believe this marks 
the first stage of the dismemberment 
of the original CAP. 

Reform is being driven by fears 
that extension of the CAP in its pre- 
sent form to 10 million formers in 
Eastern Europe early in the next cen- 
tury could bankrupt the Union. It 
comes in the context of Agenda 2000, 
a six-year plan to reform the way 
the EU spends 80 per cent of its 
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budget, ahead of the Ell's eastward 
expansion. Jack Cunningham, the 
Minister of Agriculture, welcomed 
the proposals saying they would 
save consumers £lbn a year on the 
price of food. “The rural environ- 
ment will also benefit from the re- 
forms," he said. 

Artificially inflated prices for key 
foods - cereals, milk and beef - 
woukf be slashed by up to 30 per cent 
from 2000 under the pkm, though this 
could prove too much for EU gov- 
ernments and the powerful form lob- 
bies behind them. Britain, which has 
always led a cheap food policy, will 
be pushing for even steeper cuts 


when the negotiations begin later this 
month while others will fight to de- 
fend their national interests. 

The Commission's plan aim*; to 
end the policy of stockpiling surplus 
food, particularly grain, to shore up 
the price. Without the guarantee of 
a market, prices would foil to world 
levels, allowing formers to export 
without the help of subsidies. The 
controversial setaside policy, paying 
formers to grow nothing, would be 
scrapped- Franz Fischler. the EU 
farm commissioner, predicted that 
after the reform, "in cereals we will 
have a free marker. 

In spite of Mr Cunningham’s 


There 
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hopes, there are few reasons to be- 
lieve the new policy will lead neces- 
sarily to much cheaper food. Some 
direct payments will be linked to the 
environment for die first time and 
more money will be available to pro- 
mote rural development and the 
“fabric of the countryside'’. But in- 
tense political pressure from the na- 
tional governments and farmers 
lobbies has recently forced the Com- 
mission to drop same of its more rad- 
ical ideas. And some measures run 
counter to the Co mmissi on’s earli- 
er vision of a move away from fac- 
tory forming to high quality food 
production, which safeguards rural 
areas. By putting Europe in a race 
for world food markets, critics believe 
the reform could encourage larger 
forms and even more intensive pro- 
duction than we have previously seen. 


Good news for some 


Big farmers win again 1 

PROPOSALS to out the 

landowners can claim from the CA? . Z^use they own thouids 
Many will still become millionaires 3^ shared cbequiof 

of acres of land fo 1995 atone three Bnoshfannssiwi 1 

over £5m in aid before they sold even th^grmn. But it is set so th 

growing area would have to be at least 800 acres. P 

supports and restrictions on the volume or ^ S hy pit 

duceat low cost is welcome. However, small fern* 

cuts of up to 30 per amt which wffl be only parhafly 

many fear that, unable to withstand the exposure to competition, ™ 

will leave foe business. 1 

Supermarkets reap rewards 1 

BIG supermarket chains like Tfesco and Sainsbury look set to reap th<| 
biggest r ew a r ds from the latest EU effort to scale down the price sup- 
port system enshrined in the CAP. . . . 

Like the grain traders and meat exporters who operate m tne mia-i 
die, the retail giants will see their costs come down substantially. Farm 
gate prices will no longer be supported in the way they have been foaoks 
to the phasing out of “intervention" under which Brussels was legally 
mmrriittpH to buying up any food which could not be sold at a min i m um 
price. Cutting the price of cereals is pivotal because it lowers the cost of 
anfmai feed and affens the cost to industry of many basic ingredients. 


... but not for others 


Taxpayers still fund support 

SAVINGS for British consumers from the farm reforms are put at £80 
a year for the average family . That adds up to £1.53 a week which is 
cold comfort considering tha t the CAP adds £20 a week on to the weekly 
shopping bill for a famil y of four. 

Guaranteed prices to formers are being slashed by 30 per cent but 
that has only a marginal impact on the price of food in the shops. Gov- 
ernments will end up sh elling out even more public money to support 
agriculture as a result of the changes. The additional cost is estimated 
at between £3bn and £4bn a year, an increase of around 10 per cent. 

Cost to the environment 

THE strategy behind the reform is to allow EU formers to compete in 
the gfobal race for food markets. Critics say this will inevitably encourage 
high yield, intensive factoiy farming so that costs that are higher in Eu- 
rope than in the US or Australia can be sliced. 

On the one hand EU commissioner Franz Fischler is urging gov- 
ernments to make 20 per cent of former payments conditional on com- 
pliance with reduced use of pesticides and fertilisers and a reduction 
in the number of animals stocked per field. On the other he is to re- 
tain a £ibn a year subsidy for producers of maize silage which is the 
key to cheap beef and milk production on the continent. Environ- 
mentalists regard it as the single most harmful measure in the CAP. Jt 
is connected with high use of pesticides which leach into the soil and 
water table. 
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’German 
left set for 
dramatic 
right-turn 
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By Imre Karats 

in Boon 

THE AERUTT pensioning off 
of Johannes lau, the grand old 
man of the Cerman left, pre- 
pares the wy to a dramatic 
right-turn bj the Social De- 
mocrats, title short of the 
Blairite revojtion in Britain. 

Mr Ran ws prised out of his 
throne in Ntfth Rhine-West- 
phalia, the mst populous Land 
in GennanywiLh more than a 
little help from Gerhard 
Schroder, th SPD’s chancellor 
candidate. After 19 years as re- 
gional primoninister. reigning 
over 17 mill i n people, he is to 
be succeeded by Wolfgang 
Cement, a 4ose Schroder ally. 

Al first gap ce, the swap is a 
brilliant mdketing pipy. Mr 
Rau quits arae age of 67, in the 
year when 6hyear-old Helmut 
Kohl is goirt for bis fifth term 
as Chancelfr. With a growing 
majority o {Germans exasper- 
ated by Mr Kohl's political 
longevity, jetting an age of re- 
tirement fir politicians can only 
help the ^position’s cause. 

The Social Democrats win 
now follAr into battle a - rela- 
tively - jpritety Mr Schroder, 
aged 3. flanked by Mr 
Clemen, a mere 58. On the 
tjennai scene, where advance- 
■^ftaent ij strictly in accordance 
with tfe “dead man ’s shoes" 
prinrioe, the tandem counts for 
a genfatsonal change. 

Tlx new packaging, which 
has aready sent the SPD’s poll 
ratia/ to dizzy heights, conceals 
subsanoe that the Schr&der 
campaign has so far lacked. The 
chancellor candidate is a prac- 
uticner of rigfal-wing econom- 
ics jfo the delight of business but 
to pe dismay of his own party. 
Mr Cement is on the same 


wavelength as Mr Schroder, 
but has until now been unable 
to enter debate about the lrind 
of policies that a new Social De- 
mocrat government should pur- 
sue. Disagreements between 
Mr Sdtiroder and the rest of the 
party have paralysed efforts to 
forge a programme. 

The unveiling of the mani- 
festo scheduled for earlier this 
week had to be postponed be- 
cause the party presidium could 
not agree on details of their 
“most market-oriented” pro- 
gramme to date. It made all the 
right noises about investment 
and the need to modernise, but 
.fell short of the specifics busi- 
ness hoped to see. 

The next attempt will come 
, at the SPD's national confer- 
. ence next month. Unlike pre- 
vious occasions of its kind, Mr 
Schroder will no longer stand 
on the rostrum completely 
alone. The regional parly that 
is now under Mr Cement’s 
thumb accounts for one-third of 
conference delegates. 

Besides trying to impose 
their will cm their own party, the 
two men are also challenging as- 
sumptions about the SPD’s fu- 
ture coalition partners. Mr 
Cement inherits a fractious 
Red-Green government in 
■ North Rblne-Wesiphalia, beset 
by acrimonious rows over the 
environment 

The Greens are aware their 
cause will find even less sympa- 
. thy with the new prime minister, , 
just as the emdronmentalists in 
Bonn can expect few favours 
from a future Chancellor 
’ Schrdder. The latter has already 
. served notice that unless the 
- Green leadership can whip their 
fundamentalist troops into hue, 

• they can forget a place in the new 
government 
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Hacker held 

An 18year-okl Israeli computer hack- 
er known only os “The Analyser" and 
wanted ty the FBL has been arrested. 

I sraeli poEce said the hacker is accused 

of “infiltraiii® computes iq Israel and 
lhe United States". 

— A£ Jerusalem 

Dope trial 

THE fin* criminal trial of doping 
practices in sport opened in Berlin yes- 
terday, with the defendants claiming 
lo be the victims of a political vendet- 
ta. Fbur swimming coaches and two 
doctors of the former East German 
dub Dynamo Berlin an: charged 
with causing grievous borfily harm to 
19 girls by feeding them anabolic 
steroids in the 1970s and 1980s. 

— feme Karnes, Bom 

Gaullist expelled 

THE former secretary-general of the 
Gaullist RPR. Jean-Frangois Maned, 
was expelled yesterday for refusing io 
shun the extreme right wing National 
Front. Mr Mancel has indicated that 
hcisreadylo forge an alliance with the 
NF following Sunday's regional elec- 
tions to hlodc the governing leftist coali- 
tion from taking power in his area. 

— Reuters. Paris 


accuse Serb police of opening fire on protesters 


THE MAIN Albanian political 
party in Kosovo accused Serb po- 
lice of opening fire on a peace- 
ful demonstration in the city of 
Pec yesterday, kiffing one person 
and wounding at least five more, 
writes Andrew GumbeL 
Tbs incident, which could not 
immediately be confirmed, ap- 
peared to signal an escalation m 


tension in the province coin- 
dding with new efforts by in- 
ternational negotiators to 
persuade Serbs and Albanians 
to sit down and hammer out an 
agreement on Kosovo’s status. 

The violence in Pec, in west- 
ern Kosovo, near the Albanian 
border, was reported by the 
Kosovo Information Center, 


the mouthpiece for the main Al- 
banian party, the LDK. The Ser- 
bian Information Ministry 
issued a statement denouncing 
vandalism by Albanian demon- 
strators in five towns in Koso- 
vo, but made no mention of 
police retaliation. 

For the past nine days, Al- 
banians have been able to 


protest peacefully against Ser- 
bian rule with little or no resis- 
tance from the security forces. 

Resentment has been grow- 
ing. however, with gangs of 
Serbs standing on strcet-cnmeis 
during demonstrations, appar- 
ently itching for a fight Serb na- 
tionalists vowed that they would 
never give the province up even 


though they are outnumbered 
ninc-to-onc by Albanians. 

Diplomatically, the situa- 
tion appears to have hit a dan- 
gerous impasse, with Lhe Serbs 
still refusing io withdraw their 
forces from the duster of vil- 
lages they attacked two weeks 
ago, killing more than SO peo- 
ple, and the Albanians refusing 


to talk lo n Serbian government 
delegation. 

The US special envoy Robert 
Gelbard was in Pristina yester- 
day, as was a delegation from the 
Italian religious community of 
Sant'Egidio, which negotiated 
the framework of an agreement 
on education between the two 
sides in 1996. 
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Incense, icons and 


More and more westerners are turning to the 
timeless certainties of the eastern Orthodox 
church. As the Royal Academy celebrates its 
art Stave Crawshaw explains its attraction 
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AT THE Russian Orthodox cathedral in 
South Kensington, there is the same thick 
aneQ of incense that you can inhale in eveiy 
Russian church from Vancouver to Vladi- 
vostok. The singing, with its full, throbbing 
bass line, is equally Russian - rousing and 
melancholy by turn. In an Orthodox 
church, the only musical instrument is the 
human voice, which fills the echoing 
space. The service is not for the faint-heart- 
ed: it is much longer and more leisurely 
than its namby-pamby western equivalent, 
lasting an average of three hours at a 
stretch. Except for the very old or infirm, 
worshippers stand throughout the service, 
os the music and the incense swirl around 
them. There are no pews, and worshippers 
move around - lighting candles, listening 
to the music, kissing icons or lost in 
prayer. In short, a very Russian event 

And yet many of the Kensington 
congregation (and of the Russian-singing 
choir) are not Even some of the priests 
arc British. Bernadette Sharpe, a nurse, 
found the music “much more spiritual” 
than anything she had beard before. 
Freke de Graaf, an acupuncturist, was at- 
tracted by the “joy’* of the church. “It’s 
really alive. It’s not just a Sunday church. 
And the tradition of the theology is root- 
ed very deep,” he says. 

While the Catholic and Anglican 
churches constantly seek to reinvent 
themselves, reforming the content and lan- 
guage of services, the Orthodox church 
- in effect, a group of churches - finds its 
strength in standing stiQL 

It would seem to be the very antithe- 
sis of modernity, priding Itself on its refusal 
to follow the fashions of the rest of the 
world. In some respects, that is precisely 
what has ensured the Orthodox church 
strength today - not just in the countries 
where it is rooted, but also in Britain at the 
end of the 20th century. No modem fads: 
just the church, the music, and God. 

The art is part of that deliberate lack 


of modernity. At the Royal Academy in 
London, an exhibition opens today which 
pays homage to the the simplicity and 
complexity of Russia’s religious art. In the 
West, the link between religion and art 
has been almost severed. Wj expect to see 
a Madonna and Child in an art gallery, 
not in a church. At an Orthodox service, 
by contrast, small icons are dotted around 
the church, and the large central iconos- 
tasis forms a focal point 

The art has a severe beauty which 
stands in stark contrast to the lushness of 
Western art. None the less, the austerity 
is never removed from earthy reality. In 
Andrei Tarkovsky’s classic film Andrei 
Rublev, about the greatest icon-painter of 
ah, the two themes are powerfully merged: 
the painful realities of the artist’s life give 
way in the final minutes to the hitherto 
unseen glories of Rublev’s art itself. 

For many, the Orthodox church is the 
end of a long spiritual search. Father 
Michael Fbitaunatto, one of the Russian 
priests in London, describes a not untyp- 
ical phone caS last week foam a woman who 
was keen to be admitted to the Orthodox 
Church. “She grew up an Anglican. She’s 
been through India, and meditation. Now. 
she has derided to come to us/’ As the 20th 
century gives way to the 21st, the number 
of con v ert s is growing. 

Deacon Joseph Steiner, himself a for- 
mer Catholic, talks of the importance of 
ceremony. “In the Orthodox church, there 
is a sense that people are standing before 
ihe presence of God. Even in a church as 
ancient as the Catholic Church, something 
very precious has been Iosl It has become 
introverted, an man and his world.’’ He in- 
sists, however, that this is “not world-deny- 
ing - it’s profoundly world-affirming. We 
have the best of both worlds -our feet on 
the ground and our head in the heavens.” 

Peter France, former presenter of the 
BBCs rctijgious current affeiis programme, 
Everyman, is another convert. He has re- 




at the Russian 

Cathedral, Kensington (far bft) 


Photograph: Rul Xavier. 
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Statts Tretyakwv **** 
(Royal Academy) 


often been remarkably dose i na- 
tionalism of the Serb leader, lobodan 
Milosevic. In Russia, the it nbty of 
cfaun* and state has been equa y 
during the Second World War, aim lift- 
ed aton on the Church to mot ise it on 

tv-half of the Soviet motherlan . 

During the Soviet era, tin Church 

worked hard to achieve a kind < accom- 
modation with the state. Churc leaders 

avoided publfccxitidSDD of the ai rooties. 
In return, they (though not thei congre- 
gations) were allowed a rdativ ly com- 
fortable life, though constantly Uder the 
beady eye of the KGB. The stooge c*> 
babilation led to a split in the chiiA, with 




centty published an account of his voyage 
from agnosticism thr ough hesitant belief 
to the certainties of the Orthodox church. 
He talks admiringly of the “combination 
of matter-of-factness about the cere- 
monies and a high seriousness of purpose”. 

The composer John Thvener - who 
gained a new dose of international feme 
when his Song for Athene was performed 
at the funeral of Diana, Princess of 
tthles, last year - is one of the best-known 
Orthodox followers in this country. He 


sees the Western tradition as deeply 
flawed: “Tin not very at home with hu- 
manism.” He emphasises the idea of“not- 
knowing” instead of rationalism, and 
argues: “We don’t know. We cannot 
judge. Only God can really judge what’s 
going on inside a person’s souL” 

Until recently, the Russian congrega- 
tion at the cathe dral in Emusmore Gar- 
dens conasted only of a few emigres. Now 
tbe mnnberofRussrans at Orthodox ser- 
vices in this country has increased with 


drpfomaK from the Russian embassy— of- 
ficial representatives of the Soviei Com-- 
nmnbt government just a few years ago- 
coming to have their children baptised, and 
to receive baptism. Even now, however. 
Britons make up as mnch as a third of the 

congregation. F-ngtfch-langiiagft leafle ts 

at the cathedral encourage visitors. 

- Elsewhere, the importance of the 
church as an exclusive bearer of nation- 
al identity (foreigners not welcome) is 
strong. The Serb Orthodox Church has 


don -a split which persists seven ; 
ter the collapse of Co mm u n ism.! 

In Russia today, tbe Church ; more 
important ti*an ever. The power 1 may- 
or of Moscow, Yuri Luzhkov, hi made 
the rebuilding of the Church of I e Sav- 
iour in central Moscow (dynan ed by 
Stalin in 1931) one of Che tnosEhi b-pro- 
fleandambi ious items on his agt idafor 
the New Me jcow. The rebuflduj of the 
church is see i by many Russians!) > proof 
of Russia’s i trinsic greatness. •. 

The art v hich goes on displar at the 
Royal Acade ny this week represnts the 
spiritual, no i-natioDal side of tie Or- 
thodox churc i — tbe side that has airacted 
no many sup { otters in this country, «s they 
seek to br« c away from the peneived 
wishy-washin ss of much Wsstem rejgjon. 
Tkvener emp lasises the spiritual qujities 
of Orthodox roiship and art alike: “Vhea 
I see a Renaisance painting of tbe both- 
er and Quid hat I see is a fat Italian hby, 
wonderfully executed. Such a picure 
conveys no t eotogy - which an icon rill 
always manaj : to do because it is not stiv- 
ingto be rea stic.” 

With this ‘ »dc-a>tesic5” quality, it ass 
itself as the >re church from which be 
Catholics hit ce away, just as the Frotfi- 
tants later bn re away from Rome. Inoti- 
er words, no : &&& here. As Peter Franc 
notes in hi Journey. “The Orthodo: 
church cook never be accused of being 
trendy.” In so le respects, that is true. None 
the less, even is fashions come and go, the 
confident tn quillity that the Church of- 
fers is mare c femand than formary years. 
The Church carcely changes, just as the 
art has char ed only imperceptibly over 
the years. It c ies not need to go to tbe peo- 
ple; the peo e come to it 


DILEMMAS 


Keep quiet about the neighbour from hell - let the buyer 


The An of Hdy Russia at the Royal Acad- 
emy from IsMarch to 14 June, 10am to 
6pm daily extended opening to 830pm 

on Friday. 

J&er FranceSoumeyA Spiritual Odyssey 
(Chatto <6 Wndus, £12.99) 



ft 


beware * 



VIRGINIA 

IRONSIDE 


Clara and her husband have wanted to 
move from their flat since they moved 
in. The freeholder throws water over 
them if they go into their garden, they 
can't get an extension built because 
she blocks rt due to a badly-written 
lease. Now a lovely pregnant couple 
want to buy, doing their own 
conveyancing. Should Clara warn them? 


THERE was a card game 1 al- 
ways used lo like playing called 
Old Maid. You look out all the 
Queens except the Queen of 
Spades, dealt the cards and, tup 
side up and fanned out, you of- 
fered your hand to the person 
on your left who had in lake 
one. Tbe aim was to gel rid of 
(he Queen of Spades. It was ex- 
tremely entertaining to see bow 
people presented it - some 
nonchalantly hidden behind 
another card, some double- 
bluffing and sticking it out ob- 
viously, some tucking it behind. 
As soon as you got a double you 
could get rid of two of your 
cards but someone was always 
left with the one Queen - and 
became Old Maid. 

Clara's problem reminds me 
of ibis game. Except unlike the 
players of the card game she’s 
tempted to draw attention to the 
Queen of Spades, not the point 
at aQ. 

Why should she say any- 
thing? If this couple are so 
broke or cheese-paring to do 
their own conveyancing, they 
have to live with the conse- 
quences. They will team, as we 


all (cam, the hard way; that in 
cases like these it fa usually bet- 
ter to leave such things to tbe 
professionals. How does she 
know, anyway, that, rather than 
her fandUdy/frcehoIder being 
the neighbour from hell, they 
themselves aren’t the neigh- 
bours from hell, and that Ear 
from being the delightful flat- 
owners they think they arc they 
(nay be driving the poor woman 

mad with their peculiar behav- 


iour. Maybe the woman would 
behave completely differently if 
there were a young baby on the 
scene. Unlikely, I know, but 
quite possible. 

We have all had to learn 
lessons in our youth and very 
few people help us our. We’Ve 
all bought scent from a tout in 
Oxford Street and found it was 
just water we've ail bought 
soap and dusters at the door 
from people selling for rctgjous 


organisations and found tbe 
soap turns to a kind of gritty 
stone and the dusters fray at tbe 
hems; I once even bought a 
dead tortoise from a market pet- 
shop that they persuaded me 
was just “asleep”. We'Ve all 
had to learn tire hard lesson that 
when something's cheap we 
ought to be on our guard. 

I was m a similar position re- 
cently when I bad to sell a car 

which had an intfe rmrttmt faul t. 

It used to cut out suddenly - 
whether going at 20mph or 
tiOmpfa on a motorway. It was 
most unnerving and it was only 
because I knew the car well that 
I prevented several accidents. 
No garages could find the fault, 
even though they borrowed it for 
weeks. Only one garage even ad- 
mitted it existed. Eventually 1 
took it to a dealer. Ai the back 
of my mind 1 kept thinking of 

the parent who m^bt buy the car 
for her son, who'd only just 
passed his test, and kiU hinu^df 
on the M4. 1 was in a deft stick. 
Finally 1 told the dealer tbe 


problem and made him promise 
on his mother’s grave that he 
would warn potential buyers of 
the problem or make sure his 
garage sorted the problem oul 
H e promised. I have no doubt 
he never kept his promise and 
never meant to. I took the mon- 
ey and felt dreadfuL 

Chra and her husband could 
say to the couple that the land- 
lady bad been known to be a lit- 
tle difficult sometimes. That 
might salve their guilty con- 
sciences. But apart from that, 
they should remember tbe old 
Latin phrase Caveat Emp tor - 
Let the buyer beware. 


Tire fact that the prospective 
buyers are “doing their own 
ronveyaoing” shows what fool- 
ish innoamts they are. Without 
the protection ofkgal advice on 
leasehold infinities from a good 


conveyancing solicitor, they will 
be walking into a minefield. 
Such a solicitor would raise all 
the necessary inquries con- 
e^jaglandlor d/neighhotirka- 
rassment, and advise on the 


(satisfactory terms of the. 
1 ise, all of which would prob- . 
a y result in bringing the 
p iqpective buyers to theirsens- 
e tnd the sale going off 
Warham, Blackpool 
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WHAT READERS SAY 


NEXT WEEK'S DILEMMA 


Dear Virginia, This is a very 
tricky problem but fc concerns 
me. I can’t give you my name as 
you will understand. 

When 1 was about K my 
brother came tnro ny room oc- 
casionally and after a while we 
had sex. I was coo young to en- 
joy It very much but I (fidn’t mind 
it, and when he got a girlfriend 
after about a year he stopped. 
Hook bode on my cbSdhood and 
find it filled with things that peo- 


ple would now call abuse. A 
Rasher at eight A groping un- 
de who'd tickle me in parts 1 
didn't Eke being ridded. 

And yet I don't seem to have 
suffered acafl. 1 tare a wooderU 
marriage, a happy sex-fife, and 
three wonderful children. I'm 
worried, in other words, that Pm 
not worried Do you think aS 

the vvffi suddenly catch up with 

me? 

— Aiot 


Letters a?e welcome, and every- 
one who has a suggestion quot- 
ed will be sent a bouquet from 

btsetfloo. 

Send comments and Sug- 
gestions to Vaginal Ironside at 
the Features Department, The 
Independent,! Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London E14 
5DL (far 0171-3932182, K by 
Tuesday morning. If you have 
a dilemma of your own, please 
lei me know. 


When seUbig anything that is 
shoddy, inferior or second-rate 
your only hope is theta “mug 
punter” win show an interest. A 
flat with a restrictive lease and 
a loony nei ghb our in tow could 
only be sold to a mug. Unless 
your prospective buyer asks 
pertinent and direct questions 
about the lease, the neighbour 
or planning restrictions I would 
not raise these matters at all If 
they do ask these frankly obvi- 
ous questions then more fool 
them. 

Mr Maynard Chitty, 

Liverpool 


Grit your t ee th, bite the bul- 
let, put a pillow in yotzr mouth 
to muffle the soeams of your 
raging ccmscaeate and exchange 

contracts. Did the previous 
owisr warn you about your pty- 
cbotic neighbour? Would you 
have moved a if they had? 
Thought not. 

Jamie Same; 

BaJham 
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THE INDEPENDENT 


STORAGE BAGS 


Choice of 3 sizes from only £&95 
inc p&p. Save nearly £4.00 
if all 3 sizes m ordered 


There apw sto rage bogs areagretf way to 
store out of seasons dotes, beddng, shoes, 
lays, foote and rare, matoganiftfe 

vtduable spore b wankobes end draws. 

Mod tar undetbed storage. 

These tough storage tags m mads tan 

pdytene so tey areWy redstart to dampi 
and moths and can be stewl away in the garage, 
toft shad wtoont any wontes. Also handy tor u» 
w camping and touring bfas. 

Earfi bag hss strong double tips, canjfeg bandies 
and a handy transparent pane) tor labeing to con- 
tents. 

fiwhadnfteitffi red zjis they are avafebfer 
heo sizes: Stoat tB 1 xlB* xHP far 8BJ5. Matftm 

2rxlZ , xnnor035andla^e«xiarxfffor 
Em Sm noaty£400 few orieitog aB Bum 

sees toe £19.95. AI prices include defivery and VTO 
BOW to mss 

fa h Aeoapafa BOMCGtfrftLS risEQjnp&T 

ri&ffcpeerpoAia&A. 

NO CASH PLEASE to: 

THE IND£FBme<T STORAGE BAG QTOl, 
Z70SIERLEY VEKS. WESTftRK ROAD. 

SOmHALL, MIDDLESEX UB24UN. 

V E<r«« origin ffcwpkaefilgl 571 0960 



Ik&w 7 *DX.idtattt«d ) f.'nBMQiU5nagBfiici|« 

e Him 74^4aoci|tbraWiriHd. 


SMALLSTORAGE BAG® 

H"*** 1 ": MBHUMSTORAtSEBAO®^^ 

LARGE STORAGE BAG® SQSgggj, 

Ffc&esudae SErOF3BA£SefI9S5a± 


lento; s cased cteqsc fir £ 

KPfefctt NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING nC02SI 


orQeba ny AtnWYta actowty ibb mam. My ad 





Sadta: THElNDEPENbBfT STORAGE BAG OWER. 
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Creating the fantastic capital city Brasilia was the 
highlight of Oscar Niemeyer’s career, but his work 
did not stop there, as he tells Nonie Niesewand 


IN HIS shabby, Sixties-styie, top-floor flat 
win Rio, architect Oscar NIemeyer is mus- 
viag oo his long life after being told he has 
won the Royal Institute for British Archi- 
tecture's gold medal for architecture. *Tve 
spent my entire life at the drawing board 
just thinking about architecture," says the 
91-year-oldLNow he’s “very, very happy”. 
■ Niemeyer was in a very different frame 
of mind when I interviewed him just in De^ 
pember. Then, he said nMmnfuI^ “There’s 
nothing to celebrate. If s terrible being old.’* 
Not so terrible when you have just won one 
of the most prestigious awards in the 
world. As the medal citation puts it: “At the 
opening of the century, Oscar Niemeyer ex- 
pressed the challenge of the new horizon, 
and his work was suffused in optimism and 
hope. At the opening of the next millen- 
nium, modern architecture is perhaps set 
to re gain something of that optimism." 

In Brasilia, die capital dty he carved out 
the sav annah in the Fifties, Niemeyer 
'^has long been lauded There was samba in 
the streets in his honour and a carnival to 
celebrate a decade as a World Monument 
site, along with the 300-year-old Great Wall 
of China. 

1 Longevity has not blocked Niemeyer’s 
preativity. On a dear day in Rio, he can 
point out his latest project across the bay, 
the museum of modem art m Niteroi, which 
landed on a rocky promontory like a fly- 
ing saucer last year. The outer rim is a walk- 
way, the segmented care for sculpture and 
partitions forpaintings. It cannot have been 
deasy fbrthe curator, bnt the people love it 
Armed with a magic marker, Niemeyer 
sketches for me the seminal buildings of his 




Niemeyer, above, designed his cathedral in Brasilia, above right. In order to "avoid the old dim cathedrals that remind you of sin’ 


60-year-old career. Some of them, such as 
the Oxford college he blueprinted or the 
desert dty in Israel, both designed in the 
Seventies, never got off the drawing board. 

First, he sketches Painpulha town, 
which he began in 1940, just three years 
after setting up his practice in Rio. Hie had 
already decided that modem architecture 
did not express itself- .well in concrete. 
"‘Monogamous, rationalist; repetitive,” he 
says dismissivejy. On this. Ids first project, 
he used cement - to bring a sense of struc- 
tural lightness to his building. “Rein- 
forced concrete freed creative expression. 
Ws pushed It to its sculptural limits to make 
architecture that was more expressive.” 
Creating Brasilia - the city where he 
gave expressive total tofchction-was the 
commission of the century from President 


Juscelino Kubitscbek, who ran up a debt 
with the Wbrld Bank to build a showcase 
in the desolate landscape. A competition 
for the town plan was won by Lurio Costa 
(Sir Wiliam Holford of RIBA was one of 
the judges). He drew it in the shape of a 
fish skeleton; airports and cemeteries in the 
tail, an arterial road for thebaddxkie, diag- 
onal fish bones leading to the residential ar- 
eas that feed the head and, like aglassy eye, 
awhite marble square flanked by Congress, 
the Legislative Assembly and ministries. * 
“In 1952 Brasilia was a desert, hostile, no 
road, nothing. It was the end of the world,” 
says Niemeyer. At the Palado Planalto, the 
seat of government, he set slender columns 
wide apart and imagined himself walking be- 
tween them as a way to reach the desired 
form. “1 wasn’t concerned with structural 


rigour,” be says. Sometimes, he anchored 
seemingly fragile buildings in water. Diplo- 
mats walk over the water, set about with 
Amazonian lilies by genius gardener Rober- 
to Burie Marx. They go to the theatre in a 
pyramid studded with an overall bump bas- 
relief which casts interesting shadows. The 
executive council worksin a building shaped 
like an executive toy, with cats’ cradle ten- 
sile wires rigged to a square frame, and the 
flat roof of the legislative assembly is topped 
with two huge cement bowls. 

Nq matter how monumental, the build- 
ings appear to hover above the red earth 
on these stiletto-shaped columns. Niemeyer 
says: “When someone goes to Brasilia, I 
warn them, Kke it or not, you won’t be able 
to say you’ve seen something like it before.” 
lire cathedral is a tepee, whaleboned in 


white cement and filled in with turquoise, 
indigo and aquamarine glass clouds and 
doves. U I avoided the dd dim cathedrals that 
remind you of sin and made the access a 
narrow darkened gallery, so that when you 
step into the stained-glass nave, you open 
up to infinity," he says. Yet Niemeyer in- 
sists be has no faith. Politics is more im- 
portant to him. A life-long communist, he 
wants a society without class barriers. 

Ironically, four years after creating this 
powerful seat for a left-wing government, 
a military junta took over, remaining for 
20 years. Niemeyer flitted in and out of 
South America for years, working in 
France and Algeria and for Italian pub- 
lishers Montadori, where he varied the 
columns in size like a musical score. “ 1 
showed them what could be done in rein- 


Photographs: Camera P res s/RH PL- 


forced concrete,” he reminisces on stretch- 
ing the span from 50 metres to 55 metres 
and thinning it down at the Algerian Uni- 
versity to the horror of a French official. 
“That’s why Brasilia was a positive thing 
for the Brazilian people. It gave the world 
the idea that wc could do many things". 

On his return, he made more monu- 
namls but this time with a political message. 
First there was the Kubitscbek catafalque 
in Brasilia, in memory of his life-long friend. 
Then the Monument Volta Dedonda north 
of Rio, in honour of the workers during that 
time. In Sao Paulo, a monument of a gi- 
gantic hand with blood running from it was 
designed by Niemeyer to give Latin Amer- 
ica a new sense of cultural identity. No need 
to ask him what be secs as a monument to 
himself. He’s got Brasilia. 
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Take nine architects. . . 


Youth and ambhiion are at the heart of project to rebuild part of west London 


IN A rubble-filled strip of sand 
that passes for a London river- 
side beach, small boys use sticks 
v-io push anything that floats into 
the Thames. That includes a 
dead cat and a lot of plastic bot- 
tles, writes Nonie Nksewand.Tb 
get on to the beach, they made 
a giddying assault on the high 
stone walls built to prevent peo- 
ple from straying near the wa- 
ter, let alone even glimpsing it. 
Just walking at the water’s edge 
means a detour because the 
waterfront is blocked tty a wharf. 

The roar of the traffic under 
nearby Hammersmith flyover 
booms like the sea, so yon 
might as well go under Ham- 
mersmith flyover for all the 
pleasure of this riverside walk. 
Except that women are fright- 
ened of the subways. 

The site is just one of nine 
blots on the west London land- 
scape which Hammersmith and 
Fulham council wants to be rid 
of tty throwing money and ar- 
jjhitects at them. The first task, 
however, is to canvass local 
opinion, and the Architecture 
Foundation has been brought in. 

The organisation, launched 
seven y ears ago to promote dis- 
cussion and understanding of the 
built environment, first became 
involved in Hammersmith tty 
hosting a roadshow. Environ- 
ment minister Nick Raynsford 
went along, as did the former 
Secretary 1 of State for the Envi- 
ronment, John Gammer and 
architect Lord Richard Rogers, 
a launch member of the Foun- 
dation and now Hs chairman. 

But once all the photo-calls 
are over, the person responsi- 
ble for making this sort of event 
succeed is Lucy Musgrave. She 
has the tough job of touring the 
c^jputtciT estates to get recalci- 
trant residents to turn out and 
tell the experts .what they like 
or dislike. VVormwood Scrubs 
was the worst, die says with peo- 
ple shooting at her to leave. 
She'd have like to know what 
fluty think: the Scrubs, after all. 



The organisation headed by Musgrave (below) is promoting radical new work 


not just a prison, but a neigh- 
bouring open spaoe which is the 
most irntfenraed in the borough. 

At the Riverside Studios 
last Saturday the response was 
much much better. Fifty-eight 
local people turned up to write 



down what they wanted. More- 
reecb, ducks, playground equip- 
ment, lights in the subway. 
Uunqufl corners and quiet 
places. A mini eco-fonn- Safer 
flairs down to the beach by 
Hammersmith Bridge, which 


everyone wants to stay dosed. 
Improved access to the river.- 
More litter collection. Less 
Chris Evans and TFI Friday, 
which brings a huge audience 
and their cars around the 
Riverside studios each week. 


Everyone wants 
the bridge to 
stay closed, 
better access to 
the river, more 
litter collection 


On hand to hear their prob- 
lems was a council co-ordinator 
and the young architect desig- 
nated to the project, Robert 
Barnes, ah artist working in 
fight, and a landscape designer. 
They will address all of these is- 


sues in a series of schemes to re- 
vitalise the riverside walk be- 
tween Hammersmith Bridge 
and Queen Caroline Street. 
When all nine schemes are in, 
the Council will determine how 
much money to allocate each. 
They are committed to spend- 
ing some in each area but the 
better the local response, the 
more money goes their way. 

Lucy Musgrave is trying to 
take architecture off its 
pedestal and get a dialogue go- 
ing with the people who must 
live with it. When she began ai 
the Architecture Foundation, 
she booked Westminster Hall 
for an open forum on London. 
It was enormously successful. 

Now this oould be a blueprint 
for the nation. At the end of May 
a one-day symposium will be 
held to review the results of the 
previous two months and politi- 
cians, architects and planners will 
assess what has been achieved 
n The Architectiav Foundation's 
latest exhibition is New Architects 
- Britain's best young architec- 
tural practices, from 24 March at 

30 Bury Street, London SW1. 
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2 for 1 ticket offer 

The Independent and Independent on Sunday are giving readers the 
opportunity to enjoy the jongleurs experience. We have arranged for a special 
2 for I deal whereby readers will be entitled to one free ticket for each ticket 
purchased. The free ticket is to the same value as the bought ticket and for 
the same show. Also included will be free membership to Jongleurs Comedy 
Clubs worth £5. 

Jongleurs currently has four comedy clubs and a further four will be opening 
soon. The 2 for I comedy card will be valid at all venues and can be used as 
many times as you like. 


) Battersea - 49 Lavender Gardens, Battersea, London, SWII IDJ 0 Camden - Middle Yard, 
Camden Lock, Chalk Farm Road, London, NWI 8AB # Bow - Bow Wharf, 221 Grove Road, 
London, E3 I AA # Leicester - 30/32 Granby Street, Leicester, LEI I PE 

Opening in Spring/Summer 1998 

I Oxford - 3/5 Hythe Bridge Street # Watford - 76 The Parade # Southampton - 2/4 High 
Street # Nottingham - Castle Wharf, Canal Street 


COUPON 
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How to apply 

Simply collect 4 tokens from the 7 we will be printing everyday until Saturday 21 
March. Then, together with the coupon below send with SAE to The Independent 
Comedy Offer. PO Box 6066, Tam worth. Staffs, B79 7XQ. Your 
2 for I comedy card will then be dispatched to you. The offer is 
valid until 31 October 1998 j 
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Blair Brown split 
that never was 


TONY'S in a jealous rage - says conventional wisdom. Gordon is in the dri- 
ving seat; he is the real Prime Minister. The wall that separates Numbers 
10 and li Downing Street is plastered with suspicion and papered with ri- 
valry. So say the pundits, and wbai else - after the general enthusiasm at 
Gordon Brown’s Budget on Tuesday - do right-wing commentators have to 
gp on? It's the birth of Brownism, they ay, though Tbny stayed his band 
over Individual Savings Accounts and Tbny is the real friend of the middle 
doss. 

It is certainly true that the two derive from different political traditions 
and that their instincts incline them to different audiences. Where Blair re- 
ally docs have a feci for Middle England, and is at home with the Home 
Counties, Brown is a Scottish Labour man. The Chancellor is steeped in 
Labour culture, so that it has coloured his mind and emotions; the Prime 
Minister has hardly been dunked in it for longer than the average teabag. 

But no two politicians are identical. These (wo, at least, spent years en- 
gaged in a strikingly intimate political conversation about modernisation: and 
it is the fruit of that conversation, not their earlier political education, that 
drives Blair and Brown’s New Labour. Brown’s Budget was an instalment 
on the social market project fashioned jointly with Blair in Opposition. 

To reports of petty remarks by one man about the other (or, more like- 
ly, by their staffs) the response has to be this: rivalry between Chancellor 
and Prime Minister is virtually built into our constitution. Number 11 has 
been filled several times before now by men who had been pipped for the 
leadership and still harboured ambitions. Hunk of Jim Calla ghan. If Gor- 
don Brown is now convening policy seminars in his front room, is that so 
very different from Callaghan's picking of Nuffield College's finest brains 
in the mid-Sixths or Lord Lawson's think-tanking in the late Eighties? Far- 
ther back still Hugh Dalton did not relinquish his membership of the Fabi- 
an Society on becoming Chancellor, nor his ambition to succeed Clement 
Attlee. It would indeed be abnormal and probably unwelcome too, were 
Gordon Brown not to have his eye on the main chance. 

The interesting question is whether he and Tony Blair do differ either in 
philosophy, approach or tactics. And here the evidence is compelling. They 
not only share the same big picture, but complement each other skilfully 
day to day. if we ought to label Gordon Brown's antecedents more obvi- 
ously “ socialist", there is nowadays nothing identifiably more left-wing about 
his beliefs. Together they accept the limits to government action to “man- 
age” an internationalised economy; they believe that labour-market refor m 
is the key area for policy; both see how, notwithstanding die historical alle- 
giance British busmes has shown to the Conservatives, it can be Labour's 
working partner. 

It’s handy to present Mr Brown as a dour ftesbyterian who heliewss every- 
one bolds their salvation in their own hands and that, in the modem, secu- 
lar world, emancipation comes through earned income, meaning a job. He 
docs think this. But every part of that code is shared by the almost-Catholic 
Prime Minister, especially the belief that collective action (government) re- 
tains a key role even in an individualised world. Its job is to help people on 
their way towards realisation of their personal and family ambitions. R>r nei- 
ther man is the death of class rhetoric a painful loss. 

It long ago dawned on Tony Blair that Labour could never win a gener- 
al election without a specific and consistent effort to reach out to “Middle 
England", to those conveniently if narrowly defined as readers of the Dai- '• 
fy Mail. These people had to be wooed, flattered and above all reassured; 
their repugnance at Tory failure would not be enough by itself This project 
Tony Blair has made his own. Having won the election, the need to keep 
this constituency on side h3S not diminished: it explains much of Mr Blair's 
body language and rhetorical flourishes and perhaps goes some way to ex- 
culpate him from the an of sharing a far too narrow bed with Rupert Mur- 
doch. The phrase is "giving cover”. Tbny Blair gives his Cabinet colleagues 
more political space than they would enjoy by themselves - not covertly to 
engage in acts of socialism but to get on with the task of capitalist manage- 
ment the Government has set itself. This is exactly what Gordon Brown has 
enjoyed, thanks to the Prime Minister. Whether the Blair analysis about Mid- 
dle England is correct is debatable, especially in the light of recent poll ev- 
idence in favour of genuinely redtstributionisl tax policies. As a tactic however 
it makes a lot of sense. It may even suit this government’s purposes to read 
a stream of stories about Blair-Brown splits - the good cop, bad cop rou- 
tine gives them both room for manoeuvre. Which is the best reason why we 
should be suspicious of such stories. These two men may not love each oth- 
er but as a political team they have lately been formidable. 

Pray or pay at Abbey 

WESTMINSTER Abbey is to charge visitors an admission fee of £5, but 
waive the fee for those who want to use the church for prayer. This rais- 
es the question of how the beadles at the West Door will perform the act 
of triage - distinguishing mere tourists from those with religious intent. 
And they must not let themselves be caught out by those arty types to whom 
gazing on Baroque sculpture or contemplating a soaring chancel equates 
to a spiritual experience. 

Perhaps anyone in a leisure shirt or trainers gets shut out. But this runs 
against the Church of England's more relaxed and family-friendly ethos, 
which means that on a suburban Sunday worshippers are often more ca- 
sually dressed than people in the street. Alternatively the door-keepers 
might look for signs of sanctity, an earnest desire for intercession or per- 
haps a protruding halo. Then again, everyone entering the hallowed por- 
tal might be forced to pay up and a refund be offered to those observed 
in prayerful altitude for a stipulated period of time. Perhaps the Dean could 
devise some sort of holy barometer and set it up in the Abbey rafters. 

Alternatively Westminster Abbey, a national treasure, could be na- 
tionalised and, given a proper budget for repairs and maintenance, and 
could, in the spirit of the British Museum and National Gallery, charge 
no entrance fee at all. 
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Fishermen hauling their nets in the Aegean sea off the Greek island of Lesbos 


Photograph: Mykel Nicofaou 
A 9x12 print of this photograph can be ordered on 0171-293 2534 


Safety of acupuncture 

AS ONEwhowaspresem at the meet- 
ing on acupuncture that you report- 
ed on 17 March (“Doctors warn of 
injuries from acupuncture”), I can tes- 
tify that the session on safety was the 
least satisfactory of the conference. 

We had no context in which to 
judge the average of 10 adverse 
events reported annually firm around 
the world. Did this make acupuncture 
safer than drug treatment? Most 
likely, according to Professor Ernst 
How many incidents related to the 
UK, and how okl were they? This 
wasn’t known, 'tyfere doctors impli- 
cated in causing injury, as well as non- 
metfical practitioners? Yfes, as a matter 
of record Could we be sure that the 
completions reported stemmed from 
the acupuncture treatment? Not al- 
ways. The evidence was too anecdo- 
tal to be of much help to anybody. 

More concrete were the indica- 
tions of acupuncture's effectiveness 
in the treatment of pain, nausea and 
vomiting, and possibly stroke reha- 
bilitation and other conditions. It was 
a pityyour reporting presented a pic- 
ture which amid only put patients 
off. Also presented to us were the 
horrifying hospitalisation statistics as 
a remit of conventional medical 
treatment. Since when has it been de- 
manded of “cult therapies”, as you 
describe one of the oldest of med- 
ical professions, that they alone 
must be free from all adverse effects? 

In fact it was dear from Dr Ram- 
pes’ presentation that the issues 
were ones of training, for medics and 
non-medics alike, rather than dan- 
ger from acupuncture as such. Your 
readers wOl want to know that these 
issues are being addressed, both by 
the British Medical Acupuncture So- 
ciety and by this Board in conjunc- 
tion with the British Acupuncture 
Council, who have had schemes of 
accreditation up and running for 
some time. There is no complacen- 
cy, but there is a need for the sake 
of the patients to get the matter in 
perspective. 

Earl BALDWIN OF BEWDLEY 
Chair, British Acupuncture 
Accreditation Board 
Oxford 

YOU ARE right to regard alterna- 
tive therapies with scepticism, but it 
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Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include a daytime telephone number 
Fax 0171 293 2056 ; e-mail: Ietters@independent.co.uk E-mail correspondents are 
asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


is not always true that "alternative 
medicine is fine as long as it does ho 
actual harm” (leading article, 17 
March). 

Even if -an alternative practi- 
tioner is highly skilled, there is always 
a risk that the patient, with or with- 
out prompting by the practitioner, 
will avoid orthodox medicine alto- 
gether, which in some cases maybe 
essential to their survival. 

. Alternative therapies can also 
cause harm in more subtle ways. 
They engender suspicion of ortho- 
dox medicine with their excessive 
claims about harmful skle-effeds and 
the ingestion of toxins. They intro- 
duce back into medicine concepts of 
magic and superstition from which 
doctors have freed themselves after 
centuries of effort We should not let 
the placebo rule our health. 

Dr SIMON JONES 
London SW12 

Wafting to die? 

SHEILA HAYDEN’S letter (16 
March) paints a picture of rheumy- 
eyed elderly people sitting around 
waiting to die. But it doesn't have to 
be that way. Those of us who are in 
a position to help change the future 
of residential care should take steps 
now to ensure that care is driven tty 
the needs and wishes of residents, 
rather than what is convenient for 
manage ment and staff 

The Abbeyfield Society, a char- 
ity which runs more than 60 resi- 
dential care homes, has conducted 
research to find out what residents 
actually want from providers of care 
and housing. The results make salu- 
tary reading. It is clear that, in gen- 
eral, respondents were happy with 
the quality of services received, but 
nevertheless there was plenty of ev- 
idence to suggest that minority pref- 
erences often go unacknowledged. 
We are now planning to implement 
appropriate change. Long life can be 
worth it, but only if care providers 
give life value by paying careful at- 


tention to the physical and mental 
needs of the individual 
ANGELA WHTTCHER 
Head of Public Affairs 
The Abbeyfield Society 
St Albans, Hertfordshire 

HCiORAY for Sheila Hayden! I am 
a healthy (I think) 67-year-old and in- 
tend to live my fife the wa/l want it 
-to enjoy aH the “sarfoT tbingswhich 
make fife more enjoyabte-chocalaie, 
fry-ups, salt, butter and so on. I hope 
I shall go out with a bang and not 
Knger on as my mother, 96 this year, 
is doing, in a home for the elderly. I 
hope that, if Ido live long enough to 
find myself lingering on, legislation 
will have been passed that trill allow 
me to end my own life legally. 
MARGARET CHILD 
Bingley, West Yorkshire. 

SHEILA HAYDEN is right It’s 
the qualify of life that counts. And 
unlike many relatives, she is both 
compassionate and honest. A “sans 
everything" old age can be torture 
for relatives -although nxjst are un- 
willing to admit it Fm 76 and mar- 
ginally “sans”. Fm looking for a 
nursing home which allows unlimit- 
ed access to Greene King draught 
Abbot, “Veteran©” brandy and T- 
bone steaks. Any offers? 

REN CLARK 
Bedford 

Radical Sixties 

THE IMPORTANCE of the angle 
year 1968 has always been greatly 
over-rated, compared with the tru- 
ly significant social and cultural 
(though not political) transforma- 
tion of the entire period 1958-1973 
(“the long Sixties 5 ). 

James Maycocfs evocation of the 
Grosvenor Square demonstration of 
March 1968 (“Flower Powerless”, 17 
March) performs a useful service in 
drawing attention to hew ambivalent 
the utterances of leading rock singers 
were; there never was a unified 


“counter culture” lined up m dialec- 
tical opposition to“bourgeofe society*. 
Maycock might also have mentioned 
the dogmatic tosh being spouted by 
'Etriq Ah' about capitalist crises and the 
imminence of revolution. 

Ciunlmagnlfique, but it wasn’t rev- 
dutiomMeanthMthetri^rewdution 
in living standards, values, rela- 
tionships - was affecting everyone. 
ARTHUR MARWICK 
The Sixties Research Group 
The Open University 
MUlon Keynes, Biickirigharnshire 

No racist ‘Merchant* 

SHAKESPEARE was too wise to 
base The Merchant of Venice on bla- 
tant racial prejudice, rampant 
though it was in Tudor days (report, 
14 March; letters, 16, 17 March). 

Most of the unctuous and hypo- 
critical Christians in the play come 
off rather badly and in Act m 
Shakespeare gives Shylock those 
lines that are the ultimate put-down 
of anti-Semitism: “Hath not a Jew 
eyes? Hath not a Jew hands, organs, 
dimensions, senses, affections, pas- 
sions? Fed with the same food...”. 

As for Portia’s Overquoted “qual- 
ity of mercy” speech, what of the 
shred of mercy shown to Shylock? 
The most dramatic utterance of the 
play most be Shfiock’s last words: “I 
pray you give me leave to go from 
hence/I am not weliT. 

BARKY HAISMAN 
Stainsacre, North Yorkshire 

Are we welcome? 

IT IS good to learn (Letters, 14 
March) that your hoped-for read- 
ership among the “young, profes- 
sional, high-income, educated” 
includes the “young in spirit”. Can 
those whose wealth is other than pe- 
cuniary also hope for a look-in? 
ANN SHEARER 
London NW3 

flAs. Rich in spirit welcome too. 

- Andrew Marr ] 


Off the road 

I DID NOT recognise myself in %, 
Nicholas Scboon’s article “Why ‘off- 
road’ vehicles should get offmyroad 
and off my planet” (16 March). 

I have a 4WD, which is 10 years 
old. It is a good people-carrier, en- 
joyed as much by the grandchildren 
cm the school run as more sedate folk 
on long higgage-laden journeys. It ac- 
commodates up to seven people, with 
easy access for a semi-cripple, and 
has the most comfortable driving po- 
sition I have ever found. The view 
of the road makes for safer driving 
and passengers can enjoy looking, f, 
over Hedges and fences. As for be- 
ing a gas-guzzler, our vehicle’s fuel 
consumption compares favourably 
with most large family cars. 

Living as we do in the depths of 
rural Dorset we are evidently already 
off Mr Schoon's planet 
JOSEPH M RUTTER 
Shaftesbury, Dorset 

THE UK has two areas where ORV 
ownership is concentrated: Lon- 
don, where Range Rovers and the 
like are only a rather pathetic state- 
ment of status, and Shetland, where 
they are used for their real purpose 
and form a vital piece of working 
equipment for shepherds, fisher- 
men and crofters. * 

STEPHEN HOWARTH i 

Shelton, Nottinghamshire 

Spring in Japan 

YOUR PICTURE for 1950 (The Eye, 

16 March) shows the Return of 
Spring Festival of Saidai Temple, 
held on 3 February each year. The two 
batons, about a foot long, are thrown 
into the crowd at midnight. The man 
who succeeds in finding one in the 
meilde attempts to conceal it, runs to 
a house marked by a while lantern and 
buries the baton in a container of un- 
cooked rice that is waiting there. This 
confers good luck on the house and 
those that dwell there. The batons are 
returned to the temple and the find- 
ers of the batons are rewarded. 

The photographer is presumably 
Tamotsu Yato, who illustrated a 
book on the so-called naked festivals 
of Japan. 

ALANFORGAN 

Guildford, Surrey 4 V- 4 
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All your Budget questions answered — no matter how selfish or narrow-minded 


MILES 

KINGTON 


JUST HOW wifi the Budget affect me? That 
is dte question asked typeopk after every Bud- 
get, and a damned selfish, narrow-minded, 
ungenerous question it is too, but that is nd- 
ther here nor that, because today we have 
a panel of experts in this column to answer 
that very question, in other words: Just how 
wifi the Budget affixt me? And our questions 
comefiomrigfaaaxrsschesodalspectnan... 
Dear Panel ofExperts, I wonder if you can 
help me? I am a typical Tbty ex-minister 
who once had a secure job under the last 
government, helping to sell arms to the 
Middle East and toadying up to the Sau- 
di Arabian government. However, my for- 
tunes tookatmnble when I withdrcwa Ifod 
action against The Guardian , and recent- 
ly 1 have been reduced to femftig off pos- 
sible arrest for perjury. My income has 
obviously taken a bit of a tumble fa all this 
hoo-ha. What I warn to know is this: if 


thing? get any worse, and I get into bad 
debt problems, is there anything in the lat- 
est Budget which would help me? 

Not really. 

Dear Panel ofExperts, I wonder if you can 
help me ? I am a middle-aged woman who 
would tike to follow Gordon Brown's ad- 
vice and get back to work. At present I am 
the companion to the Prince of Yihles, who 
will be the next Kingof England, and this 
of course is pretty hard work in Its own 
way asanyone who has been constant com- 
panion to the future King will testify, 
though <wfy Mrs Vlhffis Simpson comes to 
mind as an example; winch is perhaps not 
a cheering thought, but what I want to 
know is this: is there any succour in the 
recent Budget for those of us who have 
given up our lives to earing for and look- 
ing after middle-aged men who, through 
no fault of their own, are still not able to 


take over the job forwhich they have been 
trained since youth? 

Not really. 

Dear Panel of Experts, I am the controller 
of a large radio network which recently de- 
cided to have a major facelift. In order to 
gauge the opinions of the listeners to our 
network, I travelled the length and breadth 
of Britain consulting with, talking to and 
even- when 1 had time -listening to what 
our listeners had to say. This of course in- 
volved an immense amount of travel, for 
which the money had to be found tty shav- 
ing the bursts of other programmes, and 

I did aS the traveDmg in an unmarked com- 
pany car, no different from other cats ex- 
cept for a suggestion bew damped to the 
back. 1 cannot make out from the latest 
Budget whether lean daim for all this trav^ 
el as a tax concession or a company al- 
lowance, and whether I have to submit the 


names and addresses of everyone I con- 
sulted, whereas ft would be much «n?fe r 
to just put down: “Middle England”. Can 
you advise me on this ? 

Not reaBy. 

Dear Panel of Experts, I am a Newcastle 

United director who makes a living out of 
taking toe punters for a ride. After the re- 
cent Budget, can I daim that ride as a le- 
gitimate travel expense ? 

Not reaBy 

Dear Panel of Experts, We are five girls 
who have recently made a fortune out of 
travelling the world as a group, making 
films and best-selling records, etc. How- 
ever, this will not last for ever and one day 
we shall probably have to do some prop- 
er work, as it looks silly to go into retire- 
ment in your mid-twenties. The trouble is 
that we have received no training to do any 
proper work, and the only thing we am 


do really well is stand in a line, and locate 


. -uwvjjuvus. la lucic any inin p 

in the latest Budget which will help us re- 
train for real life and get back to the work 
which Mr Gordon Brown so much wants 
everyone to embrace ? 

Not reaBy. 


- — — — uHiwu, nviw max rnre and 
TESSAs seem to be on the way out, I am 
told it is a good time to invest in new 

schemes such as ARFURs, pip emmas 

and LAMONTk. But what are these ? 
Resource. A PIP EMMA is a Private Insure 

L^ty EndowmerU Medium Manmxd 

A^AUMONTba Urge Amount of 

Money Offloaded by the National Treasury 
Dear-Panel of Experts, Yes, but havevou 
any idea what they all actually are 9 
None at afi. 

See you next Budget Day! 
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Is being Foreign Secretary still 
the best job in the Cabinet? 


•mt 

V 


RUPERT 

CORNWELL 

ON ROBIN COOK 
AT HAR HOMA 


AH, the chauffeured limousines and gov- 
ernment aircraft, and the round of interna- 
tional conferences. And what can marrh the 
exhilarating sense of escape from narrow do- 
mestk poiitks to the great stage beyoiid, help-' 
ing Britain “punch above its weight” in world 
affai rs? No winder the Foreign Office is reck- 
oned the best job in tbe Cabinet, short of be- 
ing Prime Minister. But do not be deceived. 
Day in and day out it is also tbe most pun- 
ishing job in goveximient barring perhaps that 
of Prime Minister. The schedule is crammed, 
the paperwork is monstrous, and tbe travel- 
ling constant. And all the while, a Foreign Sec- 
retary becomes aware that his work is mostly 
conveyer bell stuff. He will leave no monu- 
ment behind, no testament to those ex- 
hausting years of service. . 

Except for moments KkeTuesday. and what 
will surely be contender for the news picture 
of 1998: Robin Cook, in the middle of a three- 
day, six-countiy swing through tbe Middle East 
dinging to his dignity by his fingernails as the 
rain lashed down on the heights of Har Homa, 
the hecklers heckled, and hard-faced Israeli 
security men twice his size helped him to tbe 
safely of his car. And to cap everything, can- 
cellation of dinner with Benjamin Netanyahu 
(though whether Mr Netanyahu is a man you’d 
want as a dinner companion must be debat- 
able - the things one has to do for Britain). 

Rir all of this Mr Cook is beingioasted. He 
is said to have single-handedly destroyed Eu- 
rope’s chances of mediating in the Middle East 
He stands accused of that capital offence for 
a diplomat of “offending all sides at once”. The 
words “fiasco” and "diplomatic disaster” are 
much bandied about Once more we are re- 
minded of Mr Cook’s clumsy foray into the 
Kashmir dispute which batf-wrecked the 
Queen's visit to the India and Pakistan last year. 
Then there was the brusque dismissal of iris wife . 
of 28 years, and the bizarre and demeaning 
trashing of his former diary secretary during a 
y press coherence mBiu^I^ And, last but not , 
least, &e contrast between between words and 
deeds in the conduct ofNey/ Labour’s “ethi- 
cal foreign policy”, in Asia hbowe aH 

This time moreover, the Americans are 
huffing and puffing. State Department 
spokesmen murmur how Mr Cook's perfor- 
mance has “not helped” what is still referred 
to m pobte circles as the “Middle East peace 
process”. So much for Britain and the EU as 
honest broker. The day after Har Homa, his 
speech to the Anglo-Arab Association on 
5 March has an almost comical ring. “Europe 
has an important part in the Middle East 
peace process ... Tonight I start an intensive 
European effort to stimulate progress ... ‘We 
can give the process a helpful, nudge.” Some 
stimulation, some progress, some nudge. 
Clearly, it win be concluded, die man is a serial 


blunderer, too convinced of his own intelli- 
gence to learn from his mktaWg. 

In fact, TUesda/s collision has been on tbe 
diplomatic railway tcacksfor weeks— certainty 
since Mr Cook' speech in London a forttrigbf 
ago setting out a new and expanded role for 
Europe in the search for peace in the Mid- 
dle East. Last weekend, as Mr Netanyahu 
warned darkly of Europe not understanding 
tbe Middle East, his EU colleagues eo- 
doised Iris idea and Mr Cook insisted hewould 
go to Har Homa. As we all know, be-tfid. 

But the Foreign Secretary and tbe influ- 
ential pro-Arab lobby in the Foreign! Office, 
the so-called “Camel Corps”, are ths iesser 
villains of tbe piece. Ultimately, biaroe fbr tbe 
mess lies with the Israelis: not so mwf t the 
bigots who daub “Anti-Semite” on the, walls 

the British Consulate, bm a right-whig gov- 
ernment that insists on its right to build set- 
tlements as and when it pleases, and its 
spokesmen who liken Mr Cook’s greeting of 
a Palestinian official in Fa«a Jerusalem to a 
foreign dignitary on a visit to Britain, travel- 
ting specialty to Belfast to shake the hand of 
Gerry Adams. Except that the most power- 
ful foreign dignitary of alt Resident 'B3I Clin- 
ton, did precisely that in November 1995. 

No, the plain truth is that as long as Mr 
Netanyahu remains prime minister of Israel 
and pursues his current policies, neither 
Britain nor the European Union - regarded 
as incorrigibly pro-Palestinian - nor even the 
United States, have a hope of brokering a deal 
acceptable to both sides. Indeed, the 
Netanyahu snub may be taken as warning to 
the US of what might happen, should Wash- 
ington press too hard on the settlements. If 


Benjamin Netairi^ahu as 
dinner" companion — 
the things one must do 


Mr Cook's “diplomatic disaster” has illumi- 
nated to the world just how inflexible Israel 
is. then so much the better. 

The most serious consequence of the af- 
fair could be its impact on Mr Cook’s polit- 
ical relationship with foe Prime Minister. Next 
month Tbny Blair visits IsraeL like Mr Cook 
he will be wearing a European as well as a 
British hat. Inevitably he will face the reper- 
cussions of this week’s fracas. The word from 
Downing Street yesterday -and it could not 
be otherwise -was that the visit would be go- 
mg ahead, and that Prime Minister backed 
his Foreign Secretary “totally”. In fact, after 
its lanefy support of American threats to use 
force against Israel’s great foe Saddam Hus- 
sein. Britain is in a stronger diplomatic po- 
sition, than might &st appear. 

. RnkrtiisftriaiiKJmeDtsuj^ioseififfereatly. 
Suppose Mr Blair, who in foreign affairs seems 
happiest when expensing inoffensive and feel- 
good platitudes, has been thrown out of his 
stride by the unseemly episodes of the last 
24 hours. Suppose too, as happened with Mar- 
garet Thatcher and Brands Pym and later on 
Geoffrey Howe, the Prime Minister starts to 
lose confidence in .his Foreign Secretary. 
That is tbe moment at which tbe most pun- 
ishing job in foe Cabinet starts to become im- 
possible. We have not reached that point yet 
Despite much informed whispering to tbe con- 
trary, Mr Cook swears he loves his job. But 
sometimes you sense his heart may not truly 
lie amid the splendours of King Charles Street 
This week’s scenes in Jerusalem might has- 
ten the moment of bis leaving them. 


In love with the telephonic darling who 
monitors and screens my messages 


John Walsh’s 
sensitive verbal 
disposition has 
taken several hits 
this week, from BT 
operators to new . 
American; slang 


MY BRITISH Tfelecom lady 
has lost the plot The super- 
calm voice on my phone, the 
one that .monitors . my mes- 
sages and screens me from the 
outside world, has complete- 
ly mislaid the storyline. 

You know the person I 
mean? Maybe she euros up on 
your telephone too, the faith- 
less hussy. Pve considered her 
a dose personal friend since 
I agreed to have the system in- 
stalled, some .months ago. I 
was entranced the first time I 
rang home and heard those 
primary- schoolmistress tones 
say, prissily: “Good, evening. 
This is a Bee Tie answering ser- 
vice. There’s no one here to 
take your call -but I can take 
a message far you ...” Her 
voice was so emphatic, her 
enunciation -so clear, she 
sounded like Shula in The 
Archers addressing a shed of 
Albanian peasants. 

It used to work like this. If 
callers had left messages, the 
phone would ring, or the dial- 
ling tone would bleep, to let 
you know. Then you rang 1571 
to get your calls, and beard this 
tightly-buttoned BT mini (I 
imagined a Chanel suit, a 
Kirefy Young hairstyle, a whiff 
of Tr&or) offering you a range 
of exciting transcommunica- 
tory possibilities. “Four mes- 
sages. Hear them?,” she’d ask 
in imperious tones. “Message 
timed at 6.45pm today. Hear 
that message? Repeat that 
message? Save that message?” 

You were expected to an- 
swer all her enquiries by say- 
ing “Yes” or “No” down the 
line, and woe betide you if you 
mumbled She would come on 
the line, say, ‘‘Sorry, I didn’t 
understand that” and make 
you repeat what you’d said 
cooing sweetly the while, 
rephrasing her instructions 
with increasing simplicity 
(“Would you like to save or re- 
move that message?”) in case 
you might be drunk or foreign. 
She taught you to mind your 
(fictional Ps and Qs, to be de- 
cisive and forthright, to sit up 
straight and stop fidgeting. 

Then she went off me, grew 
cold and irritable, had attacks 
of PMT. Instead of the phone 
rin g in g to say there were mes- 
sages waiting, a moody si- 
lence prevailed The dialling 



Just who is that woman British Telecom has answering my phone? 


tone snored away uncon- 
cerned. If you rang 1571, you’d 
get half of one message, abort- 
ed at random. Things 'went 
downhill fast. The voice I’d 
come to love hardened in 
tone, from Shula Archer to 
Ann Widdecombc. If she 
asked “ Remove that mes- 
sage?” it now sounded like an 
order. If you replied “No”, 
she’d remove it anyway. What- 
ever you wanted she'd do the 
opposite. You’d think we’d 
had a flaming row about 
housework or something. 

Then she affected to be 
deaf. Whatever you said, 
tbere’d be an eerie silence and 
she’d reply, sulkily, “1 didn't 
understand that". Even if you 
enunciated your words like 
John Gielgud she’d say, snot- 
tfly, “I didn’t understand tbaL 
Would you like to hear this 
message?"- Yes, you’d snarl, 
yes. yes, yes, GoddammiL 
“Sony. I didn’t UNDER- 
STAND that,” she snarled 
back, suddenly standing re- 
vealed as Alex Forrest, the 
madwoman in Fatal Attrac- 
tion. “DO YOU WISH TO 
HEAR THIS MESSAGE OR 
NOT?” Ten minutes later, her 
voice was breaking up and I 
was shouting abuse at a 
recording. 

It couldn't go on. I had to 
get a BT man to take her away 
to the Answering Machine 
Funny Farm and have her at- 
titude problem seen to. Un- 
comfortable thoughts of The 
Stepford Wives assail me day 
and night, especially the scene 


when the robot iscd Paula 
Prentiss gels knifed in the cir- 
cuit boards and goes bananas. 
My telephonic darling is now 
back on the phone line, work- 
ing perfectly, cooing helpful- 
ly and recording my messages 
as if nothing had happened. 
But what flash of humanity was 
revealed when her circuits 
crashed? And how can I stop 
this feeling of guilt that I've 
had her turned into a robot 
again? 

AFTER inarticulate grunts, 
professional slang is perhaps 
the biggest irritant to the soul. 
After years spent wincing 
every time I heard voices on 
the radio discussing “Peps” 
and “Tessas”, I learn we now 
have to discuss the pros and 
cons of things called “ISAs”, 
which have replaced them. 
(“"Doctor, I'm a bit worried 
about me iccrs ..."). Being 
asked about “cashback” at 
the Safeway checkout, as if it 
were a form of words that fell 
naturally to your lips, is 
enough to turn you into Paul 
Johnson. Carpet fitters who 
deride they can’t nafl down tbe 
Axminste r round the edge of 
the room, say “1 think we’ll 
’ave to PV5 it”. Give me 
strength. But some bits of 
newly minted slang are oddly 
appealing. Like the moment in 
a West End Seattle Coffee em- 
porium during the week, when 
tbe woman beside me ordered 
a large espresso to take away. 
Without looking up. the 
(American) girl behind the 


A true Budget for women would be much more radical 



DIANE 

COYLE 

THE VALUE OF 
UNPAID WORK 



HAVE Gordon Brown and bis 
all-male team of advisers at the 
Theasuiy come up trumps with 
his Budget for women? Not re- 
ally, despite the increase in 
child benefit and the new work 
and childcare credits for the low 
paid. 

The Budget did mark, as 
Harriet Harman emphasised in 
a < pt*»rh last wight, the end of the 


of a male breadwinner: and a fe- 
male hdpmale in the home. Tbe 
welfare state has been buill on 
this tradition of unpaid female 
labour, whereas the new mea- 
sures recognise that very many 
women are in paid work and 
need help with childcare. 

There was other good” news 
in tbe Chancellors speech too. 
Apart from tbe large fin an c ial 
gains for children, we females 
of tbe species must breathe a 
Sigh of relief that two potential 

catastrophes, wfaidi would have 

cost women billions of pounds, 
have been averted, at least for 
now. After a huge amount of 
lobbying and ear-bending, the 
Chancellor accepted that the 
new Working Families Thx 
Credit must guard against 
switching money within house- 
holds from men to women. 

Yet the fact that both these 
financial disasters looked at 
one stage as though they might 
happen demonstrates how im- 
portant it is to keep the Boy’s 

OwnTfeasmy on its guard. The 

lads simply do not have the lea- 
der impact of their proposals ai 
the forefront of their minds. 

Take the narrow escape 


from a men-to-women redis- 
tribution in the new Working 
Families Tfcx Credit, the re- 
placement for JfiuttOy Credit. 
The initial plans would have in- 
volved a “purse to wallet” trans- 
fer of up to £40 a week. Family 
Credit is paid direct to moth- 
ers whether they are the main 
earner or not- Tbe new tax ared- 
it will go through the pay pack- 
et as a tax refund, and could 
have ended up going to men in 
many of tbe cases where it is 
claimed by couples rather than 
lone parents. When it is intro- 
duced, couples will be able to 
nominate winch of them should 
receive the money; but cam- 
paigners are still concerned 
about whether die practical 
detaflswifl make this a genuine 
choice in practice. 

The other big threat to pure- 
es is one that might loom again 
in a future Budget. That is a re- 
turn to joint taxation. Although 

Mr Brown says he does not plan 
to abandon the independent 
ta xation of husbands and wives, 
a l efb im introduced by Nigel 
Lawson, the question will in- 
evitably arise when he gets 
around to taring child benefit 
- an intention he signalled 
yesterday. 

. Ontbefeceofit,itisentirely 
uno bjectionable to guarantee 
that child benefit wOI remain 
universal but tax it for trigh cam- 
era. And when you accept that, 

it seems to make sense to take 

into account the joint family in- 
come for tax purposes- after all, 

both incomes gp to support the 
^frflrfren, so why should n OU- 


earning wives of rich men get a 
higher level of child benefit than 
the low-earning wife of a mid- 
dle-income man? 

The trouble with this rea- 
sonable view, which the Chan- 
cellor certainly holds, is that 
defending tbe principle of in- 
dependent taxation is ab- 
solutely crucial to women. Any 
retreat from it win introduce a 
big tax rise - for women. At the 
extreme, a reversion to joint tax- 
ation would be equivalent to a 
6 pence increase in the baric 
rale of income tax for working 
women. 


just a good friend. Do we real- 
ty want tbe tax inspectors to 
know the answer to these ques- 
tions? You only have to look at 
the troubled history of the 
Child Support Agency to realise 
how disastrous it can be when 
officials start to probe into the 
details of people's personal 
lives. 

These points raise broader 
questions about Mr Brown’s in- 
tentions towards women. Does 
be care about tbe distribution 
of income within families as well 
as between them? And does he 
value unpaid work in the home 


I 


The Bo/s Own Treasury simply 
does not have the gender impact of 
its proposals at the front "of its mind 


The explanation is simple. If 
income tax is assessed on both 
incomes, the second earner 
starts to pay income tax on her 
first pound - and at die high* 

er rate if her husband is in the 
40 per cent tax band If she is 
taxed separately, she gets her 

own personal allowance so the 
first slice of income is tax free. 

And quite apart from the 
money, there are other prob- 
lems. What would the position 
of cohabiting couples be? The 
Inland Revenue knows if you 
are married. It does not know 
whether you live with someone 
- or, if you do, whether they are 
the father of yonr children or 
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as much as paid work outride 
it? The answer to both appears 
to be no, whereas for women it 
needs to be yes. The first yes is 
why independent taxation mat- 
ters, and the second explains 
why it is important for benefits 
to be paid to the woman of tbe 
house rather than tbe man. 

A true Budget for women 
would accept that there has to 
be some unfairness between 
households in order for there 
to be fairness within them. The 
Chancellor has to forget about 
taxing wives for having well-off 
husbands. 

Any genuine reform of the 
tax and benefits system would 


acknowledge the value of un- 
paid domestic work. Although, 
as Ms Harman acknowledged, 
tbe traditional family of male 
earner and female housekeep- 
er is a thing of the past, that un- 
paid work still needs to be 
done and be valued. After alt 
domestic effort amounts to at 
least half of total measured na- 
tional income on the most cau- 
tious official estimate and more 
likely matches the money econ- 
omy in size. Women do twice 
as much of this unpaid work as 
men - an average of nearly 300 
minutes a day versus men’s 150 
minutes. Bui although we must 

wholeheartedly welcome the ex- 
tra money he found to give to 
mothers and carers, by incen- 
tives to work Mr Brown means 
incentives for paid work. 

My proposal for a Budget 
for Women would be higher 
taxes on rich men to pay for a 
far bigger increase in resources 
for childcare both in and out 
of the home. While generous 
child benefit is a lot tamer 
than the old feminist demand 
of wages for housework, it is 
better than peanuts for house- 
work. 

A rise in the top rate of in- 
come tax would have the per- 
fect gender profile. Sadly, some 
redistributive measures have 
been struck off the agenda, even 
for a Labour Chancellor who 
has turned out. against the 
odds, to be willing to take 
money from the rich and give 
it to the poor. Taking it from 
men to give to women is obvi- 
oushr a bit too radical. 


counter yelled over her shoul- 
der. “Double E to flee ..." 

CONVERSATION of the 
Week was surely that between 
Kathleen Willey, the former 
While House worker, and Ed 
Bradley, the interrogator on 
CBS television’s 60 Minutes. 
about yet another of President 
Clinton's alleged peccadillos. 
It wasn't just for what Ms 
Willey said, though God 
knows that was interesting 
enough, but for what she 
didn't say. Let me remind 
you: “He had his arms tight 
round me. He kissed me on my 
mouth and pulled me closer to 
him ... He touched my breasts 
with his bands and I was just 
startled.” Indeed you were, 
madam. So far, so good. Then 
Bradley asks. Where, er, ex- 
actly. did he. ah ...? and Ms 
Willey replies that the wan- 
dering Presidential hand had 
seized her hand and damped 
it on his (by now surely rather 
battered after all these in- 
terns and researchers) groin. 
“Was he aroused?” inquired 
Bradley. “Uh-/itf ," replied Ms 
Willey. 

And that was the end of the 
conversation. No really, that's 
actually how it finished, with 
Ms Willey's pitiless inter- 
viewer presumably quite sat- 
isfied with her reply. We in 
Britain, however, arc not. Did 
she. for Chrissake, mean Yes 
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or No? i She wouldn't have 
lasted five minutes with the 
lady from the BT answering 
service.) Are we to be JenieJ 
the truth of whether (he pri- 
apic Prcz clutched another 
Willey to his own, all because 
of that curious American 
fondness for non-verbal in- 
terchanges? 

You know* the kind of thing. 
If you say “thanks” to a New 
York waitress, she'll murmur 
“Mm-hm?” abstractedly on a 
rising lilt. Ask a garage hand in 
Denver if he can check your oil 
and he'll say. “Uh -hunh" 
(meaning “1 would love to he 
of assistance, but sadly I have 
an appointment with my ad- 
vanced cello teacher”). Say 
anything disobliging to a small 
American child and it'll 
protest with that awful wring- 
ing noise, “N e-hahr". 

It's not a pretty record of 
inarticulacy, with the language 
of explanation, gratitude and 
protest all reduced to primeval 
grunts. But it sail recognisabty 
of a piece with President Clin- 
ton, and his apparently 
Tburettc-likc manhandling of 
anyone in possession of a 
uterus - 1 mean amrtne. White 
House job applicant, beauty 
queen, night-club singer, 
friend’s wife, stenographer, 
colour co-ordinator, office 
cleaner, lea lady - who has 
ever strayed into his Fondle 
Zone. 



ON THE PRICE OF YOUR 
REGHIAR DISPOSABLE LENSES 

Direct Lenses can supply replacement disposable contact lenses direct 
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Beatrice 

Wood 


BEATRICE WOOD, one of 
the world's oldest working pot- 
ters. has died at the age of 105. 
In ail aspects of her life Wood 
was equally capable of shocking 
by either her outrageous re- 
marks. her life style, or her 
choice of lovers and friends. 

A recent photograph of her 
at work on the potter's wheel 
captures her in typical pose, 
adorned in a turquoise blue, 
loosely Ruing sari, a huge silver 
necklace, large earrings and 
neatly applied lipstick. Few pot- 
ters wear such exotic costume 
for such an earthy task. The ti- 
tle of her 1985 autobiography, 
I Shock Myself, suggests non- 
conformity in her life and art. 
an approach home out by her 
remark that she owed her 
longevity to “chocolates and 
young men". 

Bom in San Francisco and 
brought up in New York, she 
alarmed her wealthy parents by 
her early concern with art and 
an offbeat life. Aged 1 8 she es- 
caped io Paris to study at the 
Academic Julicn and later to 
perform at the Comed/e Fron- 
£uisc. making friends with many 
avant-garde artists. Back in New 
York she maintained contact 
with European artists including 
Francis Picabia and Man Ray, 
with .American new' wave artists 
such as Charles Shecler, and the 
film star Mynta Loy. 

Her closest companion was 
Marcel Duchamp, and. along 
with him and the diplomat and 


writer Henri-Pierre Roche, she 
founded and wrote for Blind 
Man , a journal which support- 
ed the Dada movement in New 
York. Encouraged by Du- 
champ, who was reputed to be 
her bver-a feet she neither ver- 
ified or disputed - Wood took 
up drawing. Often known as ftte 
"mama of dada", she was also 
thought to be part of a menage 
a trots with Duchamp and 
Roche, later inspiring Francois 
Truffaut’s 2961 Ska Jules et Jim. 

In response to family pres- 
sure Wtood married her first hus- 
band. a theatre manager from 
Montreal, in 1919, but the mar- 
riage was declared void when it 
was discovered that he already 
had a wife living in Belgium. 
Her second marriage, in 1938, 
to Steve Hogg, an engineer, was 
one of convenience in that it al- 
lowed them to apply for Red 
Cross Rinding when the house 
they had bought together in 
North Hollywood was washed 
away in a flood. Although they 
lived together until his death in 
I960, Wood claimed the mar- 
riage was unconsummated, say- 
ing that she had loved seven 
men she didn’t many, and mar- 
ried two men she didn't love. 

It was not until the late 
1920s that Wood took up ce- 
ramics, spurred on by fading to 
find a teapot to match some 
neo-rococo lustre-glazed plates. 
Following a course at Holly- 
wood High School she began to 
research into lustre glaze tech- 



Woocfc the ‘mama of dada*. she described herself as a terrible craftswoman’ 


tuques, a highly skilled process 
which was to remain a major 
characteristic of her ceramics. 

In feet, she did not make 
teapots at this time, but freely 
modelled figurines which sold 
well and helped her survive 
tire Depression. Her deepest in- 
volvement with ceramics came 
in the early 1940s when she 
studied with Glen Lukens 
and the Austrian ceramists 
Gertrude and Otto Nattier. 

Working from a small studio 
in Ojai, California, she had an 
idiosyncratic approach to form 
and materials, often shocking 


David King 


DAVID KING was a big ebul- 
lient man, an actor who played 
character parts, making his 
mark quickly in every role and 
with a dominating stage pres- 
ence. He was moreover ex- 
tremely versatile: one night he 
could be playing a haggard 
trump - with his dog Dougal - 
in Z Cars, and the next a robust 
country squire in Trollope. In 
19% he appeared in a fine 
scene with Sir John Gielgud in 
the acclaimed film Shine. 

Perhaps “Badger" in 13 
memorable West End produc- 
tions of Toad of Toad Hall from 
the mid-Sixties. was his triumph. 
Badgers became a fascination; 
his Barnsbuxy house was filled 
with pictures, books, ornaments 
and memorabilia, and on the 
ball wall was a photograph of 
himself making up for the part. 

"Last ofaiL the eyes /Made 
larger, while encircled ...I And 
there, powerful, mysterious, / 
The complete mask, / Badger." 

He may have gained a taste 



Versatile: King, right, with John Gielgud in Shine, 1996 


for performing when, as a small 
boy, he impersonated Carmen 
Miranda on his parents' kitchen 
table. Later, as a plump, lone- 


der Boris Ord, and began acting 
seriously, playing Othello. His 
career took off quickly. In the 
early 1950s came seasons at 


the generally conservative world 
of ceramics by her sense of 
experiment and innovation. 

She was never Impressed by 
notions of perfectionism, argu- 
ing that “knowing what one’s 
about to take out of a kiln is as 
exciting as being married to a 
boring and predictable man", 
and she freely admitted to be- 
ing a “terrible craftswoman”. 
Her chalices, bowls and vases, 
some with stylised figurative 
drawings, were not intended to 
be used, but to be beautiful in 
their own right. But it is this 
sense of individual vision of her 


ly schoolboy, his toy theatre Stratford-upon-Avon with Peg- 


became all-absorbing. 

At Cambridge he read Eng- 
lish under F.L. Lucas and 
George Ry lands, and Music un- 


gy Ashcroft, Michael Redgrave 
and Laurence Olivier, followed 
by a stint at Bristol Old Vic play- 
ing Fozzo in Titering Far Godot 


and Claudius to Peter OTbole’s 
Hamlet. 

Seasons at the Old Vic in 
London led to a Russian tour 
in 1961. King taught himself 
Russian in advance, and when, 
in 1987, he and I presented 
Agreeable Friends , an antholo- 
gy of animal writing, he spoke 
movingly Esyenin’s “To Jim: an 
actor's dog" to his own dog. 
Brock, on stage. 

Dougal was his first dog, 
brought in to the Haymarket 
Theatre one day in the mid- 
Sixties while King was playing 
in The Rivals, often, covering fbr 
Ralph Richardson as Sir An- 
thony Absolute. Dougal and 
King became inseparable, and 
he was knonm as “die actor with 
the dogT. A glossy blackcharmer, 
Dougal played alongside his 
master's pantomime dame, ia<4 
Midsummer Nigjit’s Dream, and 
on television in Jackanory. 

Among King’s most im- 
pressive rales were his immense 
- in every sense - drag act. 


vessel-based forms and sculp- 
tural ceramics which is her great- 
est strength and fascination. 

Some, such as the ceramic 
sculptor Peter Voulkos, re- 
sponded positively, seeing her 
ceramics as valid, unique and 
radical. Anars Nin described 
Wood as “a modem ceramist 
creating objects today which 
would enhance yoor life”. 

There was also a quieter, less 
flamboyant aspect to Wood’s 
character. A vegetarian who nei- 
ther smoked nor drank, in 1913 
she became a member of the 
Theosophist movement, and in 


Dame Clara; bis virtuoso play- 
ing of the Peggy Mount role in 
Sailor Beware (directed as an all- 
male army show); Sir in The 
Dresser; the Headmaster in 
Forty }&its On; Daddy Wferboys 
in Annie; and a favourite, his 
namesake David King in 
Christopher Fry’s A Sleep of 
Prisoners. ■ 

In the early 1980s, he per- 
formed in A Patriot For Me, 
which progressed from Chich- 
ester to London to Los Ange- 
les, this last an experience he 
utterly loathed, venting his 
wrath in poetry and a vitriolic 
journal. Numerous television 
appearances ranged from the 
classics to soaps, including the 
consultant surgeon Mr Bailey in 
Emergency Ward 10. 

After Dougal died. Brick 
was rescued from the Animal 
Wrffere Thist Less manageable, 
smellier, a large, bounding, 
loveable mongrel, he too was a 
theatre dog, family, someone to 
offer devotion at a time when 


James Smeafl 


Photograph: Garth dark Gallery 

1948 she moved to Qjai to be 
near the charismatic Indian 
sage KrishnamurtL 

Public recognition, though 
late in her life, was fulsome, cul- 
minating in a show at the Amer- 
ican Craft Museum in New 
York in the 1990s. In 1994 Pete 
WQson, Governor of California, 
declared Beatrice Wood a 
“California living Treasure". 

Emmanuel Cooper 

Beatrice Wood, patten bom San 
Franasco 3 March 1893; monied sec- 
and y 1939 Steve Hogg (died I960); 
died Ojd. CaBfbmla O. March 1999. 


JAMES SMEALL was Princi- 
pal of Saint Luke’s College of 
Education, Exeter, from 1945 to 
1972. Led by hisstoMnes and 
panache, the college grew ten- 
fold in numbers, and rose to 
national and then internation- 
al renown as a nursery of teach- 
ers and rugby players. He was 
also a prominent figure in 
the civic life of Exeter and its 
co-opted Mayor in 1965-66. 

Son of a Yorkshire doctor. 
SmeaD went from Highgate 
School to Queens’, Cambridge, 
where a First in Engl i s h still left 
him time to appear as wing 
three-quarter for the universi- 
ty. After “finishing" at the 
Sorbonne, he went into school- 
teaching, and in 1939, at the age 
of 32, was appointed headmas- 
ter of Chesterfield Grammar 
School. By 1945, however, he 
was looking fora new challenge. 

Saint Luke’s was the dioce- 
san teacher training college in 
Exeter. Though small, it did not 
lack distinction. But in 1942 it 
had been bombed into total do- 
sure, and in 1945 many of its 
buildings were still rubble. 

For rebuilding and recreat- 
ing the college, Smeall adopt- 
ed a time-honoured English 
ploy, seeking academic repute 
through manly sports, espe- 
cially rugby. His scouts went 
round the schools to recruit 
good players. He himself ref- 
ereed and coached. Success 


the profession treated his 
master less loudly. 

David King was a vulnerable, 
sensitive man beneath his big. 
outgoing exterior. In recent 
years he found new directions, 
and turned oat same strong per- 
formances infringe theatre and 
in frequent broadcasting for 
the BBC Drama Repertory 
Company. One of his poems, “I 
Hate Greens", has become a 
children’s anthology favourite. - 

When he died he was re- 
searching the life of Arthur 
Conan Doyle to follow his pop- 
ular portrayals of Hemy Vin, 
Handel, Gladstone and Ches- 
terton at the National Portrait 
Gallery, and he was about to 
take part in a recording of 
Coriolonus for Riverrun Pro- 
ductions - a recording now 
dedicated to his memory. 

Anne Harvey 

David King, actor and poet: bom 
Rochester. Kent 23 August 1930; 
died London 3 March 1999. 



Smeafb showmanship 

bred success, until in 1953-54 
the first XV scored a record 
1,000 points in a season. Alto- 
gether in his time! the college 
produced 36 rugby interna- 
tionals. 

In other ways too it was a 
time of growth. New staff were 
appointed: Smeall chose well, 
and then let them get on with 
it. The students got good jobs, 
and many rose to headships. 
The staff were invited all over 
the world to lecture and advise. 
Smeall himself lectured more 
than once in Russia, typically 
not on education, which bored 
him, but on 18tb -century Eng- 
lish poetry and (surprisingly) 
dockyards. 

Saint Luke's in feet was on 
the crest of a wave, and knew 
it. A college of education 
always had one strength denied 


to universities, namely a com- 
mon focus uniting all its mem- 
bers. When student dissidence 
threatened in the late 1960s, 
Smeall made a rare declaration 
of principle: "The college 
does not belong either to its 
staff or to its students. It belong 
to the children whom the stu- 
dents are being prepared to 
teach." 

But what gave Saint Luke s 
the edge over its rivals was its 
siyle, Smeafl ’s style. Among his 
staff appointments was the for- 
mer MP Sir Richard Acland, 
whose family had given Kfller-tf 
ton House to the National 
Trust. Smeall rented it back 
from the trust as a hall of resi- 
dence, with Acland as its War- 
den. And, when the comedian 
Jimmy Edwards was playing in 
Exeter, Smeall invited him to 
speak to the students, had him 
elected to the non-existent 
office of Rector, and proceed- 
ed, in the exchange of com- 
pliments, to outwit the 
professional 

For. as befitted the author of 
English Satire, Parody and Bur- 
lesque (1952), he was a master 
of all forms of wit and humour. 
Alas, only a few of his mots are. 
printable. (In notes on the staflC 
left for his successor, he praised 
one colleague for his “impec- 
cable taste in enemies".) Speak- 
ing on an official occasion as 
Mayor, he likened the new ex- 
tension of a high-street bank to 
“an ancient Egyptian urinal". 
Reacting in 1968 to government 
pressure to admit women, he re- 
ported to his governors in re- 
vealing words: “I hope we shall 
be saved from sleazy touchline 
banshees, wrapped up in 
scarves and apparently ignorant 
of make-up.” But when they 
came be welcomed them, for he 
was kind beneath the satire, 
just as he was shy behind the 
showmanship. 

He also bowed to the in^. 
evitable. When "his" college ' 
was incorporated into Exeter 
University in 1978, he was con- 
soled for the loss of its inde- 
pendence by the growing 
distinction of its new owners, 
and delighted by the award of 
an honorary degree in 1988. lb 
a letter of congratulation then 
he replied typically: “I wel- 
come any recognition that I am 
still alive." 

John Dancy 

tjames Leathley Smexdi tcacht^' 
■trainer bom Middlesbrough, CJere- 
land 16 June 1907; assstantmas- 
.ter, Merchfeton 1929-30; staff. 
Royal Naval College, Dartmouth 
193034; Housemaster, flradfiefd 
College 1934-36; Head of the Eng 
6s h Department, Epsom College 
1936-39; Headmaster. Chesterfield 
Granmar School 1939-45; Printipd, 

St Luke’s GoBe ge, Exeter 1945-72; 
married 1936 Rachel Harris { died 
1984; one daughter); died Exeter, 
Devon 24 February 1998. 


.if 


Bite >■’ 


i * 

l H ; 


Red Richards 


“A FINE pianist with a mar- 
\dlous. loose, swinging ayle." 
The clarinettist Bob Wilber 
was in no doubt, when he 
formed his own hand in 195(1. 
that he wanted Red Richards cm 
piano. “He was very doubtful 
and said that he didn't know 
anything about Dixieland ja izz. 
I told him that I'd teach him the 
tunes and that all he had to do 
was play his own way." 

Such reticence was typical of 
Richards. What fume he had 


was thrust upon him. yet be was 
one of the roost continuously 
busy of jazz musicians, playing 
and leading many bands and, in- 
congruously, touring in 1953 as 
accompanist to Frank Sinatra. 

He began learning to play 
classical piano when be was 10: 

When I WBS about 16 a fellow in my 
block started tak in g me to rent par- 
ties every Saturday night. Sometimes 
(here mighl be four different parties 
in the same building that had piano 
players. Thai was bow I came to meet 
Fats Whiter, James P. Johnson. Don 


Lambert and Willie “The Lion" 
Smith. The parties were always go- 
ing on. and those gips woald play for 
days without Stopping! 

It was when he joined the 
band of tbe alto saxophonist Thb 
Smith in January 1945 that 
Richards began to attract notice. 
Smith’s band was in partnership 
with the guitarist Tbevar Bacon. 
They played for 10 weeks in 
Chicago before setting out for 
California via a tour of the 
South, Two weeks into the tour 


Bacon was killed in a car acci- 
dent and the rest abandoned the 
trip. Co incidentally the Savoy 
Ballroom, New York’s leg- 
endary “home of happy feet", 
needed a small band to support 
the resident Savoy Sultans, and 
Smith’s group was given the job. 
They stayed for five years. 

Richards left for Boston to 
join Wilber and Sidney Bechet 
and then came to Europe with 
Mezz Mezzrow’s band in 1953. 
This was the beginning of a long 


series of European visits that 
continued until his death. The 
trumpeter Buck Clayton was in 
Mezzrow’s band and his friend- 
ship with Richards lasted until 
Richards played on Clayton's 
last recording in 1979. 

Another long friendship was 
with the trombonist Vic Dick- 
enson. From I960 to 1970 the 
two led a very successful sextet 
called the Saints and Sinners. In 
1975 Dickenson joined the res- 
ident band at Eddie Condon's 


in New York and Richards be- 
came tbe intermission pianist 
From 1979 Richards toured Eu- 
rope, Asia and Australia with the 
Harlem Jazz and Blues Band 
and with the reassembled Savoy 
Sultans. In 1994 he visited Eu- 
rope with the trumpeter Doc 
Cheatham and played and 
recorded with the Red Richard^ 
George Kelly Sextet. 

Richards was a sensitive ac- 
companist and a soloist with a 
very individual style. He had an 


encyclopaedic grasp of the his- 
tory of jazz piano, and this, cou- 
pled to a rolling left band, 
enabled him to take his place 
firmly in the tradition of fats 
Waller and James P. Johnson. 

He died at the piano in the 
middle of a job. 

Steve Voce 

Charles Coleridge “Reef* Rkhaids. 
pianist and bandleader, bom New 
York 19 October 190; died New York Richards: rolling left hand 
12 March 1998. Phonograph: Jazz Index 



BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

RAINBOW: Ucrtuix - on 17 Much, 
.it Prince*. .Muc Hospice, Esher. Cm. 
matk*n 4i Mwllakc. Wl-iIbcmLiv 25 
March at 2pm. No (lower*: am <Jo- 
nniien* to earner research. 

An naunw n w na lor Ciia R i BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES A DEATHS (Births, 

AdOfXMM, Marriage*, Death*. Mamo- 

lial iwwn, innlranarici, In 

Mcmoriam) should be mm In writing 
to the Gazette Etfitor. Tbe fndepen- 
damc. I Camh Square. Canary Whar( 
London EM 5DL, telephoned to M71 - 
293 2011 or luted to 0171-293 20KI, and 

■re thnrg nd k UJt ■ few (VAT extra}. 

OTHER Gazette arwo w cerm uo muw 
bo submitted in writing (or famd) and 
art tinned at GO a Una. VAT extra. 
They shoidd be accompanied by a day. 
time tel e p h on e number. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
The (bant Fireeun id ibe ItapctV UKtnpa- 
B».Mln»>.ata»±allhcl>ra(WX'WonT,Lr«- 
itoo 1 L- The PHeee t* Wtim endemics 
nf*se»reft ■ Sbmndv sad, s» ftntdoa. rt* 
rnncr i lieu, imh (be fifan premiOre «I iff 

Mil III cSc tun Mak at Uk Oik>o, Locoler 

V,wr. Itodiffi WO T?eW**fY«A ftts- 
skat, maui tbe Rovd Aero Club Annual 
■\»4rA artbr K»ti ml Mdutt CWK HecadB- 
KLnktnWI TtalhfcKMftinfdpKsemilK 

LxiduiCW»Chn«rtiniA*MiBek»dWf«i- 
oUUvCbdlnArafctbcAChdinilMniiUK- 
one. Clounsaanhnr 

Changing of the Guard 

Tbe ILnncfeuiil Cnihr Meontcd Begwatf 
omMlwn’fLlfeOiaiildHniwA 
11ns. 


Birthdays 

Miss Ursula Andress, actress, 62; 
Miss Glenn Close, actress. 5 1; Mr Fe- 
ter Cotes, theatrical director and 
producer, S6: Professor Ronald Gird- 
wood. former President, Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians of Edinburgh, 81; 
The Right Res' Ronald Gordon, for- 
mer Bishop of Lambeth, 71; Mr 
Biyun Hjjdrew, fanner managing di- 
rector , Lloyd's Register of Shipping. 
78; Vice-Admiral Sir Norman King, 
former chairman, Bucks Health Au- 
thority, 65; Sir David Lumsden. for- 
mer Principal, Royal Academy of 
Music, 70; Sir Peter Masefield, avi- 
ation authority, 34; Mr Philip Mason, 
j writer, 92; Lord Plant of HJghfield, 
Master, St Catherine's College, Ox- 
ford. 53: Lt-Gea Sir Alan Reay. 
i Chief Honorary Steward, Westmin- 
ster Abbey. 73; Mr Philip Roth, 
novelist, 65; Mr Bruce Willts, actor, 
43; Miss Maty Wimbush, actress. 74; 
Mr William Winfield, Headmaster, 
Mill HOI School 51, 


Anniversaries 
Births Georges de b lour, painter. 
1593: Tobias George SmoBctt, physi- 
cian and writer, 1721; Dr David Liv- 
ingslooe, explorer and msskmaiy. 
ISb: Sir Richard Francs Burton, 
scholar and explorer. 1821: Sergei 
Pavlovich DiaghSev, founder of the 
Diaghilcv ballet company, 1872. 
Deaths Thomas KOhgrew, play- 
wright, 1683; Rend Robert Cndier. 
Sieur de la Sa&c. explorer, murdered 
by his own men in Ifcxas 1687; 
William Henry Playfair, aiddiect, 
1857; George Richmond, painter. 
: IXV6, Edgar Rice Burroughs, OCvef- 


ist and creator of ’Taman". 1950. On 
tMs day: the Rev JOhn White formed 
tbe New imgtaid Company in Mass- 
achusetts Bay, 1628; Sydney Hubow 
bridge was officially opened, 1932; 
following an internal dispute. British 
parachute troops took over the 
Caribbean bland of Angudla. 1969; 
during a severe gale, the l,2fiQ&idc- 
visiem mast at Emley Moor. York- 
shire, crashed to the ground, 1970. 
Today is (be Feast Day of St Al- 
enmnd, prince of Northumbria, St 
John of Rtnaca. St Joseph (husband 
of the Virgin) and Si Laadoald. 

Lectures 

National Galfary: Alexander Stur- 
gis. “Mothers (iU): Mazo, Queen 
Mariam of m Mourning*, lpm. 

T bee GaBary; Stuart Currie, "Pin- 
ning Down PfcrsoaaJ E xpe ri ence: 
Giacometti, Bacon and Dubuffet", 
lpm. 

National Portrait GaBery: Jacob 
Simon, “The Art of the Picture 
Frame (ni): the 1 9th century”, 
l.HJpm. . 

Wallace CoBectfon, London Wi: 
Guy Evans, “Texriks in the flfeflace 
Collection's Buntings", 2pm- 
School of Oriental and African 
Studies, London WO: Professor 
Janxa Read, “Law in Africa: back to 
the future?”, 5 - 30 pm. 

Royal Society (Medawar Lecture), 
London SWI: Professor Lewis 
Wolpcrt, “Is Sdeace Dangerous?", 
530pm. 

Royal Institution of Groat Britain, 
London Wl: Professor Ian Fefls, j 
“ Fnw gy, the Environment and You". | 
lpm. 
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Unregistered architect could not use ‘FRIBA’ 


Jonaav Hcllanh Qutairii Bench 
Divisional Court (Lord Justice PM 
and Mr justice Cage) 6 March 1998 

Tbe use cf the initials “FRIBA" 
in a business letter by a person 
who was no longer registered 
as an architect and was offer- 
ing his services as an arbitrator 
constituted an offence under 
the Architects Registration Act 

1938. 

TfreDivisiooa! Cburt allowed 
an appeal by the prosecutor by 
way of case stated against the 
decision of Woolwich Crown 
Court, which had allowed 
Ronald Baden Heflaitfs appeal 
against his conviction at 
Greenwich Magistrates’ Court 
of an offence contrary to sec- 
tions 1 and 3 of tbe Architects 
Registration Act 1938. 

Tbe offence charged tbe re- 
spondent with carrying on busi- 
ness under the style or title of 
architect whilst not registered 


under the 1938 Act, in that he 
had used tbe intials “FRIBA” 
in a letter and an enclosure 
thereto. 

EEzoixth Appdby QC and Tanothy 

Dutton (Wight Sat 'd Pepper) fbr die 

appeBara; Jonathan Marfa QC (Shad- 

bakAQKRBgaulfjrthenxpondeitt. 

Lord Justice mi said that it 
was not in dispute that the re- 
spondent had received a tele- 
phone request from a Miss 
Sahirad to ad as arbitrator in 
a dispute between the compa- 
ny of which she was a director 
and another firm about alter- 
ation works at premises in 
instead. He had replied by 
letter on notepaper which was 
headed “Pofyottt Aims Ltd - 
Adjudication and Arbitration” 
and had signed the letter with 
his name fiSfowed by^ “DipAicb 
FRIBA FIMgtFOAib". 

At the material time the re- 
qwndenl was i» kxtgera "per- 


son registered" as an architect 
fbr tbe purposes of section 1 of 
ibe Architects Registration Act 
1938, though he had been reg- 
istered for many years, nor was 
he any longer a Fellow of the 
Royal Institute of British Ar- 
chitects (FRIBA). Arall times 
Miss Sahirad had believed the 
respondent to be registered as 
an architect, and when she 
discovered that he was not, 
she had complained to the 
Architects Registration Board. 


practised or carried on by the 
respondent was a “business" 
within tbe meaning of section 
I of the 1938 Acl 
T he court had no difficulty 
in holding that by placing his 
name and qualifications be- 
neath his signature on the let- 
ter, the respondent was a 


peal were whether the. re- 
spondent’s name followed by 
his qualifications under the 
signature to the letter came 
within the words "name, style 
or title" under which he was 
tarrying on a business; whether 
the use of the ini tials FRIBA 
required a findin g that it was 
a n a me , style or title contain- 
ing the word “architect"; and 
whether the business being 


business under that name, style 
or title within the meaning of 
section 1(1). Moreover it was 
his personal services as an ar- 
bitrator which were being 
soqght and it was those services 
vduch he was offering, fo the 
cnonnstanoes, he could not es- 
cape Mily on the ground that 
it was the limited company and 
not the respondent which was 
carrying on the business. 

The words “practice" and 

business” amid not be limit- 
ed to practice as an architect 
or in the business of architec- 
ture. Such an interpretation 


would involve reading into 
section 1(1) words which were 
not there. As a matter of con- 
struction, there was no justifi- 
cation for doing that, and no 
poliqr reason ^ which required the 
section to be limited in that way. 
Even if a limited construction 
were to be given to the section, 
it should in any event be suffi- 
ciently wide to cover practice 
or business as an arbitrator in 
a budding dispute. Expertise in 
^owecture was plainly a qual- 
ification for the appointment 
Tae acronym FRIBA did 
contain the word “architect"; 

it had no meaning except to de- 
note several words, one of 
which was “architect". Hat 
conaruction avoided the ab- 

“22 j? k ^ offence , 

to include as part of a title “Ftd- v 

*= Royal Institute of 

British Architects” and not an 
alienee to use “FRffi A", 

O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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Pound soars to 
nine-year high 

’on rate fears 


By Diane Coyle 

''Economics Edit or 


: THE POUND leapt to a nioe- 
: year high on the foreign ex- 
. changes yesterday as the 
, financial markrts ccmrh, u fe d that 
Gordon Bronn's Budget maHa 

■ higher interest rates a sure bet 

The slock market surged to 
claim a dutch of new records as 
. investors gave the Budget the 
. “thumbs up”. The FTSE 100 
flb ; dosed at an all-time hi gh of 

■ 5,903.6, up 68.7 points, as seuti- 
menl was boosted by a combi- 
nation of positive economic data. 

, The reaction in the currency 

. markets, which took sterling 
- . two pfennigs higher to above 
3.05 German marks and left ex- 
porters appaDed, ignored figures 
which showed a dip in retail sales 


: rising by less than expected. 

The Chancellor calmed the 
markets a little by pointing out 
that his two Budgets would take 
£1 7bn out of the economy over 
two years. “I don’t think anyone 
.. can say it is anything other than 
. a prudent stance.” he said. 

Mr Brown said the outline 
^•arithmetic for the Budget had 
^.been made available to the 
. Bank of England's Monetary 
- . Policy Committee (MPC) when 
. it met in March, and opted to 
:• . leave interest rates unchanged 
: : at 125 per cent 

It is no secret that Tk easuxy 
, officials would have preferred 
- the Bank to raise rates enough 
to be able to signal that they had 
•r probably reached a peak. They 
believe it is the possibility of 
^another increase in the cost of 
borrowing that is fuelling spec- 
W : illation in the currency markets. 
ManyCStyeoanamJstsagreed 
. yesterday feat fiscal policy was al- 


ready tight even though the 
Budget measures were broadly 
neutral In a post-Budget circu- 
lar Goldman Sachs described 
pdkyasd>etOD^MS tmKg l96L 

Robert Barrie at CSFB said; 
“The neutral Budget leaves 
fiscal policy tight and the public 
finances in good shape.” 

However, Michael Saunders 
at Salomon Smith Barney said: 
‘There was more tightening 
than expected in the 1997/98 
fiscal year but there will be less 
in 1998/99 ” The squeeze was 
easmg, he saidL 

Either way, the widespread 
view that it is now up to the 
Bank of England to slow down 
the economy left sterling look- 
ing irresistible to dealers. Its 
index against a range of cur- 
rencies leapt by 0.7 to 1073, the 
highest since the end of 1988. 

Roger Bootle, chief econo- 
mist at HSBC Markets, said: 
“Our export business is, I think, 
in danger ofbeing devastated by 
a pound this high. It is ludi- 
crously overvalued” 

Michael Robson, president 
of the UK Steel Assodation and 
commercial director of British 
Steel, warned, in a radio inter- 
view: Tt takes yon years to get 
export business, and you can 
lose that busness in two or three 
minutes." 

He added: This involves a 
progressive and significant loss 
of jobs, both made the steel in- 
dustry and, I believe, also inside 

TTg Tnanufamiring " 

The MPC is dae to meet on 
9 ApriL It has been split since 
January over whether or not to 
raise rates, with the published 
minutes showing the vote di- 
vided four-four in February. - 
Eddie George, the Governor of 
the Bank of England, used his 


casting vote to leave interest 
rates unchanged. 

Ironically, new figures yes- 
terday tended to support the 
doves. The number of people 
riarmTno T^g f TTptry mi^ni benefit 
fell by 13,700 in February to the 
lowest since July 1980. Although 
it was the 24th consecutive fall, 
the pace of decline has clearly 
slowed in the past three months 

In addition, the underlying 
growth of average earnings in 
the year to January was lower 
than expected at 43 per cent, the 
same as December. An initial 
estimate showing an increase in 
November and December was 
revised down. 

The Office for National Sta- 
tistics said the actual difference 
was exaggerated by rounding, 
and earning s growth had been 
stable for four months. Hawk- 
ish economists argue that pay 
deals, especially in the private 
sector, are as high as they can 
be if the Bank is to meet the in- 
flation target. 

Mr Brown warned yesterday 
of the need for moderation in 
pay deals. He said: “The per- 
formance of the economy this 
year and next will to a large ex- 
tent depend on how people who 
bargain on wages respond.” 

Additional reassurance that 
the economy might be slowing 
as needed to keep infla tion on 
track came from separate fig- 
ures showing a 1.2 per cent fall 
in the volume of retail sales last 
month. 

But this followed a singe in 
January, thanks to price dis- 
counting in the new year sales. 
The underlying trend has 
changed little, with sales up 53 
per cent in the latest three 
months compared with a year 
earlier. 



High stakes: The casino industry is reeling from the news that it frees an extra tax bill of £20m. London gaming clubs will be particularly iffected 


Casino groups’ shares Nl reforms ‘should mean 
tumble over tax hike lower minimum wage’ 


By Andrew Yates 


TTie markets’ verdict since labour's victory 
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SHARES in casino groups tumbled 
yesterday as the market digested the 
shock decision by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Gordon Brawn, to increase 
gaming duty in the Budget 

Shares in London Chibs fell 35p to 
2325p and Capital Corporation slumped 
15p to 126p. Both companies will be par- 
ticularly badly affected by the tax hike 
due to their strong presence in the Lon- 
don casino market which wiU bear the 
brunt of the Budget changes. 

The casino industry faces an extra tax 
bill of £20m imthe year to April 1999, 
rising to £25m the year after. 

The two casino operators blasted the 
Chancellor s decision and pleaded with 
the Government to reassess the situa- 
tion. 

A statement released by Capital 
Corporation yesterday said- The com- 
pany deeply regrets this pumtiw tax mea- 
sure. Within a highly regulated industry 
the opportunities to pass on such a sub- 
stantial increase in taxes are extremely 
limited, and the proposed change is like- 
ly to undermine London's pre-eminent 
position in the casino market.” 

London dubs said the move would 
blow a £12m a year hole in its profits. 
Allan Goodenough, the chief executive 


of London Clubs, said: “I do not believe 
that it was the Chancellor’s intention to 
create a ‘London Clubs tax' and we shall 
therefore be pressing as strongly as 
possible to persuade the Government 
that this is a mistake and should be 
reversed” 

The Government announced on 
Tuesday that the lop rate of gaming duty 
payable on casinos’ gross gaming yield, 
which is the amount left over after gam- 
blers’ winnings, is to rise to 40 per cent 
from 333 per cent from 1 April The 
move will hit the larger casino operators 
hardest which tend to be sited in the cap- 
ital. Last year more than 80 percent of 
gaming duty was paid by 21 London casi- 
nos out of the total of 116 in the UK. 

Shares in other casino groups dipped 
yesterday. Stalds, which owns a number 
of casinos as well as hotels, gave up 23p 
to 1 18p and Ladbroke slipped 1.75p to 
336p. 

The industry, in conjunction with the 
British Casino Association, now in- 
tends to lobby the Government furiously 
over the next few weeks in an attempt 
to overturn the controversial decision. 

The Customs and Excise depart- 
ment stands to collect more than £100m 
a year from gaming duty after the tax 
hike. It is a severe blow to an industry 
which is worth more than £23bn a year. 


By Andrew Verity 


THE HEAD of the Government's tax and 
benefit review is urging the Government 
to bring in a low minimum wage, claim- 
ing it is justified by radical reforms of Na- 
tional Insurance adopted in Tuesday’s 
Budget- 

In a little-noticed paragraph in his re- 
port on modernising the tax and benefit 
system published this week, Martin Taylor 
said: *T believe [the reforms] considerably 
increase the attractions of offering and tak- 
ing low-paid work. 

“Combined with a low starting rale of 
income iax,~ this should so increase the fi- 
nancial attractiveness of low-paid jobs as 
to allow the minimum wage to be set at a 
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lower level than would otherwise he the 
case. I urge the Low Pay Commission to 
take this reform into account in their de- 
liberations." 

The report drew a lukewarm response 
from employee benefit experts who point- 
ed out that in many cases the reforms 
would lead to higher national insurance 
contributions (NICs) for low-payers. Un- 
der Mrlhylor’s reforms, an employer pay- 
ing £150 a week - a possibility under a 
national minimum wage - would contribute 
£8.42. That compares with £730 under the 
current system. 

John Whiting, an employee benefits ex- 
pert at Price Waterhouse, the accountan- 
cy firm, said: “There are a knot employers 
who, once they sit down and work out the 
numbers, arc going to find they are pay- 
ing more. Arguably, this is a step in the 
wrong direction.” 

According to the Institute of Fiscal 
Studies, higher employer NICs will some- 
times be offset by the abolition of the “en- 
try fee” for employee's NICfc. The entry 
fee requires employees to pay contribu- 
tions worth 2 per cent of all their wages 
when they cam just over £64. 

The reforms will boost employer con- 
tributions for high comets by approximately 
2 per cent - a tax rise which is expected to 
be passed on to employees. 

IFS verdict on NICs, page 27 
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£462,000 pay-off for Hanson’s 
( son angers shareholders 


‘ Bjr Andrew Yates 


2, ROBERT HANSON, already 
-l one of the most eligible bach- 
elors in Britain, has received a 
controversial £462,000 pay-off 
from the firm founded by his 
_ father Lord Hanson. Inducting 
! bonuses, salary and the coxn- 
I pensation pay out, Robert re- 
j ceived a total of £825,000. 

* The pay-out has incurred the 

wrath of shareholders. Several 
large institutions are unhappy 
that he is being compensated for 
the 18 months left on his con- 
tract, even though he left his po- 
sition of corporate development 

' director of his own accord to 
■ pursue interests at the Hanson 
. family’s private transport 
business. 

The package given to Robert 


Hanso n, who has been seen with 
a string of beautiful women on 
his arm over the last few years, 
was much higher than originally 
reported. It included 18 rncoths’ 
worth of benefits and bonuses 
as well as his basic salary of 
£220,000 a year. 

Lord Hanson also made 
more than £900,000 from the 
group in the 15 months to De- 
cember, including a £317,000 
profit on the sale of share op- 
tions. The figures were ' dis- 
closed in the company’s annual 
report. 

Robert followed in his fa- 
ther’s footsteps by announcing 
his resignation from Hanson last 
year, ending the family's asso- 
ciatioo with the group. Their 
exit came in the wake of the 
break-up of the £10bn Hanson 


empire. The Hanson group has 
been turned from a sprawling 
conglomerate to a pure build- 
ing materials group. 

Hanson is now chaired by 
Christopher Collins, who is 
married to the niece of Lord 
Hanson. Mr Collins endorsed to 
the payments to Robert Hanson 
at the time of Iris departure. 

The company claims that 
Robert Hanson was entitled to 
the pay-off as Ms role w^s ma- 
terially changed after the com- 
pany was demerged from the 
Energy Group. Hanson said 
yesterday the group no longer 
needed a corporate develop- 
ment director as it was now con- 
centrating on finding smaller, 
bolt-on acquisitions. 

Robert Hanson has not been 
replaced and his job is now be- 


ing performed by Andrew Dou- 
gaL the group's chief executive. 

The money will help Robert 
Hanson fund his hectic social tifet 
Never far from the gossip 
columns, Robert Hanson has 
been romantically linked with So- 
pArie Aodertoa who is famous for 
modelling lingerie and “It-giris" 
such as Thra Pahner-Tbrnkhison 
and Normandy Keith. 

Hanson’s annual report pub- 
lished yesterday also revealed 
that Brian He flings, a former fi- 
nance director, received com- 
pensation of £430,000 last year. 
Mr Hellings was appointed to 
help out the finance depart- 
ment after stepping down as a 
director of the group. However 
his role was also downgraded af- 
ter the demerger. 

Outlook, page 25 


Wickes directors 
double their money 


By Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


TWo directors of Wickes, the re- 
covering DIY retailer, received 
bonuses of almost £500,000 be- 
tween them last year, almost dou- 
bting their salary in both cases. 

Bill Grimsey, who was pro- 
moted to chief executive in 
1996 after the company dis- 
covered a back hole in its ac- 
counts, received a bonus of 
£248,000. This took his total re- 
muneration last year to 
£511.000. Bill Hoskins, finance 
director, received a £200,000 
bonus, taking his total pay to 
£449,000. 

Tbe company said the bonus- 
es were pecfannance-related, al- 
though no method of calculation 
was detailed in the accounts. 

A spokesman for Wickes said 
the bonuses were justified given 


the recovery of tbe company 
which was dose to collapse after 
the £50m black bole was dis- 
covered and Henry Sweetbaum 
departed as chief executive. 

“Tbe salary packages at 
Wickes are heavily perfor- 
mance-related and the directors’ 
success in achieving profits that 
few thought possible at the be- 
ginning of 1997 are reflected in 
the bonuses for that year. If they 
don’t succeed they get no bonus. 
Over the last year or so share- 
holders have seen the shares rise 
in value from around 130p to ap- 
proaching 300p.” They closed up 
3p yesterday at 2973p. 

The accounts, published yes- 
terday, also showed Mr Grim- 
sey was granted almost 400,000 
share options at 1753p. These 
are not exercisable for two 
years but are already worth 
£480,000. 


LDV and Daewoo to 
create 2,000 jobs 


By Michael Harrison 


THE GOVERNMENT will 
today announce financial sup- 
port for a £160m van plant to 
be built in Birmingham by LDV 
and Daewoo of Korea creating 
up to 2,000 jobs. 

Margaret Beckett, President 
of the Board of Hade, is expected 
to confirm that tbe Government 
will contribute around £23m- 
£28m of assistance to the joint 

venture, which intends to pro- 
duce 80,000 vans a year by 2005. 

Daewoo is expected to invest 
a similar amount and lake a 
minority shareholding in LDV. 
The chairman of Daewoo. 
Woo-choong Kim, plans to fly 
in for a formal signing ceremony 
next week. 

The investment is a feather 
in the cap for the UK a! a time 
when other Korean conglomer- 


ates arc cancelling investment 
plans in ihe wake of the down- 
turn in the .Asian economies. 

The new plant will produce 

40.000 LDV-budged vans and 
40. 0W > Daewoo-budged vans a 
year to replace the current 
LDV range of Pilot and Com n> 
vans. About 75 per cent of pro- 
duction will be exported. 

LDV produces 20,000 tans 
a year at present with a work- 
force of 1300 and is Britain's 
only remaining independent 
van maker. It was bought out by 
its management after the col- 
lapse ol' the Dutch truck and van 
group DAF. 

Daewoo plans to build 

150.000 of the same van range 
at a new plant in Poland. Dae- 
woo has invested £13lhn in a 
UK dealer network and has a 
technical design centre in Wor- 
thing, Sussex, employing 1.000. 
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ICL to press 
ahead with 
float despite 
contract delay 


By Michael Harrison 

ICL, the information technolo- 
gy company owned by Rijilsu of 
Japan, yesterday shrugged off de- 
lays on a £lbn contract to auto- 
mate the benefit payments 
system by confirming that it is to 
press ahead with a stock market 
flotation. 

Analysts estimate that the 
Dotation, scheduled to take place 
in 2000. could value ICL at be- 
tween £l-5bn and £2bn. The 
company returned 10 the black 
in 1997 after several years of 
heavy losses caused by its with- 
drawal from computer manu- 
facturing. 

Announcing a turnaround 
from operating losses of £6.6m 
in 19% to profits of £322>m last 
year, Keith Todd, ICLs chief ex- 
ecutive .said a flotation was 
“very definitely on”. 

But he said ICL need to in- 
crease its operating margins 
three-fold over the next two 
years, indicating that it expects 
to be making profits of about 
JElSOm on sales of £3bn by the 
millennium. 

Mr Todd also denied ICL had 
encountered problems with the 
State Benefit payments contract 
- the biggest IT scheme award- 
ed under the Government's Pri- 
vate Finance Initiative and ICEs 
biggest single project. 

The scheme, to automate 
benefit payments at 19,000 post 
offices by replacing payment 
books with smart cards, is run- 
ning two years behind the orig- 
inal timetable, ft was due to come 
on stream fully this year. How- 
ever, because ICL and its two 
clients, the Benefits Agency and 
the Bast Office, have decided 
more time is required to test the 
system, ii will not be ready until 
2000. 

Mr Todd rejected reports 


that the project was in danger erf 

collapse or that ICL Pathway, the 
subsidiary which is running the 
project, was in danger of being 
removed from the contract, al- 
though be confirmed that taikc 
had taken place with the two 
cheats. 

“The customer loves this pro- 
ject and the software is world 
class. I only have one problem 
and that is working through the 
number of international oppor- 
tunities we have to install this type 
of network. 

He said that both Denmark 
and Australia were interested 
while ICL would decide in the 
next three to four weeks whether 
to proceed with a major benefits 
automation project elsewhere 
in Europe. 

ICL has so far spent £125m 
in the contract and its total in- 
vestment is expected to reach 
around ffiOQm before its starts to 
earn significant revenues from 
2000 onwards. ICL receives a 
payment each time the card is 
used. There are 19 milli on ben- 
efit claimants carrying out a to- 
tal of some 890 million 
transactions each year. 

The company has estimated 
revenues from the contract at 
£lbn but its franchise expires in 
2005 at which time it will have to 
tender to renew the concession. 

Mr Ibdd said he was very con- 
fident ICL Pathway would meet 
its operational targets it had 
agreed with the Benefits Agency 
but refused to comment on 
whether frie terms of the contract 
were being renegotiated. 

However, John Bennett, the 
managing director of ICL Path- 
way, said that no changes in the 
contract or any possfljk: penalty 
payments for late defiveiy were 
being considered. "There are no 
changes at all The structure of the 
contract remains intact, "he said. 



Satellite 
group plans 
£|bn move 
to market 

By peter Thai Larsen 


Sun, sea and shares: Thomson Travel will entice investors with a package of benefits including discounts on a range of holidays 

Thomson Travel set to make £1 .5bn market debut 


By Andrew Yates 


THOMSON Havel, die UK's 
largest tour operator and own- 
er of Lunn Pbly travel agent 
chain, yesterday confirmed 
plans to come to fee stock mar- 
ket, in what would be the biggest 
flotation of the year so far. 

City analysts believe fee 
group win be valued at up to 
£l.Sbn.And to entice customers 
and private investors to buy 
shares in the group it plans to 
offer a package of benefits in- 
cluding discounts on a range of 
holidays. 

Thomson Corporation, the 
Canadian media giant, has fi- 
nally decided to hive off fee 


travel group after it became 
dear that it would have difficulty 
funding the ambitious expan- 
sion of both arms of its business. 

Thomson Havel plans to hit 
fee acquisition trail once it 
comes to the market It is eye- 
ing up targets throughout Con- 
tinental Europe where it will 
come head to head wife Air- 
tours, its arch-rival in fee UK, 
which has similar ambitions. 
The company is also keen to ex- 
pand its cruise operations. 

Paul Brett, chief executive of 
Thomson Travel, who has 
lobbied hard for the group’s in- 
dependence said yesterday: “I 
am very excited. The logic for 
this deal was inescapable. There 


would have been a competition 
for funds at Thomson.” 

Mr Brett and his fellow di- 
rectors are likely to buy shares 
in the new group and will be en- 
titled to a new long-term in- 
centive and bonus package. All 

of Thomson Havel’s 14,000 
employees will be able to pur- 
chase shares at a preferential 
price. 

Thomson also plans an ag- 
gressive push to win market 
share in fee UK by offering 
more family holidays. However 
it ruled out a large increase in 
capacity which lead to heavy dis- 
counting and brought fee in- 
dustry to its knees in 1995. 

Thomson Corporation is 
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Kingfisher beats 
expectations 


IT IS one of the ironies of fee City that 
attendances at companies’ results 
meetings are often in inverse propor- 
tion to the quality of financial perfor- 
mance. Two or three years ago, when 
Kingfisher was struggling, the Wool- 
worths and B&Q retailer bad to hold 
its meetings in a large conference hall 
to accommodate all the ambulance 
chasers. Now a small room is sufficient 
and only half a dozen turn up. 

None of this will bother Sir Geoff 
Mulcahy. Kingfisher's lugubrious chief 
executive who has worked wonders with 
this group, having almost lost his grip 
on it back in 1995. It is firing on all cylin- 
ders and fee share price has reached 
new highs. Having dipped to a low of 
3S9p in early 1995, the shares have been 
reaching skyward ever since and a 25 
per cent surge this year alone has taken 
them to a record high of l,0%p, up 59p 
yesterday. 

The reason is chat with each set of 
results and quarterly sales updates, an- 
alysts hare to keep upgrading forecasts. 
Yesterday's full-year figures were a case 
in point, exceeding all expectation'; wife 
a 34 per cent rise to £52U5m. 

Like-for-Iikc sales across the group 
were 83 per cent ahead of last year with 
BJi O leading the way wife a thumping 
12-ft per cent gain. Of course, if a DI Y 
retailer was not raking in it lost year, 
with rising house prices ami negative 
equity disappearing, then they never 
wifl. But B&Q has increased its market 
share from 17 to 19 per cent in a year 
and its Warehouse formal of larger 
stores are performing strongly. Wife 30 
outlets now, it plans a further seven this 
rear and secs scope for a total of 75. 

Wbohvorihs is working well wife the 
introduction of electronic point of 
sales helping margins, which rose from 
5-5 per cent to 63 per cent. Superdrug 
profits dipped due to investment in the 
portfolio and Darty is starting to see 
an improvement in the tough French 
electricals market. 

The key question with Kingfisher 
now is can Kingfisher continue its ter- 
rific run? Sir Geoff Mulcahy made a 
point of warning that the five hikes in 
interest rates could be affecting con- 
sumer confidence. Sates at Comet are 
starting to slow down and, as the 
company admits, it was electrical 
retailers that were lead indicators of the 
last recession. 

On increased forecasts of £572m, 
fee shares trade on a forward rating of 
19. The: s only in fine wife fee retail 


Kingfisher: At a glance 

Market value: £7.41x1, share price 10S8p (+59p) 
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sector and analysts are confident about 
prospects. But with a tougher year on 
fee high street ahead, this may look like 
the top in six months time. It could be 
time to lock in profits. 


Smiths profits 
from free cash 


SIR ROGER HURN\s track record at 
Smiths Industries is second to none. 
Under his stewardship, fee engineering 
group has prospered in industries that 
are far from sexy: aerospace, medical 
systems and industrial products. As Sir 
Roger turns his attention to the chair- 
manship of GEC, however, fee ques- 
tion iswbefeer Smiths can keep it going. 

Interim results for the six months 
to 31 January, released yesterday, 

showed no obvious weak points. De- 
spite a squeeze from sterling. Smiths 
produced a solid 1 i percent increase 


in pre-tax profits to £893m. That rise 
indudes a contribution from Graseby, 
the medical pumps business that 
Smiths bought last year for £13Gm. But 
the aerospace and industrial divisions 
also produced good organic growth. 
Only the medical side, which suffered 
from fee strong pound, lagged behind 
with a 3 per cent underlying rise. 

Can this last? Well, maybe. The key 
to Smiths' success is hs huge free cash 
flow, which it can use to finance invest- 
ment and acquisitions. Even after pay- 
ing for interest, tax, dividends ami 
capital spending, Smiths generated 
almost £34m of cash in the half year. 

A few douds have appeared on the 
long-term horizon, however. The first 
is the civil aerospace cycle, which is 
likely to brad down again in a fewyears’ 
time. Smiths says demand for defence 
aerospace wig more than m a k e up the 
shortfall, bat analysts wonder what will 
happen to margins. Another question 
is how long Smiths can cany on its 
three-pronged growth strategy before 


the divisions become too cumbersome 
and suitable acquisitions too hard to 
find. Smiths’ role in the restructuring 
of the European defence industry is 
another imponderable. 

On full-year profit forecasts of 
£22010, fee shares, up 23p to S74p, 
trade on a forward pfe ratio of 18, 
suggesting the market thinks Keith 
Butler-Wheelhouse, Sir Roger’s suc- 
cessor, will produce more of the same. 
He deserves fee benefit of the doubt, 
but only just For now, high enough. 

Holmes Place 
builds up gyms 

THE GYM is no longer just fee 
preserve of fee hulking weight lifter or 
the injured sports star. Health dubs are 
becomii^nxreasingfypc^KiJarwiththe 
average man or woman in fee street. 
Even fee odd financial journalist has 
occasionally been spotted on an 
exercise bike. 

The result has been an explosion in 
the health and fitness market wife new 
dubs springing up everywhere. Holmes 
Place is one of the new stock market 
stars that has cashed in on this rapid 
growth. There is a danger is that the 
industry will become oversup plied. 
But with fee market forecast to cany 
on growing by at least 10 per cent a year 
there should be plenty of room for op- 
erators like Holmes Place to expand. 

The group plans to accelerate its 
opening programme, setting iip about 
10 new dubs a year, which should be 
the mam driver of its growth. On top 
of that it has signed a deal with Regal 
Hotels to add up to 25 gyms over the 
next few years throughout its chain and 
is looking to grow in Europe. 

Holmes Place share price has 
powered ahead since it floated last 
November at 128p. Yesterday it 
jumped another Up to 287p as it 
announced that profits more than 
doubled to £5.4m last year. Analysts 
forecast ament-year profits rising to 
£6.8m. Even then, the shares trade on 
a prospective pfe of more than 30 times. 
However, this is not just a short-term 
profits story. Earnings growth wig be 
slowed by rapid openings and a new, 
half a million pound advertising 
campaign. 

The real potential lies over fee 
medium term as dub membership 
rises and rts heavy investment pro- 
gramme begins to pay off. On its 
current rate of expansion Holmes 
Place will probably triple its sire by 
2000. The shares are still good value- 


selling fee whole travel group 
but fee Thomson family are 
keen to retain their involvement 
and are expected to buy np to 
20 per cent of Thomson TraveL 
Thomson Corporation is ex- 
pected to use the sale proceeds 
to continue its conversion from 
a newspaper company into a 
publisher of specialist financial 
information. Hue decision to 
float fee. group has also been 
prompted by the result of the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission investigation into the in- 
dustry which left travel groups 
virtually unscathed 

Thomson Havel is also pay- 
ing £I25m to Its Canadian par- 
ent to take control of 


Fritidsresor, the troubled Scan- 
dinavian holiday group Nordic- 
region holiday company. 

Thomson Havel is a market 
leader in fee UK travel industry. 
Its tour operating arm served 3.7 
millio n customers last year, ac- 
counting for more than a fifth of 
fee £7bn package holiday mar- 
ket. As well as ownmg almost 800 
Lunn Poly shops the group owns 
B ritannia Airways, fee UK’s 
largest charter airline and Hol- 
iday Cottages, fee biggest holi- 
day cottage supplier. 

Thomson announced a rise 
in pre-tax profits to £1 12.4m 
from £81.9m, thanks to fee 
buoyant holiday industry and 
fee strong pound. 


INMARSAT, the international 
satellite group in which British 
Tfelecom holds a significant 
stake, is preparing a £lbn flota- 
tion within the next two years 
after its owners cleared a re- ^ 
Structuring which will turn fee w 
group into conventional com- 

PaX Mote than 81 countries have 
a stake in Inmarsat, mostly 
through their national telecom 
companies. The group, which 
was originally set up to provide 
distressed sailors with a way of 
signalling for help, has nine 
satellites stationed in space al- 
lowing it to provide one of fee 
only truly global networks for 
mobile communications. 

However, Inmarsat’s co-op- 
erative structure means it is ill- 
equipped to raise the new 
investment it needs to upgrade 
its network. The group needs to 
raise $2-5bn (£l-5bn) to buy and ® 
launch five new satellites which 
will support Horizon, a new su- 
perfast data communications 
service which will allow com- 
puter users to access fee inter- 
net from anywhere in the world, 
and will be on fee market from 
2002. 

Major shareholders such as 
BX which owns 8 per cent of the 
company, had threatened to 
refuse further investment if the 
company did not change its 
structure. 

If the change is approved by 
Inmarsat’s Assembly next 
month, it will become a con- 
ventional company. For fee 
first year, shareholders will be 
allowed to buy shares from*-, 
each other. Inmarsat is also ex- 
peeled to invite equipment sup- 
pliers to take equity stakes. 
The company has fee power to 
Issue up to S5O0m in new 
shares. 

Subsequently, new investors 
will be allowed in before the 
company is floated - probably 
in New York and London. The 
flotation could bring a windfall 
worth several hundreds of mil- 
lions of pounds for BT 

— 1 


Dutch bank 
gives boost 
to City 
job prospects 


By Lea. Paterson 


A DUTCH investment bank 
gave a mixiHieeded boost to em- 
ployment prospects in the City of 
Londcn yesterday by hiring 12 eq- 
uity staff - including eight from 
UBS - and saying it would take 
on up to an extra 75 by the end 
of the year. 

Rabobank said the eight ex- 
UBS employees included Paul 
Deslandes, the former head of 
European equity trading at UBS, 
and Paul Simpson, an employee 
inUBS’fc equity arbitrage tfivisioa 
MrDedandes is to be global head 
of equity trading at Rabobank 
and Mr Simpson is to be head of 
equity arbitrage. Both will report 
to Marcus Grubb, global bead of 
equities at the bank. 

The bank said U was trying to 
buSda’^eseaidt-driven" equities 
business. The Dutch bank is the 
latest investment bank to try 


in the City, mdudmg the merg- 
er of UBS and SBC, the sale of 
the equities divisions of both 
NatWfesi and Barclays, and, most 
recently, the proposed restrucnzre 
at Chase Manhattan, the US in- 
vestment bank. 

Commerzbank, a leading 
German bank, and Donaldson 
Lufkin & Jeurette, a US bank, 
have both recently said they in- 
tended to reanit hundreds of eq^ 
□ity staff in the Qty. 

Earlier this week, both 
NatWsst Markets and Panmure 
Gordon said they bad snapped np 

sometop UBS equity specialists. 
NaiWest Markets - whose equi- 
ty team will soon transfer to 
Bankets Trust - has hired nine 
fotmer UBS staEPanmuie Gor- 
don has hired a further 11 

The other UBS staff hired by 
Rabobank are Michari Wife and 
Simon Mills -who will both be 
directors of pan-European trad- 
ing- together wife John Dow, S- 
mqn Spence, Mark Ayres and 
Danyl Wffioughby. 

Rabobank has also hired Paul 
Hammond, who was a head of 
UK equities at Morgan Stanley, 
Max^fellby and Chrs Lee from 
BZV^ the former investment 
ba nk i n g arm of Barclays, and 
.Charles Giessen of Salomon 
Smith Barney. 


Bridge pays $5I0m for 
Dow Jones Markets 

DOW Jones & Co has agreed to sell its unprofitable financial 
information unit, Dow Jones Markets - formerly known as 
Tblerate- to Bridge Information Systems for 3510m (£3 10m) 
in cash and stock. Under the agreement, Bridge will pay $360m 
in cash and $150m in five-year, convertible preferred stock. 
Wife the sale, Dow Jones sheds a money-losing unit that led 
it to take a $922J>m charge in fee fourth quarter to write down 
the value of its initial $l-6bn purchase of Telerate. 

Nikon invests £3m in UK 

NIKON, the Japanese corporation, is to invest £3m in a new 
laboratory in Milton Keynes - its first venture in the UK. The 
ophthalmic lens facility is expected to generate 30 jobs ini- 
tially and will serve European demand for its lenses. Nikon 
said the move would complete its global plans for produc- 
tion facilities in Japan, North America and Europe. 

Kwik Save deal to go ahead 

THE PLANNED £L3bn merger of supermarket groups Somer- 
fieW and Kwik Saws was given fee go-ahead by the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry yesterday. Margaret Beckett, fee 
Hade and Industry Secretary, said she had decided not to re- 
fer the merger to fee Monopolies and Mergers Co mmissio n. 
The merged group would have around 7 per cent of fee UK 
market, compared with market leader Thsco’s near 17 per cent. 

EU approval for HIV drug 

GLAXO Wellcome, the drugs giant, has been given approval 
by the European Gmmissioo to market Combivir in all 15 coun- 
tries in the European Union. Combivir is used for fee manage- 
ment of HIV infection. It combined two anti-retraviral drucs in 
a }*"-»- *-*•*-» — *—*■ — *. — . .... . ~ 


Profits rise at P&O venture 

P&O Nedlloyd, fee container shipper, yesterday said pros- 
pects for 1998 and 1999 were good but warned fee conse- 
quencesof fee Asian crisis remained uncertain. The year-old 
An^o-Dutch joint venture said 1997 profits before interest, 
and tax were $73m (£442m) compared with pro 
forma 1996 pre-tax profits of $ 19m. p 
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a Tory Chancellor 



OUTLOOK 


ON THE 
CHANCELLOR’S 
BUDGET STRATEGY. 
THE IDEA OF A 
GOVERNMENT STAKE 
IN RAILTRACK, AND 
THE PAY-OFF TO 
ROBERT HANSON 


Brown is 


SO YOU thought Gordon Brown was a 
Tcay, did you? Think again According to 
the Institute for Fiscal Studies, the mea- 
sures introduced in the two Budgets since 
the election amount to the biggest redis- 
tribution from rich to poor for decades. 

You’d be forgiven for not having no- 
ticed. The pain has been so well and dev- 
eriy spread that it has barely been felt. 
Furthermore, the numbers are not la rge 
The bottom half of earners have gawyd 
between a half and three per cent of their 
income, while the top half have lost just 
03 per cent of theirs. The figures also ig- 
nore the fact that the income of high earn- 
ers is growing at a much faster rate than 
that of the low paid, so that the gap be- 
tween rich and poor continues to widen 
notwithstanding anything the Government 
has done to correct it 

Even so, some redistribution has been 
achieved. It is what Labour Governments 
are supposed to be fbr,and the reality is that 
Mr Brown has already gone some of the c5s- 
tance, despite impressions to the contrary. 

Mr Krown might appear to be the best Tbiy 
Chancellor since the war, bat underneath 
it alt, he’s Labour through &nd through. 

Bart of the deveraess of Mr Brown’s ap- 
proach is that there’s so little in it the bet- 
ter off can fundamentally disagree with. 
Nobody can object too much to the costs 
of a package of measures to help the poor 
if the intention is to make work pay. What’s 
more, when this is balanced with progres- 
sive measures to help business and enter- 
pise, to complain looks more churlish stilL 
Certainly, there has been some grumbling. 


not such 


most' loudly with the Government’s attack 
od pension savings through the abolition 
of tax credits on dividends, but nearly every- 
thing the Chancellor has done has so for 
paid off, politically and economically. 

As the same time, it has been impos- 
sible to fault the Chancellor on macro-eco- 
nomic policy. The borrowing requirement 
has come down faster than expected, and 
spending control has been tighter than any- 
body imagined possible. Those who carp 
that this week’s Budget was not tough 
enough are simply posturing. They would 
be whingeing about the rising tax burden 
had it been any tighter. 

If there is a doud on ibe horizon, it is 
die strength of the pound. The irony here 
is that Mr Brown handed the reins over 
to the Bank of England to take the poli- 
tics out of interest ram deaskms and make 
sure that if there were tough choices, they 
would be taken. But who can doubt on his 
present showing that the Chancellor would 
have raised rates farther and foster if it had 
been left to him rather than the timorous 
doves on the Monetary Pblicy Committee? 

Lowr interest rates migit take the beat 
out of tiie pound but given how much of 
the present monetary tightening in the 
economy is itself down to the strength of 
sterling, that could prove very much a dou- 
ble edged sword. Tbe effect would be dou- 
biy inflationary. Alternatively, an 
immediate sharp increase in rates along 
with a statement, like the one tbe MPC 
Bsued in August, saying there was no more 
inclination to tighten, might send sterling 
lower, such is die psychology of markets. 


Strangely, then, the one big question 
mark hanging over Mr Brown’s first in- 
ning s is not one directly of his own mak- 
ing. There’s already been a considerable 
fiscal tightening under Mr Brown; mon- 
etary policy has to be allowed to do the 
rest in the fight against inflation. With tbe 
public finances in good shape, the stock 
market at another record high and a start 
made on necessary microeconomic re- 
forms, tbe Chancellor can afford to ignore 
tiie few posr-Budget grumbles there are. 

Committee heads 
off the rails 

WHILE Gordon Brown has proved he can 
wear tbe hair shirt of austerity as well as 
anyTbry Chancellor, tbe Conservatives arc 
demonstrating that they loo arc not averse 
to stealing the dothes that were once worn 
only on the left of the People’s Party. 

One of the (unanimous) recommen- 
dations yesterday from tbe Commons 
Transport Select Committee, which in- 
cludes a bevy of Conservative members, 
is that the Government should consider 
taking an equity stake in RaHtrack, the 
owner of the nation's privatised rail- 
roads, signalling and stations. 

Finished rubbing the disbelief from 
your eyes? Quite right, the last politician 
to air this harebrained idea was Clare 
Short when sbe was shatfow Transport Sec- 
retary. Clare's idea was that once in 
power Labour would reassert some form 
of state influence over the railways by con- 


verting the huge public subsidies the net- 
work receives into equity. ’Sort of like a 
dsguised rights issue with the Government 
emerging as an important minority 
shareholder. 

It was one of the reasons that the last 
government ended op getting such a 
lousy price for Rail track and why the 
shares have since almost tripled in value. 
Investors panicked at tbe prospect of a 
Labour victory and drove the flotation 
price down. What on earth arc they to 
make now of a similar proposition re- 
ceiving all-party support? Ms Short nev- 
er really explained how the Government 
or the taxpayer would benefit from tak- 
ing an equity stake in Rail track and nor 
docs the Seiwt Committee. 

But the idea that investment decisions 
might in some way be second guessed by 
politicians or that the dead hand of 
Whitehall should be allowed to dictate tbe 
development of the railways should fill in- 
vestors with dread. The Select Commit- 
tee ought to know better and its madcap 
idea should to be slopped in its tracks be- 
fore it gathers any momentum. 

Leaving bad blood 
with investors 

NICE to sec that good corporate gover- 
nance lives on at Hanson PLC, the build- 
ing materials group demerged a few 
years back from the conglomerate of the 
same name. 

This was the bit of Hanson which fa- 


after all 


tber James and son Robert decided to 
their home after the conglomerate 
split into four. Both of them left at 
Christmas. Lord Hanson simply retired 
while his son Robert resigned “voluntar- 
ily” so as to run his father's privately owned 
transport business in tbe North EasL 

There’s nothing wrong as such with suc- 
cessful industrialists wanting their sons to 
follow in their footsteps, though as a point 
of principle institutional investors invari- 
able object to the creation of business dy- 
nasties and it was always a hit or a 
mvstery as to what the young Robert re- 
ally did round there. 

But what could justify a payoff of nearly 
£500,000? After all, he was supposed to 
have gone “voluntarily" and he would nev- 
er have been there at all but for his fa- 
ther. Tbe same goes for the present 
Hanson chairman. Christopher Collins, 
who himself managed to hitch his wagon 
to the Hanson caravan some years bock 
by marrying the good Lord’s niece. 

When asked last November about 
Robert’s impending departure, Mr Collins 
said the young lad could expert some com- 
pensation since he had once been corpo- 
rate development director of a JElObn 
conglomerate but that role had been re- 
duced by the demerger to the same job 
in “a focused building materials company*'. 
Poor mite. Nobody thought he meant half 
a mil, though. Wc can only assume that 
to justify such a sum he must have made 
some great awe inspiring contribution to 
corporate development. But then again, 
perhaps it was just leaving. 


BT signs deal with China Telecom 


Smiths Industries to supply 
cockpit electronics to Airbus 


By Michael Harri s on 


jp BRITISH TELECOM has taken 
r its fost step into the Chinese mar- 


com tap into the expansion 

nf the Chinese lelffnms m a il ce t- 

Mr Ligm said: “China Tfele- 
com is very keen to develop 


economic development and it is 
important we widely co-operate 
with leading carriers such as BT" 
Initially, the agreement will 


It opened an office in Peking 
just over a year ago and has been 
looking at ways to enter the Chi- 
nese telecoms market, which is 
growing at a rate of 10 million 
new lines a year. This is the equiv- 
alent of BTs domestic network 
growing by half every 12 months. 


Last June C&W sold a 53 
per cent stake in Hongkong 
Telecom to China Telecom for 
£726m, reducing its majority 
shareholding to 543 per cenL 
At tiie time C&W said tiie deal 
would provide opportunities 
for it to co-operate with China 
Tblecom in the Chinese market. 
It also held out the possibility 
of a further reduction in its 
shareholding in Hongkong THe- 
com to bring the C&W and 
China Tfelecom stakes into line. 

Reacting to the agreement 
between China Telecom and 
BT a C&W spokesman said: 
“We are pleased with our rela- 
tionships in China and we are 
confident that C&W and Hong- 
kong Telecom wiQ have big roles 
to play in this huge market." 


By Peter Thai Larsen 


SMITHS Industries, the engi- 
neering group, has made a ma- 
jor breakthrough by agreeing a 
deal to supply its flight man- 
agement systems to Airbus, the 
European planemaker. 

The company yesterday an- 
nounced that Sextant Avion- 
ique. the state-owned French 
electronics group which is a ma- 
jor supplier to Airbus, will in- 
clude Smiths' technology in its 
electronics for the cockpit. 

The deal allows Sextant to go 
head to head with Honeywell, 
a rival US supplier, on cockpit 
systems for the Airbus. Smiths 
already supplies a similarflight 


management to several models 
of Boeing. 

Smiths would not disclose 
the financial details of the 
agreement, which is unlikely to 
start contributing to its profits 
until deliveries start until 2002. 
But Sir Roger Hum, Smiths* 
chairman, said the deal was 
“qualitative rather than quan- 
titative" for the company be- 
cause it gives Smiths a good 
chance to expand the amount 
of work it does for Airbus. Sir 
Roger said neither Boeing nor 
Airbus bad resisted the com- 
pany supplying parts to both air- 
craft manufacturers. 

Smiths* system will be espe- 
cially important to Sextant in the 


US market, where Boeing 
dominates hut where Airbus is 
making rapid strides. By being 
able to offer the same system 
which pilots are already used to. 
Sextant staryis a good chance of 
winning in the battle with 
Honeywell. 

Buyers of Airbus aircraft 
can currently choose either 
supplier to fit out the cockpits, 
but until recently Sextant has 
been hampered by its inability 
to offer a full range of equip- 
menL 

The news came as Smiths an- 
nounced that profits for the six 
months to 31 January increased 
by 11 per cent to £893m. 

Investment column, page 24 


ket, potentially one of the biggest strong links with BT A modern be limited to training and ex- 
in the world, by signing a mem- and strong tdeconnininications change of technologies but BT 
orandum of understanding Infrastructure - is an essential executives beGeve it could be the 
(MoU) with the state-owned element to China’s future start of a much bigger alliance, 
operator Qima Ibfecom. 

The agreement, signed on 
TUesday by Sir Iain WLaoce, the 
BT chairman, and Zhang TJgiri, 
the director general of China 

Tblecom, provides for the two MICROSOFT and British TUecnm yesterday tenet, allowing them access to the internet from 
companies to swap technology linked op for tbe first time when WebT^ tbe Mi- their televisions. TObTVis hoping tbe trial, which 
and examine business oppor- crosoft subsidiary which specialises in provid- frw ronartu, wilt gh»» it an Mm 

turn ties. ing internet over the television, chose BTs of how British consumers wiB late to the system. 

Tbe MoU brings BT into internet business to support atrial of WebTV WebTV has proved popular in the US, where 
competition with Gable & Wire- in tiie UK, writes Peter Thai Larsen. 300,000 viewers are connected to the service. Be- 

less, its UK rival, which hopes Scwrri h mMredgTcnstoinmwiBlie fairishr d . cause the set-top boxes onfy cost a few hundred 
to use its presence inHongKoog with a settop box, maimfartnred by Pace Milan doflais, the systems a rebuivefy cheap way to con- 
to forge links with China Tbte- TbctaaobgyaiidSi^andaoaiiiiectioato BTJfo- nect to the internet. 


Microsoft picks UK partner for trial of WebTV 
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Clare Spottiswoode hails opening of domestic gas markets 



Mor« than 4 million customers were expected to 
transfer to a new gas supplier as tiie market folly opens 
to competition, Clare Spottiswoode (above), the gas 
regulator, said yesterday. 

Ms Spottiswoode, director general of Ofgas, said 
competition in gas supply, which enables domestic 
consumers to choose which company supplies their gas, b 


• A 


-to reach London in May and is already breaking records. 

“So far around 73 million people ... can choose their 
gas supplier and already around 13 million - almost one 
in five - are choosing to switch. 

“By comparison, only one In 10 telephone subscribers 
have switched away from British Telecom,” she added. 

Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


Kingfisher expands Music Video 
Ghib in challenge to WH Smith 


By Nigel-Cope 

City Correspondent 

KINGFISHER, the B&Q and 

' Wjalworths retailer, is expand- 

ing its Musk Video Qub (MVQ 
chain in a move that could see 
it move Into territory tradil- 
tonally occupied by WH Smith. 
~ MVC has 47 shops spedal- 

. ismg in setting entertainment 

products to older, “lapsed” mu- 
sic buyers who find superstores 
• such’ as HMV and Virgin too 
i toudaurijmtaridatingp A further 
' 30 branches wfll open this year- 
L. -Kmjjgsher is also adding a 
' 7,000 books to its 



Hampshire, in atrial that could 
?»kr> have implications for WH 
Smith if extended to the whole 
portfolio. 

MVC has signed up 23 mil- 
lion members to its chib card 
which bestows discounts on 

purchases. Tbe database will be 

used for marketing purposes. 
Kingfisher said it had not de- 
liberately targeted Smiths but 
admitted that it could benefit 
from Smiths’ decision that mu- 
sk was no longer a core activity. 

The anno uncements came as 
Kingfisher unveiled record re- 
sults for last year. Profits soared 
by 34 per cent Jo £52Q3m, _ 


in profits at B&Q, the DIY busi- 
ness and good performances 
' from Woohvorths and Comet 

Kingfisher shares soared 59p 
to a new high of L037p-_ The 
company is now proposing a 
two-for-ooe share split to im- 
prove liquidity. 

Sir Geoff Mukahy, chief ex- 
ecutive, said the group was well 
placed to build on its good past 
performance. However, be did 
warn-of a potential consumer 
slowdown: “There are signs that 
tbe five hikes in interest rates 
could be affecting consumer 
confidence.*’ Sales growth at 
Comet has slowed a little in ro- 


Sir Geoff announced further 
trials in home shopping. Wool- 
worths tested a Christmas cat- 
alogue in some stores last year 
and k planning another mail out 
in spring. A “back to school" 
catalogue wfll be launched in the 
summer. At B&Q, it has set up 
a centre call centre for kitchen 
sales. Sir Geoff said Asia was a 
possible area of future expan- 
sion. Its two branches of B&Q 
in Thiwan are trading wefl. 

In Europe, the group could 
afford an acquisition of up to 
£lbm he said, but added that 
nothing was on tbe agenda at 
the moment 
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Budget boosts Footsie past 5,900 barrier 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


EQUITIES enjoyed a Budget 
boom with Footsie crossing the 
5,900 points barrier for the first 
time. 

A surprise slowdown in 
average earnings and the 
expected retail sales fall com- 
bined to alleviate higher in- 
terest rate fears, leaving the 
stock market free to feast on 
what has been described as a 
"pro-market" Budget 

New York's overnight 
strength and its steady display 
during London hours were 
other influences. 

Footsie ended the session 
at its best level, up 68.7 to a 
5,903.6 peak. At the start of the 
year it was 5,135.5. The mid 
and Small Cap indices also 
reached new highs. 

But it was not joy for every- 
one. Tougher gaming tax en- 
sured the chips were down for 
casinos. They were among the 
Budget losers. London Clubs 
International spun 35p lower 
to 232Jp and Capital Corpo- 
ration lost 15p to 126p. Lad- 
broke. the subject of extensive 


speculation over a posable 
hotel deal on Budget day, 
shaded 1.75p to 336p and 
Stakis surrendered Z5p to 

118p. 

Oils were also hit as the 
Government threatened to 
reshape the North Sea tax 
regime. Enterprise Oil fell 
R5p to 521p and Lasmo 
4.75p to 2£7p. Shell gave up 
6p to 416 Jp but British Pe- 
troleum shrogged off an early 

fall to end 9p higher at 82L5p. 

Granada, the leisure 
group, was among those clos- 
ing at a high - up iJSp to 994p. 
There was talk of more dis- 
posals with some suggesting 
announcements were immi- 
nent. Travelodge, the 160 
chain of budget hotels, was one 

division said to be likely to go 
and there was growing specu- 
lation the group's effective 
control of the Savoy Hotel 
chain will end soon with a US 
chain moving in. 

Kingfisher, on results, 
bounded 59p to 1.096p. It is 
also a beneficiary of the na- 


tional insurance changes 
which helped the likes of 
Rank, up 18-25p at 378p, and 
Asda, 6p to 2G0.75p. 

Wassail, one of the few re- 
maining conglomerates, tum- 
bled 39p to 328 Jp after 
disclosing its intention to be- 
come a leveraged buyout 
group. It said its major insti- 
tutions supported such a move 
but there was widespread un- 
rest in the market. Chief ex- 
ecutive Chris Miller said the 
change was an innovative way 

for conglomerates to tackle the 
underperformance of their 
shares. 

Transport companies con- 
tinued to advance on the fuel 
rebates for bus operators. Na- 
tional Express, figures today, 
improved 22p to 824 Jp. 

Unigate, the dairy group, 
added 10.5p to 700p after a 
positive investment dinner 
hosted by Henderson Crosth- 
waite at London’s Ritz Hotel. 
Haztewood Foods hardened 2p 
to 188p ahead of an analysts’ 
visit today. 


National Power went 7p 
higher to 589.5p as Salomon 
Smith Barney lifted its target 
price to l,175p and Diageo 
held at 684p after Morgan 
Stanley suggested 750p which 
was topped by a Goldman 
Sachs 775p forecast. 

British Vita, the chemical 
group, improved 10-5p to 
275 ip after Credit Lyonnais 
Laing support- 


Share spotlight 

share price, pence 

10W ‘| Granada]' 

950 



Grosvenor Inns, up 3p to 
247.5p, enjoyed a Merrill 
Lynch endorsement. The for 
vestment house accompanied 
its buy advice with profit esti- 
mates of £1.9m for this year, 
£2£m for next and then £4^m- 
EapcctatidDS of more tele- 
com consolidation gave BT a 
12 J>plift to 637 Jp but Cable 
& Wireless eased 6p to 710p 
and Colt Telecom 8Qp to 
1350p. . 

Financials were back in 

form. Legal & General added 

34.5p to 718p and Bank of 

Scotland's impressive run con- 
tinned with a 26 Jp gain to 
730p. Rea Brothers, a small 
merchant bank, rose 7*5p to 
62L5p after nearly doubled 
profits and an upbeat state- 
ment 

Wolsetey, the building ma- 
terials group, remained under 
the whip of its disappointing 
interim results, felling a further 

16.5p to 435p. 

football scorelines had an 
impact Aston Villa’s Euro 
cup defeat pushed the shares 


down 27 Jp to 632-5? but 

Sheffield Utd’s surprise FA 
Cup success prompted a 7p 
gam tO 43i5p. 

1\vo newcomers got to 
good starts. Hartford arrived 
on AIM. It is a clothing im- 
porter with a hospitality side. 
Mike Edelsoru a Manchester 
Utd director who master- 
minded the reverse takeover 
by Conrad of Sheffield Utd. 
and then floated Prestbury, 
now a Nick Lesbm vehicle, is 
behind what would appear to 
be an acquisitive venture. He 
has 27 per cent- The shares 
were placed at 2p and dosed 
at 2.75p. , 

On Ofex it was the turn of 
jK-Bar, a company running 
four Iate-ni£bt dri nkin g 
venues, including one which 
opened this month in Lon- 
don’s Wardour Street. The 
shares were placed at lOp and 

dosed at lS_5p- 

Claremont Garments re- 
covered 8.5 p to 60p after a 
Budget Day profits warning 
cut the shares 43p. 


TAKJ N G STOCK 

dimbwllpto^ie 
peak^U-’Sp-S-®^ 
ms said to be behind tbe . 
advance. ^ 

Hie group is known to be 

been to extend its airport 
ope^tkHisvrMchcinTently 

embrace only Manston in 

Kent . 

It is hoping to dmen 
4^.1 g to run around half-a- 
dozen continental airports 

and is keen on operating m *. 

the US. 

Hanover International, the 

bold diain wbicb is though* 

to have attracted the atten- 
tion of Jarvis Hotels, held at 

1433P- „ . 

Stockbroker Grog 
Middleton expect profits to 
climb from £L95m to £33m 

tibia year and then goto 
f4 in. It puts assets at 219p 
a share. 

Radstone Technology fell 
to 4&5p- It expects a loss, the 
third in a row Tbe company 
is raising £2.1m through 
a rights issue and placing 
at 40p. 
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How Brown has taken from 
the rich to give to the poor 


JULIAN 
MCRAE 
*AND JAYNE 
TAYLOR 
ON THE 
CHANCELLOR’S 
TAX AND 
BENEFIT 
REFORMS 


TUESDAY’S Budget marked 
a clear shift in the direction of 
tax and benefit policy. First, 
Gordon Brown, the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, decided 
to redistribute income, against 
the trend of previous Budgets, 
from the rich to the poor. 

On average, the poorest 
half of the population will be' 
better off when aO the Budget - 
measures are implemented, 
while the richest half are go- 
ing to see their wx^ imw; fa fl . 
And second, Mr Brown got 
down to the nitty-gritty of tax 
and benefit reform in a way not 
seen to this extent since Nigel 
Lawson left Number 11. 

Perhaps the best Ohstxation 
of these two trends was the 
changes announced to 
National Insurance* Like Nigel 
Lawson in the 1980s, Mr 
Brown used the Budget to 
remove some of the distortions 
from the system, in an attempt 
to enhance the operation of 
the much heralded flexible 
labour market. And, also like 
Lord Lawson, the current 
Chancellor took the opportu- 
nity to engage in some redis- 
tribution of the burden of 
National Insurance. 

The remaining distortions 
in National Insurance arise 
primarily from the “entry fee” 
that becomes payable on all 
earnings once the lower earn- 
ings limit (currently £62 per 
week) is reached. 

This is clearly Illustrated by 
the example of an individual 
whose weekly earnings in- 
crease from £61.99 to the £62 
lower earnings limit Someone 
earning £61.99 pays no na- 
tional insurance. 

If their earnings increase by 
lp, they have to pay employee 
contributions at a rate of 2per 
cent on all their earnings, gen- 
erating an employee NIC lia- 
bility of £1.24. At the same 
time their employer starts pay- 
ing contributions at a rate of 
3 per cent (or £1.86). 

So, as a consequence of this 
. entry fee, alp rise in earnings . 
[leads to an increase in total na- " 
tional insurance contributions 
of £3.10. 
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For employers, the nation- 
al insurance system introduces 
even more distortions with 
further discrete “jumps" where 
a higher rate of national in- 
surance becomes payable on all 
earnings as earnings rise. The 
top rate of employer national 
insurance contributions is cur- 
rently 10 per cent 

Why should the operation 
of the current system be of con- 
cern to the Government? The 
reason is easily illustrated by 
looking at the graph. 

It is evident that, for the 
most part, the distribution of 
weekly earnings in the UK is 
relatively smooth, the excep- 
tion being the distinct spike 
just below the £62 lower earn- 
ings limit. 

This is proof positive that 
the current system of NICs is 
encouraging wage “cluster- 
ing" at these low earnings lev- 


els, hardly in keeping with 
this or the last government’s 
well-publicised objective of a 
flexible labour market. 

In order to address this 
problem, Mr Brown removed 
the “entry fee” from both em- 
ployers and employees. In ad- 
dition, he announced that 
employer contributions would 
not start until earnings reached 
£81 per week. 

The removal of the em- 
ployee entry fee cost the Chan- 
cellor just overflbn. However, 
he funded the reductions in 
employer NICs by introducing 
a single rate of 122 per cent 
on earnings over £81. 

This rate is Higher than the 
current top rate of 10 per cent 
and as a result for people 
earning over about £500 a 
year employers will have to pay 
higher contributions than at 
present 


For example, the employer 
of someone earning £50,000 a 
year would pay about £1.000 
extra in contributions per year. 
On £500,000 per year, the ad- 
ditional comrfcutions would be 
over £10,000. As such, the 

rimnw »ll>tr Hik wwirwl that hy 

reforms will generate sub- 
stantial redistribution from 
high to low earners. 

All this fits very nicely into 

the Government’s wider poli- 
cy aim to “make work pay” for 
those on low wages. 

Mr Brown also hinted at 
foxther reforms to come. He 
announced that the Contribu- 
tions Agency, the part of gov- 
ernment that collects National 
Insurance, was to be merged 
with the Inland Revenue. 

In addition, he stated that 
in the long term the Govern- 
ment intended to raise the 
point at which employees start 
paying national insurance to 
£81 to match the change to em- 
ployer contributions. 

The £81 figure was not sim- 
ply chosen at random, but is 
the weekly equivalent of the in- 
come tax personal allowance. 
Given that national insurance 
is a tax on earned income in all 
but name, it has long been the 
goal of tax reformers to inte- 
grate the two systems. Whilst 
this move hardly represents a 
full integration, it is certainly 
a move in the right direction. 

The first major Budget 
from a Labour Chancellor in 
nearly 20 years has finally 
completed the process of re- 
moving the unhelpful distor- 
tions from the National 
Insurance system - effective- 
ly finishing off the series of re- 
forms begun by Lord Lawson 
in 1985. 

But there is hope that Mr 
Brown will go even further, 
and finally bring about the in- 
tegration of National Insur- 
ance and income tax. Were he 
to achieve this, Mr Brown 
would rightly take his place 
among the great reforming 
Chancellors of this century. 

7 he authors are researchers at 
the Institute for Fiscal Studies 
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A DANGEROUS split at the veiy top of the 
Government exploded into the open this wedc 
as the Prime Minister’s wife prepared to take 
on the Chancellor over his Budget. 

Well, almost 

Cberie Booth OC has agreed to represent 
family brewers Shepherd Neame in their court 
action against the Government over beer duty, 
whicb Gordon Brown put up by a penny a pint 
on Tuesday. 

Not that Tony Blair’s wife is going out of 
her way to bash her Downing Street neigh- 
bour. She only heard she might get the job 
on Monday, when a colleague in her cham- 
bers. Michael Beloff QC warned he might be 
unable to make the Appeal Court hearing next 
week. Mr Beloff has been representing the 
independent Kent brewers in their action, 
funded by other family brewcis in the UK who 
are incensed by the higher duties on beer here 
compared with the rest of the EU. 

Mr Beloff has to attend urgent business 
in the US this Sunday, and the court unex- 
pectedly refused to move its date to accom- 
modate the visit. “This left us in an absolute 
pickle,” said Stnart Neame. vice chairman of 
Shepherd Neame 

Mr Neame said yesterday that Ms Booth 
would now have to get up to speed with a com- 
plicated case, centring on Articles 5 and 99 
of the Treaty of Rome. “She's going to have 
a busy weekend,” he said. 

“The funny thing is, we had to wait for the 
Budget to find out what was happening [to 
beer duty], before we could go on.... 

“Originally, we applied for an appeal 
hearing in the High Court, but our written 
application was turned down, much to our 
amazement. So now we’re making an oral 
application. We want leave to take the matter 
before the European Court of Justice," Mr 
Neame said. 

The brewer is confident Ms Booth can win 
the day, given her record of handling Euro- 
pean cases. 

This won’t be the last high profile and po- 
tentially controversial case rite will be involved 
with this year. Ms Booth is set to defend over 
200 former employees of BCCI, the crashed 


Hawk, against legal claims by the bank’s Liq- 
uidators for the return of staff mortgages and 
the like. The role of the Bank of England is 
likely to feature prominently in the case. 

No doubt Ms Booth will still be welcome 
in the environs of Number 11 and Thread- 
needle Street whatever may be said in the heal 
of the court room. 

THE FORMER chief executive of British & 
Commo nwealth and director of Atlantic 
Computers who was disciplined this week by 
regulators over his role in the collapse of the 
two has a new life as a philosophy 

lecturer at Magdalen College, Oxford. 

Peter Goldie was censured on Monday by 
the Joint Disciplinary Scheme (JDS), and ex- 
cluded from the Institute of Chartered Ac- 
countants, for, among other things, “approving 
Atlantic’s 1988 accounts which were misleading 
...and to have approved B&Cs 198S accounts 
which were seriously in error.” 

After the businesses went belly up Mr 
Goldie, who trained as an accountant straight 
from school, went to Oxford to take his first 
degree, in philosophy. He (fid so well that he 
eventually got a DPhil from Balliol lost 
September. 

Mr Goldie's interview to confirm his DPhil 
came on Friday, 19th September, before his 
appearance before the JDS (he following Tues- 
day. The chairman. Sir John Bailey, opened 
the JDS proceedings with the declaration: 
“Congratulations, Doctor Goldie." 

The then Mr Goldie had to demur, say- 
ing that the DPhil was not official ycL 

Sadly, the tycoon turned philosopher was 
unavailable for comment yesterday. But 
surely his stoiy proves there is hope for us all. 

CORPORATE Charisma, a book by Or Paul 
Temporal and Dr Harry Alder, which 
promises to tell you “how to achieve world- 
class recognition by maximising your com- 
pany’s image brands and culture,” has an 
introduction by The Honourable Sir Rocco 
Forte. 

Sir Rocco writes: “The world is a much more 
competitive place than it was five years ago.” 

Indeed it is. Wasn’t it about then that Sir 
Rocco first heard about Granada's hostile bid 
for hfe family's business empire - while he was 
out shooting grouse? 

Nowadays. Sir Rocco opines: “businesses 
have to work harder.” How true. 

CROWE Insurance Group, which manages 
six syndicates at Lloyd's of London, is to 
sponsor “Butch”, a 165 mph 1968 Z28 
Chevrolet Camaro racing car. But Crowe will 
not be insuring the car itself. 

“The car’s owner, Tim Bowles, handles in- 
surance for the car,” says a Crowe spokesman. 
Butch is currently having its insurance renewed 
by IBEX motor policies at Lloyd’s. The idea 
is that the monster car will carry the Crowe 
logo during races and will whisk brokers and 
VIPs around various high-speed circuits. 

Quentin Crowe, bead of marketing at 
Crowe, says: “The hospitality days we have 
planned should knock the spots off afternoons 
watching tennis!" 
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Manninger celebrates coming of age 


Glenn Moore talks 
to the young Arsenal 
goalkeeper who has 
excelled in David 
Seaman’s absence 

THE first time Arsenal tried to 
sign an Austrian goalkeeper 
he was turned away at Dover 
and had to forge a career in 
Trance. Sixty-five years later, the 
Gunners are grateful that Alex 
Manninger had no such prob- 
lems when be came to Highbury 
last summer. 

The 20-year-old goalkeeper 
produced the latest in a series 
of impressive performances In 
Arsenal’s FA Cup quarter-final 
replay victory over West Ham at 
Upton Park on Tuesday. Man- 
ninger, deputising for the injured 
David Seaman, Lopped a string 
of brilliant saves in open play by 
crucially denying Eyal Berkovic 
in the penalty shoot-out. 

Manninger has kept six suc- 
cessive dean sheets in the Pre- 
miership. yet Arsene Wenger, 
the Arsenal manager, has al- 
ready made it dear that as 
soon as Seaman is fit. Man- 
ninger will be dropped. "1 do not 
believe in competition between 
goalkeepers,” he said. 

Manninger, it would seem, 
hits no problem with that U I 
came to Arsenal because David 
Seaman is the best goalkeeper 
in the world,” he said yesterday, 
adding: "I know I still have to 
learn, to do so from him is the 
best education anybody can 
have. There can't be a better sit- 
uation for a young keeper than 
being behind David Seaman. 

“1 am the first Austrian goal- 
keeper to play in England and 
it was a big, big deal to come but 
I knew I bad to take it because 
these chances don’t come along 
every day, 1 never thought l 
wouid be playing as regularly 
though, this is valuable experi- 
encefor later in ray career." 



Saving grace: Alex Manninger makes a crucial parry from Eyal Berkovic’S penalty in the FA Cup quarter-final on Tuesday 


Photograph: Allsport 


Manninger has succeeded 
where Rudf Hiden. who Her- 
bert Chapman tried to sign 
from Austria in the 1930s, 
failed. Hiden was refused entry 
by immigration officials and 
instead played for Racing Club 
in Paris. Manninger could also 
be headed across the Channel, 


but only temporarily. Already 
capped at Under-21 level, be is 
pushing for a place in Austria's 
World Cup squad. 

Manninger said he had nev- 
er been so nervous as he was be- 
fore the penalty shoot-out 
though he had - unsuccessfully 
- faced one before in Europe 


against Internazkmale. “Pat Rice 
[the Arsenal coach] came to me 
with information beforehand, 
but you never know whether 
thin^ like that are going to work 
out. You are by yourself realty. 

“David Seaman had shown 
me something in training and 
you have to take his advice as 


he is a penalty killer. 1 tried it 
in training and it worked and I 
tried it tonight and it worked. 
The save from Berkovic was the 
key, I managed to get my hand 
to it and it was a wonderful feel- 
ing. We did so well with 10 men, 
it was clear to see we are a good 
and experienced team.” 


Bergkamp to miss Cup semi-final after red card 


By Bill Pierce 

THE price Dennis Bergkamp 
will pay for bis elbow in the face 
of Wei Ham United’s Steve Lo- 
mas on Tuesday night became 
dear yesterday. The Dutch- 
man’s three-match ban will in- 
oorporate the FA Cup seml-finaL 
against Wolverhampton Wan- 
derers at Villa Phrk on 5 April. 

However, if that match is 
drawn, there will be a stiver lin- 
ing. The suspension starts a 
week on Tuesday, when .Arsenal 

Bullivant ends 
Reading rule 

By Alan Nixon 


visit Bolton Wanderers, five days 
before the semi-finaL and a re* 
play, if necessary, is already 
scheduled for the following 
Wednesday even though, in ear- 
lier rounds, police require a min- 
imum of 10 days’ notice from the 
Football Association to organize 
their match-day security forces. 

So Bergkamp could be free 
to return for the home game 
against Newcastle on 1 1 April. 
But the f7_5m striker is still in 
danger of a further ban. He is 
free to face Sheffield Wednes- 


day at Highbury a week on Sat- 
urday but a booidrig then would 
put him on eight yellow cards 
for the season and incur another 
suspension for two matches. 

Bergkamp has been booked 
nine times already this term. But 
one of those was in the Coca- 
Cola Cup which has no bearing 
on Premiership or FA Cup sus- 
pensions and another has been 
deleted under the experimental 
FA system which rewards play- 
ers who complete five consecu- 
tive matches without a booking. 


Bergkamp and Patrick 
Vieira have alreacty been fined 
by Arefcne Wenger this season 
for dissent, and retaliation 
would seem to come under the 
same heading. 

Wenger’s concern is that he 
will miss key players for the 
backlog of fixtures which is pil- 
ing up at a frightening rate. Ar- 
senal still have 10 League 
games to go - compared to 
Manchester United’s seven - 
and now a new date for the trip 
to Liverpool, which was due to 


take place on FA Cup semi fi- 
nal day, must be found. 

Wenger believes there is still 
the outside chance of. an ex- 
tension to the League season - 
a subject over which be and Alex 
Ferguson fell out last term 
when the United manager ob- 
jected to his team having to fin- 
ish the campaign with four 
games in nine days. Wenger has 
no plans to make a similar ap- 
plication this time but said: 
“There could still be a case for 
it if it is fair to everybody.” 


Poland foil England’s plan for Wembley matches 


2RRY BULLIVANT has 
signed as manager of Read- 
j. His derision comes after the 
m Park club dropped closer 
relegation from the First 
ivision with a 3-0 defeat at 
tford on Tuesday’ night- 
AUhough they knocked 
:eds United out of the Coca- 
>la Cup earlier in the season, 
siding have the worst defen- 
ce record in the First Division, 
iving conceded 66 goals, and 
l 1 currently second from hot- 
m of the league. Bullivant 
ined Reading from Barnet in 
ne 1997. 

Manchester City are ready to 
m Jamie Pollock from Bolton 
anderere for ESftO.OOO, and 
mid also sign West Bromwich 
Ibion's Andy Hunt in a 
tiO.UOO deal by the weekend. 
The Manchester United 
nire-back Ronnie Wullwork 
joining Stockport County 
i loan for the rest of the 
ason. 

Jason Drysdaic, who cost 
140.000 from Newcastle in 
arch 1995. has had his con- 
act terminated by Swindon. 
k 27 -year-old has suffered 
ironic injuries and made only 
l first-team appearances lor 


Football results 


England’s hopes of making foil 
use of Wembley in their Euro 
yiffl qualifying matches have 
been dashed after their peren- 
nial rivals, PolaDd reneged on 
a deal. 

The Football Association 
thought they had come to 
agreement with the other mem- 
bers of Group Five - Bulgaria, 
Sweden. Luxembourg and 
Poland - at a meeting in Lon- 
don on i Match. . 

But the Poles, unhappy with 
the way the meeting worked out, 
have gone back on the agree- 
ments they made, which means 
that all the derisions made at 


the meeting will count for noth- 
ing, with a ballot conducted by 
Uefa tomorrow deciding in- 
stead when and where England 
will play their qualifiers. 

Sources within European 
football's governing body con- 
firmed that lhe Poles were re- 
sponsible for the breakdown. 
Discussions between the two 
sides failed to find a way out of 
the impasse and with the 60-day 
limit for fixture scheduling run- 
ning out yesterday, England 
will now be forced to play ac- 
cording to Uefa’s timetable. 

A Uefa spokesman said yes- 
terday: "All the nations had un- 


til today to send us details of the 
fixtures. That limit cannot be ex- 
tended. Those groups where the 
fixtures have not been organised 
will be derided by us after the 
draw for the semi-finals of the 
three dub competitions in Lau- 
sanne on Friday.” 

The FA’s chief executive, 
Graham Kelly, said after the 
draw in Ghent in January that 
he was hopeful England could 
play as many of their home qual- 
ifiers as possible at Wembley, 
which closes in June 1999 for its 
£2Q0m millennium refit. 

Last Februaiy's defeat by 
Italy represented the first home 


World Cup or European Cham- 
pionship qualifying defeat sus- 
tained by England since Bobby 
Robson’s side were beaten by 
Denmark in 1983. 

David Davies, the FA’s di- 
rector of public affairs, said yes- 
terday: “The majority of 
countries were satisfied after the 
meeting, and we were among 
them. We knew there were 
some outstanding issues and we 
understand these haven't been 
resolved - which means every- 
thing will now collapse. 

“At the meeting, some of 
the other countries told us 
that the weather meant their 


grounds would not be fit for 
home games between Decem- 
ber and March, but that is 
when we might have to play 
them.” 

There is still a chance that 
the fixtures could fall right for 
England, allowing them to play 
their main rivals at home - and 
therefore at Wembley - next 
season. 

But the likelihood is that at 
least one of the key home 
games will be played at the start 
of the 1999-2000 season, most 
probably at Old Trafford, where 
the capacity of around 55,000 is 
closest to Wembley’s figure. 


Evans watches Guivarc’h as France’s striker hints at Premiership move 


a Jon. 
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ROY EVANS, lhe Liverpool 
manager, was watching with in- 
terest as French striker Slephane 
Guivarc’h scored twice for Aux- 
erre in their Uefa Cup match 
with Lazio on Tuesday night. 

Guivarc h is refusing to sign 
a new contract with Auxcrre, 
who are now out of European 
competition after being beaten 
3-2 on aggregate by the Italians. 

Guivarc h scored on his in- 
ternational debut against South 
Africa this season, having pro- 
gressed from Brest, Guingamp 
and Rennes, where he scored 22 
goals last season. 
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He clearly secs his career de- 
veloping away from Auxerre, 
and said: “I want to experience 
something different, and it is 
England that tempts me most, 
then Germany, then Italy.” 

Meanwhile, Liverpool's home 
match with Arsenal has been 
moved from Saturday 4 April to 
Wednesday 6 May. as the Gun- 
ners will be playing their FA Cup 
semi-final against Wolverhamp- 
ton Wanderers that weekend. 

David Johnson, the Ipswich 
striker, is at the centre of a three- 
way battle for his international 
services. Johnson, 21. is wanted 


Lourm i ; WJvwmoe O Barateod 2. Third U- 
vMon: GsntaarH*3 Ctapftn ft Comtfiar Cfi- 


UNIBOND LEAGUE Pramtor Dtvtdgn: Lotah l 
Gamtxaiiupi 0: Rmoom 0 Colwvn Bay a Foot 
OtvWon; Beta™ 4 Congtekn ft Grtana 1 Fix- 
no t Loppw Cup HBMInai flnt lag* AMn- 
Cfwn 2 Cfioriw 0 UrdBBa F»r*l OMwon Cup 
sMiMInji Drat log: ftaAont i BradkM Park Af- 
enuoZ Saoond tag: Ura*i Utd 0 Uld 
\tagg:44j). 

DH MARTENS LEAGUE Pmntar Hvtafew 


* noum l-lSmagaO Mattel H Bra*v 

nwTas4r.Bo*»Tnaw w Tm»io * WM ft. NortNwed 2 


Bohodew 2 OmwJon 1 ; Maiwta 2 FM V 
AHNOTT INSURANCE HQflTHEHN LEAGUE 
fttaHytetorc South ShcAfei EoMOBna 
UHLSPOnTUMTQOOUNTKS LEAGUE Pr>- 
mwr DwtatoK BuehMWi tawi 2 SKMrtB & 
UMB Cartel 0-. CogaVao 3 Wooum 2: Ey. 

i Unteca BtadsKnoft WMhpwough 
1 SMtaW 3, Standwd 4 Bcutm 8. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGLE Kh# tB- 
'****°!! : J^^3*®* Now™ l Wwhal GM 2; 08f- 
■on D Chadoran a. Udrw (bad 2 3elfcnJ V. 
fiosoonwta 1 KktegrtNB ft 
WU4ST0NLEAQ KBIT LEAGUE FlretDhhfcrt 
FMK>Wi< 2ThanM9M4d ft, HyM ftMaslm 


by Jamaica, where he was born, 
England and Northern Ireland. 

Lawric McMeneray, the new 
manager of Northern Ireland, 
has asked him to play in next 
week’s friendly against Slovakia 
at Windsor Park, but Rene 
Sfmoes, coach of the the Reg- 
gae Boyz_ wants to call him up 
for the World Cup qualifiers’ 
mini-British tour against 
Queen’s Park Rangers and 
Wales, which starts on Saturday. 

Johnson could also opt for 
England and he was on the 
bench for the Under-21 in- 
ternational against Greece at 
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Carrow Road in December. 
Johnson qualifies to play for any 
of the home nations because he 
is a British passport holder 
who was bora abroad. 

McMencmy revealed his 
predecessor and now Ipswich 
coach, Bryan Hamilton, had 
helped him with Johnson and he 
is hopeful that the former Man- 
chester United trainee will give 
Northern Ireland a chance. 

“I invited him to come with 
us and I thought he was all right 
so we sent the letters off and 
evayihing rise," he said. “But it's 
become a bit complicated be- 


cause I understand he has been 
approached by Jamaica as well, 
which is their prerogative be- 
cause be was bora there. He did 
intimate to me this afternoon 
that he was happy to amstder my 
invitation. I've heard no more 
from the player and I'm pre- 
pared to hang in there for him.” 
Stoke insist that their first- 
team coarii. Chic Bates, is to re- 
main at lhe dub, despite reports 
that he was about to be sacked. 
Stoke are two points adrift at the 
foot of the table and have won 
just eight of their 38 League 
games this season. 



It has been rumoured that, 
rn these post-Bosman days. 
Arsenal may look to cash in on 
Seaman -maybe even this sum- 
mer- if Manninger continues 
to progress. The latter seems 
certain given his attitude. 

“I have given up a lot in my 
life just to concentrate on my 
football, perhaps a lot more 
than other people. That’s how 
I am, I can’t change now. I’m a 
very straight guy. I do special 
training ail the time and I tun 
very self-critical 

*If 1 let a goal in, either in 
training or a match, I always 
look for my own mistakes and 
I beat myself up mentally to try 
and sort them out It makes me 
work harder. 

“I'm strong-willed and noth- 
ing really gets me down. I just 
want to work and work and 
work until there is nothing I can 
learn. That is stiHa long way off; 
but now everyone knows I can 
play." Especially West Ham. 


TALK, about a fine fine sepa- 
rating success from failure. In 
the quarter-final analysis, only 
the tips of a Spanish goalkeep- 
er's gloves stood between Aston 
Villa and a place in the last four 
of a European competition for 
the first time in 16 yearn. 

Elimina tion from the Uefa 
Cup, with Jos£ Molina’s crucial 
late save from Lee Hendrie 
squeezing Atletico Madrid 
through on the away -goals rule, 
effectively ended Villa’s season. 
Yet there was much in their 
2-1 win on the night to hearten 
John Gregory as he plans for 
1998-99 and beyond. 

Stan Colfymore, the most 
conspicuous success, spoke for 
all connected with Villa when 
he remarked that the European 

run had restored the players' 
self-belieL He added, perhaps 
a trifle richly given his modest 
form since Brian little lav- 
ished £7m on him, that the new 
manager’s priority now should 
be to raid the market. 

“We need to add a couple of 
players to the squad if we're go- 
ing to get bade into Europe nest 
season and start pushing for the 
League. We need more quality 
in depth," Colfymore said “If we 
can do that we can achieve what 
we set out to do this season.” 

While Doug TOlis, the Villa 
chairman, has promised that 
funds are available, the logic be- 
hind Gregory’s appointment 
was that the dub did not need 
a major rebuilding job, merefy 
someone simultaneously fresh 
and familiar to bring out the 
qualities already present 

During Gregory’s three- 
week crash course, in which they 
have all but secured their Pre- 
miership status, wins against 
Liverpool and now Spain’s 
“third force” have done much 
to suggest that the change has 
had the -desired effect. 


Phil Shaw says the 
Midlanders can .draw 
much heart from the 
manner of their Uefa 
Cup elimination 

A measure of the transfor- 
mation can be gauged from the 
fact that the last seven League 
fixtures under Little produced 
a solitary success and saw Vil- 
la turfed out of the FA Cup by 
Coventry on their own ground. 

As often happens when 
there is a change at the top. 
certain under-achievers are 
suddenly living up to their po- 
tential. CoUymore, for one, has 
gone from lethargic to lethal 
almost overnight. 

Watched by England's as- 
sistant coach, John Gorman, he 
scored the winner as he did on 
his previous appearance, 
against Liverpool. More perti- 
nently for Villa’s long-term 
prospects, he panicked Atieu- 
co’s previously imperious 
defence with his strength and 
shooting power after coming on 
in the second half. 

Hendrie, a peripheral figure 
during Little's reign, has also blos- 
somed since receiving a sus- 
tained run. Steve Staunton, 
meanwhile, has demonstrated 
dass and versatility that mil gh c 
him increased bargaining pow- 
er when VUla attempt to disniade 
him from leaving when his con- 
tract expires during the summer. 

Gregory will use the re- 
maining seven matches to assess 
whether the squad he inherit- 
ed, and indeed coached until 17 
months ago, are capable of 
producing this form on a con- 
sistent basis. Players who 
perform only on high-profile oc- 
casions will, one suspects, be giv- 
en short shrift. 


Vialli asks for a 
rare clean sheet 


By Marie Burton 


GIANLUCA VIALLI has told 
his Chelsea players not (o take 
any risks in their European 
Cup-Winnere’ Cup quarter-final 
at Stamford Bridge tonight 
when they try to convert their 2-1 
firet-leg advantage over Real 
Beds into a semi-final place. 

Chelsea’s player-manager, 
who sat out the victoiy in Spain 
two weeks ago, wants his team 
to concentrate on grinding out 
the right result. “For me a draw 
would be a wonderful result - a 
perfect result,” he said. “And 
keeping a clean sheet would be 
tbe best way to go about it." 

That is easier said than d one 
and, if VialU’s vast experience of 
European competition with Ju- 
ventus and Sampdoria has not 
taught him that, he need only 
look back to the match in Spain 
for proof. Tfrre Andre Fb scored 
both Chelsea's goals before Beds 
had found tbeir stride that night. 

Chelsea's individually talent- 
ed defence is coUectivety flawed, 
and VialFs decision to play Ed 
de Goey only in Cup ties and 
Dimitri Kharine in tbe Pre- 
miership puts in question vital 
lines of communication in front 


of their goal. They have not kept 
a dean sheet for eight games. 

“We cannot set out to get a 
draw with the Spanish team by 
being completely negative," 
VLalii said. “We must still play 
our football and try to score with 
a counter-attack but above all we 
have to be concentrated and 
aware in defence. There must be 
no silty mistakes because there 
have been too many of those." 

Vialli is still without his left- 
back, Graeme Le Saux, and 
Zola, Di Matteo, Wise, Du berry 
and Nicholls could all be hand- 
icapped by the knowledge that 
a caution would mean missing 
the first leg of tbe semi-final 

Betis are without the de- 
fender Roberto Solozabal and 
the midfielder Fernando, who 
are suspended, but are in good 
form after moving up to fourth 
in the Spanish league with a draw 
against Atletico Madrid and a 
victory over Salamanca. They 
have a superb striker in Spain's 
Alfonso, who scored in the first 
leg, as well as the Nigerian 
Fundi George, and the Croatian 
set-piecc specialist, Robert JaraL 

A dean sheet would be quite 
an achievement in the face of 
such firepower. 


Claims of racism rejected 


PAUL D’MELLO, Dunferm- 
line's general manager, yesterday 
reacted angrily to racist allega- 
tions against the dub from their 
former captain Dave Barnett 
who Left . East End Park last 
week to join Pbrt \fete on a tbree- 

month loan. 

. Barnett, the former Birm- 
ingham defender, claimed in a 
newspaper article that he was 
leaving Dunfermline was be- 
cause of racist taunts from 
some of the playing staff. 


D'Mello, who is of Indian 
descent said: U I have had sev- 
en happy years at this club. It 
is a fondly and community dub. 
Everyone is welcome here, no 
matter their colour, creed or 
background. We totally refute 
this allegation of racism. 

"We’ve bad no complaint 
from Dave about the way he was 
treated here and I win not found] 
a Spanish inquisition on the 
strength of an artide. He told me 
he had to go for family reasons.'* 


Broken mast ends Edwards’ non-stop world record attempt 


Sailing 


By Stuart Alexander 


tempt to sail round the world 
non-aop. 

The in ri dent happened dur- 
ing the night as the yacht was 
being driven m winds gristing be- 
tween 30-50 knots midway be- 
tween New Zealand and Cape 


beard from the mast and tbe 
whole thiqg just crumpled and 
broke up as it hit the hulL" 

The crashing mast set off a 
distress signal which was picked 
up by Falmouth coastguards. 
However, no one was injured 


A CREW of 12 women racing 
a giant catamaran in one of the 
most remote areas' of tbe South- 
ern Ocean came as dose as they ..Horn, and 2,000 miles from the - and the crew hastily cut away the 
would ever want to disaster coast of Chile. mast as ir threatened to punch 

yesterday. “A huge wave came up from aholein ahull The boatwfllnow 

A May Day call alerted res- behind, lifting the stern and . head for Chile under jury rig. 
buying both bows in the wave 
ahead, bringing the boat to a 
shuddering halt,” the skipper, 

Ti^ Edwards, sard. "About five 
minutes foter ciealting could be 


cue services that the mast of the 
92-ft catamaran Royal & Sun 
Alliance had crashed on to the 
twin decks, bringing to a dra- 
matic end the first aD-women at- 


“We are disappointed be- 
yoodbdisfasweweregettmgso 
close fo .Cape- Horn," said Ed- 
wardSjWiKJwasdjasingtfieaon- 
stop record of 71 days 14 hours. 


• The decision fcy Lawrie Smith 
to hng the coast w& paying div- 
idends last night as the British 
boat. Silk Oil, led the Whitbread 
Round the World fleet past Re- 
cife on the north-east corner of 

Braal on day five of the sixth leg 

to Fort Lauderdale. 
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ialli asks fora 
ire clean sheet 


Woodward 

counts on 
‘iron* Ryan 


Rugby Union 


£ By Chris Hewett 


SIX weeks ago, John Mitchell 
was so appalled by the perfor- 
mance of the Red Rose forwards 
as they slipped effortlessly into 
reverse gear against the French 
in Paris that be felt moved to 
question their manhood “'You 're 
too damned soft," snarled Eng- 
land’s assistant coach before 


with the following stark choice: 
either start kicking some rear 
ends or take up gardening. 

Vifefl, there will be nothing soft 
about the England eight at Mur- 
rayfield on Sunday; indeed, 
Mitchell would be well advised 
||y to wear a bard hat in training over 
the next couple of days. Dean 
I^an, the big bad wolf of tte Al- 
ii^ IXurbar Premiership, is back 
at No 8 for the first time in six 
long wilderness years and judg- 
ing by the glint in his eye during 
yesterday’s runout at Twicken- 
ham, he will have to be physically 
restrained from rudring the Roy- 
al Scots Dragoon Guards off 
their own bagpipes. 

As befits a man raised in the 

hall-hreakin g rugby en v ir onment 

of New Zealand's north island, 
Mitchell looked well pleased 
with Ryan’s sudden promotion 
from the back of beyond “I think 
we're all aware that we’re about 
to walk into an ambush, a hijack, 
. at Minrayfield this weekend," he 
V said. “The Scots are the sporting 
equivalent of a wounded animal 
and any side coached by Jim 
TfelfertendstobeweDupforthe 
big occasion, so physical presence 
is going to be very important 
from our point of view.” 

If Newcastle United have a 
hard, ru'ggfy, uncompromising 
bag of trouble in David Batty, the 
Newcastle Falcons have their 
own heavier, elongated version 
in Ryan. Now going bn 32, he 
^ squared up to all comets for both 
™ Saracens and Wasps- before 
adopting honorary Geordie star 
tus a little over two years ago and 
it is somehow typical of the man 
that two of his three previous 
England caps should have been 
earned aznid the blood-curdling 
rugby mayhem of a Buenos 
Aires Tfcst. 

*7 cant say Tve spent much 
time thinking about whatever 
England fiiture I might have,” he 
said yesterday. “In one sense, yen 
always feel you have an outside 
chance while you’re playing Pre- 
miership regby. just becauseyou 
gp up against current interna- 
tionals every week of the season. 
Having said that I half wondered 
^j| whether the England scene might 
have passed me by. Once Clive 
Woodward called me into the 
squad last week, however. I con- 
sidered myself in with a chance. 

“My dub form has given me 


my place in the team so you won’t 
see a different Dean Ryan on 
Sunday, jus because if s an in- 
ternational. Previous England 
coaches have tried to force things 
on me, but Give wants me to play 
the game IpJay for Newcastle 
and thatsnitsraefine.ro try my 
- utmost/ to be myself, to do what 
I do week in, week out. If T can 
achieve that, m be happy. It will 
be up to the coaches to decide 
whether I'm worth stiddqg with.” 

Ryan replaces the injured 
Saracen, Richard HS1, as one of 
four enforced charges to the side 
that put 60 hum Dating points on 
Wales at Ttackoaham a'montb 
ago. Itwasadose caD, what with 
Tim Rodber and Tbny Diprose 
in the frame,” admitted Vfood- 
ward. “However, Fm a great be- 
Gever in looking at people in 
pressure situations and I need to 
see herw Dean responds. I know 
a lair bat about the others ; J start- 
ed the season with Tony, who is 
stiB m the beodh, and as for Thn, 
Fve told him that I want more 
pace in his game. ” 

Woodward’s other casualty- 
inspired tinkering were more 
straightforward. Adedayo Ade- 
bayo returns cn the Left wing, four 
months after being told that he 
was not quite quick enough for 
Tfcst rugby, while Matt Dawson 
fills in for Kyran Bracken at 
sauna-halt In the front row, PhD 
Vickery’s shoulder injury gives 
Darren Garforth another chance 
at tight bead. 

There has been no such injury 
fall-out north of the bonder so 
TUfer and his fellow selectors 
agreed yesterday to keep faith 
with the starting line-up that 
could and should have account- 
ed for Wiles at Wembley. That 
gives the fbrmidabte^an an un- 
expected opportunity to test the 
mettle of three of his dubmates: 
Alan Thit, Gary Armstrong and 
Doddie Win:. If they have any 
sense, they wiH call him “Sir”. 
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• Soott Gibbs has withdrawn 
from the Wales side for Satur- 
day’s Five Nations' Champi- 
onship game against Ireland, in 
Dublin with a shoulder injury. 
Cardiff's Leigh Davies comes in 
to win his 17th cap, while 
Llanelli’s Ned Boobyer takes 
Davies’ place on the bench. 



Whiter shade of grass; The groundstaff at work on the outfield yesterday at St John’s, Antigua, where the sixth Test 
betw een the West Indies and England begins tomorrow Photograph: David Ashdown 

Lloyd confident that Antigua pitch will hold few terrors 


Cricket 


THE England coach, David 
Lloyd, is unconcerned about the 
Antigua Test pitch, which has 
been re] aid for the final Tfcst 
which begins tomorrow. 

“This pitch has never been 
played on. They had a dub 


match 10 days ago on a pitch 
dose to it, and the ball went 
through fairly nicely, by all ac- 
counts,” Lloyd said. “The scores 
were 210 and 206, and Mark 
Ramprakash's father watched 
part of the game and said the 
surface looked quite good. But 
that was only a two-day affair 


and obviously ft would be dif- 
ferent for a Test match. 

“I think there is a worry 
about how it will play, but it's 
a worry for the West Indies as 
much as for us.” 

England's players had a 
short fielding practice yesterday 
at their Antigua resort base, and 


they will practice frilly at the St 
John's Recreation Ground to- 
day. Lloyd insisted spirit was 
good in the England camp, de- 
spite the disappointment of the 
drawn Test in Barbados. '‘We 
did fancy our chances to win 
there, and it would have been 
a terrific day.” he said. 


Waugh’s bold defiance delays Indians 


Australia 233 v India 


THE Indian bowimg pair of Jav- 
agal Srinath and Anil Rumb le 
shot out Australia for a modest 
total of 233 on the opening day 
of the second Tfcst in Calcutta 
yesterday. 

Hie Australians, thrashed by 
179 runs in the first Tfcst, faltered 
again after their captain, Mark 
Tfcyior, won the toss and chose 
tobat on a seaming Eden Gar- 
dens wicket 

The vice-captain, Steve 
TOaugh, made a brave 80, shar- 
ing a 112-run stand for the 
fifth wicket with Ricky POnting, 
who made 60, but the top four 


batsmen contributed just 13 
runs. Australia were reduced to 
29 for 4 within the first hour 
after Srinath made a dramatic 
start with two wickets m the first 
over. Kumble then cut through 
the lower order. 

Steve Waugh, stricken by 
stomach cramps during hs four- 
hour vigil, missed his 15th Tfcst 
centuiy hy 20 runs when his run- 
ner, GiegBlewett, was involved 
in a mix-up with Gavin Robert- 
son soon after tea. 

Australia, who were 178 for 
8 at that stage, were saved from 
further embarrassment by the 
ninth-wicket pair of Robertson 
and Michael Kasprowicz, who 


batted for nearly two hours to 
add 54. 

Kasprowicz made a career- 
best 25 before fending at a 
short ball from Saurav Gangu- 
ly. Mohammad Azharuddin 
completed a fine running catch 
in the slips. Ganguly then 
trapped Robertson leg-before 
for 29 in the day's final over to 
match the three wickets each by 
Srinath and Kumble. 

* After sending down a no-ball 
with his fourth delivery, Srinath 
had Michael Slater caught at 
short leg off the fifth. Next ball, 
Blewett played over a well- 
pitched delivery to have his 
middle stump uprooted. Mark 


Waugh saved the hat-trick but 
he succumbed leg-before in 
Srinath's fourth over - then Tay- 
lor fell before the hour was up. 
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Super League clubs’ funds blocked for breaching salary cap 


Rugby League 


By Dave Hadfield 


A CLUTCH of Super League 
dubs, including Wigan, the 
biggest of the lot, have had mon- 
ey withheld for breaching the 
League's new salary cap. 
Around half the £lile clubs 
have seen their monthly pay- 
ments from News Corporation 
cut for the first time, because 
they are spending more than 


half their income on players’ 
wages. 

The League has a policy of 
not naming the clubs involved, 
but it is understood that Wigan 
are the worst offenders. Their 
outlay on salaries is estimated 
to be between 60 and 70 per 
cent of income, which would 
mean losing more than half of 
their £65,000 monthly cheque. 

The league's spokesman, Jto- 
ier Rowe, said dubs would be 
able to recoup the funds if they 


could demonstrate that salaries 
had shifted to within the cap, but 
Wigan are questioning the ^stem. 

With the backing of the mil- 
lionaire Dave Whelan, they 
have strengthened their squad 
and have signed one of the 
game’s biggest names, Wen- 
dell Sailor, on a £500,000 con- 
tract for 1999 and 2000. 

The club’s chairman, Mike 
Nolan, has warned that, if they 
are prevented from rewarding 
their players handsomely, sev- 


eral will be vulnerable to 
approaches from rugby union. 

The League yesterday 
defended its policy. “Chibs have 
been consulted at every stage 
and we are confident that we 
have a mandate,” Rowe said. 

Under the regulations, there 
is a sliding scale of punishments 
for exceeding the cap. The 
money will be confiscated per- 
manently if clubs cannoi put 
their affairs in order by the end 
of the season. 


F I ’s fudge in 
debate over 
team orders 


Motor racing 


By Darfck AHsop 

FORMULA ONE drivers will 
have to be seen to be winning 
races in future - although sub- 
tle arrangements between team- 

males will stiD be permitted. 

That appears to be the up- 
shot of deliberations by the 
World Motor Sports Council, 
the poficy-raakfog arm of FIA, 
motor racing's governing body, 
in the wake of McLaren- Mer- 
cedes’ I -2 victory at the Australia 
Grand Friz earlier this month. 

David Coulthard’s extrava- 
gant gesture in slowing down 
and allowing through Mika 
Hakinnen, two laps from the 
end of the race in Melbourne, 
caused consternation among 
the local organisers and ob- 
servers around the world. The 
Scot did it on the basis that the 
Finn beat him to the first bend 
at the start of the race. He ex- 
plained i bat the two drivers had 
made that deal before the race. 

Within the sport, team orders 
are considered perfectly accept- 
able and have been since the first 
wheel turned in anger. The prob- 
lem this lime was Coulthard’s 
blatant concession of the honour, 
which may have served to make 
his point but which the FIA 
hopes now to eradicate. 

Delegates decided at the 
meeting in Paris yesterday to| 


inform race stewards that “am 
net prejudicial to the interests 
of any competition” should be 
penalised severely. 

That seems to hand stewards 
the dubious and difficult re- 
sponsibility of deciding when 
team orders bring the span into 
disrepute . It is a classic Formula 
One verdict. 

McLaren will doubtless en- 
sure any internal deal at the 

Brazilian Grand Prix, on Sun- 
day week, is suitably camou- 
flaged. The team's managing 
director, Ron Dennis, had cau- 
tioned against a “knee-jerk” re- 
action, stressing that any 
strategy devised in the interests 
of the team was an age-old ploy. 

McLaren will have another 
race to show their dominance, 
with the confirmation (hat the 
French Grand Prix will go 
ahead at Magny-Coura on 2S 
June after the settling of a dis- 
pute over television rights. 

A former world champion. 
Nigel Mansell, could be on the 
verge of a racing comeback in the 
British Touring Car Champi- 
onship. Hard are to announce to- 
morrow they have “attracted 
one of the greatest names in mo- 
tor sport" to drive a Mondeo. 

The 44-year-old Mansell was 
patently not deterred bv a tour- 
ing car accident at Donington in 
1993 which pul him in hospital 
The opening round of the ITTCC 
is at Thruxton on 13 April 


Davies chases her 
historic five-timer 


By Andy Farrell 


THEY are calling it a potential 
“five-peat”, a phrase almost as 
unlovely as the Standard Reg- 
ister Ping. the name of the tour- 
nament on the LPGA Tour that 
Laura Davies wiU attempt to win 
fora record fifth time this week. 

Davies became the first 
woman to win a professional 
tournament for four successive 
years when the former worid No 
1 beat Kelly Robbins in a play- 
off at Moon Valley, in Phoenix, 
last year. Only Whiter Hagen 
and Gene Sarazen can match 
the feat from the men’s game. 

Should Davies achieve the 
historic victory, local Arizona 
charities fighting domestic vio- 
lence and child abuse will ben- 
efit by Sim (£625,000). while the 
34-year-old Englishwoman will 
receive a $300,000 bonus on top 
of the first prize of $127,500. 

It was almost 70 years ago 
that Hagen attempted to win the 
USPGA Championship, theo a 
matchplay event, for a fifth 
time but lost by two holes in the 
quarter-finals to the eventual 
champion, Leo Diegel. 


Sarazen never got the chance 
to win the Miami Open fora fifth 
tone. From 1931 the tournament 
changed format and was not 
recognised on the schedule. 

Davies, Britain’s highest- 
earning sportswoman. has dom- 
inated the Moon Yidley course, 
one of the longest on the 
woman's circuit, thanks to her big 
hitting. But after winning 24 
times around the world from 
1994 to *96, Davies has struggled 
with her putting over the last year 
and fallen behind Annika Soren- 
stam, Karrie Webb and Robbins 
on the world rankings. 

She said recently: “Last year 
was frustrating and if I keep 
playing and putting the way 1 did 
last year for another two or 
three years, m be sorely tempt- 
ed to find another occupation.” 

If missing the cut at lost 
week's tournament in Tucson 
was not the best preparation, it 
ought prove a good omen since 
Davies did exactly the same last 
year. On the other hand, should 
victory be delayed a week 
Davies may not mind. The 
Nabisco Dinah Shore is the one 
US major Davies has yet to win 
and the Mission Hills course is 
her favourite in America. 
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Sporting Digest 


Athletics 

The Pofish city of Bydgoszcz wfl 
stage the first world Under- 18 cham- 
ptanshteneKty^Bydg 
hosted the 1979 European Junior 
championships, was chosen by the Srv 
tematlonal Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion on the first day of a two-day 
cound meetlnfl yesterday h Mar- 
rakech, Morocco. 

Basketball 

NBA: Atlanta TT7 Toronto X»; Dwyw 90 
Mahingan 39: Now Vbrt «D PhtatMpHa 
S6; Ortando 89 Vancouver 92; Cheap 90 
Indtara 94; Dates 99 Boston |£H«Man 
9G Mhwutee 91 : Phoenx «7 Socrananio 
BO; Ctavafend 96 Portland 82; LACtppns 
107 Gofctan State 10Z 

Boxing 

Ke»y CShrer wfl defend hb World B«- 
Ing Organisation inter-Continental 


fife at Bsflwal Greer* \Wi Hal an Sat- 
urday. The Uncotn cnJearweyu wfl 
meet Americas Brian Laspada in a re- 
vised main event on Frank Wanenk 
b8L i aa partn, a former North Ameri- 
can amateur champion, comes with 
a professional record of 28 wins, six 
losses and two draws. Abo on the bfl 
is the unbeaten Brbrton heavyweight 
Darny WBarn* who w* face Jamabab 
Evertcn Davis. 

Billiards 

STBACHAN BHmSH OPEN CHAMP- 
IONSHIP (Clwstarflokl) Fhat round: E 
Hughes (M) ht I Wtemson (Eng) 57B-328; 
s Aflannl (kid) bt M ttahani (tod) 5SMSB; 
C snuff (Ern) w j Mate flnd) t» 5GS0; D 
Causer (Eng) W M Kothari (W) 634-668; 
M Wtatnw (Eng) WARXkwn(TfcB)491- 
389; D Sneddon (Sco) bt M Ferreira (Ind) 
739-45S 


Bowls 

WOMEN'S HOWE DfTERNAnONAL IN- 
DOOR CHAMPHWSHB* ( 
land M WMac WMB I _ . 

StoetebtVVMorte2B-tt:JHovlancobtBMcr- 
gm »-14;MPrica btM WmsrSMO; N Shaw 
HMSBnrundB32-tKBAIcleraonbtD Row- 
lands 29-8; D Hanlon bt G Was 21-17. 

Cricket 

A flfth-wtahet century stand between 
Ybusaf Ybuhana and Moin Khan en- 
abled Pakistan to salvage a draw 
against Zimbabwe on the final day of 
flte first Tiwr in ButeMeya 77» two put 
an HO In five minutes short of three 
hours to guide Pakistan to safety at 
258 for 6 h their second Innings, 
'fajhana scoring 64 and Khan 97. with 
Zimbabwe needhg fair wickets and 

Pakistan another reruns to win with 
only 73 avers remaining, the captains 
agreed to caD the match off early 


SNOW REPORTS 


Ski Hotline 

Latest snow and weather report* 
from 2D0+ re so r ts in Europe and 
North America. 

\faice reports 0891 333 IB + code 
Fax reports 0897 500 086 + code 

For a feB far of all dd codes by 
t or fax dU 0990 BO 843 


Ski Snapshot 

Ai a glance to snow conditions k 
« w 300 resort* world- wide 
0897500«H 
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FtRSTTEST 

babM drew wtdi 
Dmhebwa won toss 

ZWBABVIE-Rrat Innings 3Z1 (GWHow- 
er W H H Streak 5a Vltajar TtaJrts 5-10Q. 
PAKISTAN - Pint liminga 2S8 (Msusaf 
ybuhana 60; G J WWtal 4-63). 
ZIMBABWE - Second Innings 90S lor 4 
dec (M til Goodwin ISSnei A Fkww UOnol 
PAKISTAN - Second Innings 
(OvemiflW: & lor 0» 

Seaed Anwar c Goodwin b Strang 37 

AI htaqvi e Goodwin b Mbongwa O 

Saqtaki Mushoq c A Hosier b Stuak 
I nuunam -ul-Haq c A Rower b Streak ..12 
Vbusuf Vbdwna c Vfloan b Streak 64 

Moin Khan c Goodwin b v^oon 97 

(jaz Ahmed not out — — ..__..T5 


cam- Football 


Xbaog tz 

Tbtel (lor e, 0SJ3 overs) 2B8 

FtiK 1-28, 054, 3-70, 4-80, 5-19C, 8-258 
Bowing: Sawk kbanewa2M3- 

29-1; SfrEWB 27-3-69-1; G Wfwta 19541- 
0; A WHttal 93-290: Goodwin 2-0-90: 

V^oen S90-M-1 

UnqifaBK I Fbdnson (Enfl) and D Shepherd 
(Eng). 

The Mterwldcshlra balartan Andy 
Moles has signed a one-year contract 
to coach South Africans Superaport 
Champions; Free State, next wkitec 
The 37-yeer-old Opener has been ap- 
firsJ-team coach ki Bkrern- 
after working with their B 
squad for thB last two seasons; Motes 
wfl take up the offer before retuning 
home far his 13th season with War- 


wickshire. He is recovering from a se- 
rious Achiefi r^ury but hopes to be 
lit far the first championship match 
against Durham on 17 Apri 

Drugs in sport 
Lawyers far Six sports officiate ac- 
cused of hvofvernent in Ea8t Ger- 
mmyk doping programme asked a 
court n Bertn yesterday to ttirtiw out 
the case against them immadtelafy 


Today’s fixtures 


Football 

Z-f5witas9«fa(Bd 
EUROPEAN CUP WUeffiRS 1 CUP 
QUARTBr-ANAL SECOMVLEGS 

ClwUeeB) ■ Reel Beds B — 

Lee Moscow M » AEK Alheft* (CB (*^_ 
vm SluHgmt tn * Stevta Piegue (11 <M0) 
VlaeREB (T) » Rode JC Itokrede (11 —— 
RYUAN LEAGUE 

nand: Caaftaton v Maktenheed (73» 
AVON INSURANCE COUBMCTION FMC9 
vtahn: ttxwWi City v Chertan MNetC 
P3C% 


Crewe have signed the Nottingham 
Forest striker Steve Guitar on a 
manthfe loan. They have been look- 
ing for a striker since Dele Adebota 
enter this year, 
has made only two fid ap- 
pearances for Forest this season. 
The Crewe midfielder Gareth Whalley 
has been cafed up to the Repubfc of 
IreiarrisquadforVlfednesdayBfriend- 
ly against the Czech Rapiiifc in Oio- 
mouc. The at^eaKfal quaifiee for the 
Irish as his mother was bom fa DubSn 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Re- 
arranged fcdure*: Tue 31 Man Oktan v 
BristoTOty (bom B Mari. Tlie 21 Apn Lay- 
ton Orient v Scunthorpe (from 3 Jan;. Bib 
31 Mar Dartngton v Strowsbwy {trim 10 
Mb). Rf 10 Apr Chariton vRescing (Ham) 
(from Ti Apr). Too 28 Apr. Ttenmere v 
Sheffield Uto (from 7 AtoJ. Pooipoiwd fbt- 

baai: Set 4 Apr r 

IB Apr Cunfeto v 
Boumemouth. FA Carflng 
Postponed fixture: Sun 5 Apr Liverpool 
vAiaanaL 


: Crewe v awlfieia Utd. Set 
Utattord v 


Golf 

^ck Nicfoaus has accepted a specs* 
ewempbon, offered on Monday, to play 
In the US Open and extend his se- 
quence of successive majors to 14a 
This years Chemapof Czech Open, 
cneonheEuropeenTburt richest tour- 
naments, has bean cancelled at the 
request of the sponsors because of 

flood-mated dsasters In iha Czech Be- 
putofic last summer. The ES0QJ30O 
tournaments Staten the schedUatrorri 
6 to 9 August, COUid we! now go to 

the German Open at a venue to be 

decided, 

Hockey 

Guy FonJham. who England bady 
need far the* Wtarid Cup campaign in 
May but wl be mteahg because of Ha 
Anal medcalexama, was outrt a xfaig 
as the Army beat me RAF 3-1 in the 


THE TTUES RA YOUTH CUP Fttti round: 
Everton v fcawich Tbwn (70J. 

Rugby Union 

CLUB MATCH: Kafae v Langholm (zaji 

Basketball 

BUOWEKER LEAGUE: LonOan Leopards v 
Crystal PQlaca (730f. 

Other sports 

BOWLS: Wbmenta Brflteh Championmps 
(Daritegtan). 


first of the tmepSennces games at RAF 
Halt on yesterday, 

MTER-SERVICES TOURNAMENT (RAF 
Hafion): Hret Day: Man: RAF 1 Aimy a U- 
23: RAF 5 Army a Veteran*: RAF 5 Army 
a Womerr Royal Navy 0 Army & 

Ice hockey 

NHL: CKeago a Buffalo 3; Detroit 4 Ed- 
monton 3: Vancouver 4 Honda 2; Dates 4 
Los Angeles a 

Pools news 

UTTLEWOODS: Trotjfa ehanc*: 23pts 
a»MS, a Z1 E2B7 5: 20 L S-fa 

One result: Mptt (max) n472B3no Four 
dmwKE3aaQ Nn* homes: C&SERveaweyK 

E3025 (paid on tout 

VERNONS Itebie Change: 23 pis £4205425; 
22 C2P4 ; 21 E29BE. Premier 1&C432 Sl 
2E1TERS (cBvtdsnds for matches played 14 
March): Ttebto ebanew 23pts E&20&& 22 
£3aBa 21 £40a 20 EDEO Four drews: £3400 
Bght hoows: OJOO Four awns: ESOfiQ Afl 
thews trehto chance (tram 11 draw*): 23 
t£0S& 2? £«£5 Fbfr ftw £40 » Ureky 
numbera: 9 B 7 34 28 1& 

Rugby Union 

nrttmond yastertay suspended Uiesr 
W&tes aid British Lions forward, Scott 
Qtimal, for four matches. Quimel, Hie 
No 8, who has also been fined, was 

sent oh by Englsh referee Ed Morri- 
son during RJchmondS 30-17 AJSed 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

27 

The number of succes- 
sive years for which Essex 
have made a profit The 
county announced a sur- 
plus of E24J032 yesterday, 
fi4QOOO down on last year, 
the figures for wttch in- 
ducted capital gains on 
sale of Investments Sub- 
scriptions from 7(402 mem- 
bers^ wee £2Qp00 higher ai 
£341060 write proceeds 
from malchea increased by 
£19044 10 £200813 


Dunbar Premlerehqa victory over title 
contenders Newcastle last Saturday. 
The fonwWtaan rugby league play- 
er wifi mbs FGchmondfe Premiership 
games again&t Leicester on 2S March 


ship fixture wrth France on 5 Aprl 

ENGIANO A SQUAD (v Scotland A, Edbv 
btugh, toreomwi): BacfcK C Cattng (GkasV 
J teMwjUUt B Johaaon (Stos). O 
Chapnwn (ffctvnand), M Allen (Normoinp- 
ton).N GiMBntock (Wi^V U Stmw (Now- 
atsW R Buteid (Ba^FRfclawtfa (Umdon 
Irish). C Harrison (OneR) FOnrenhc G 
Chutar [Saracens} M Regm (Bafai V 
tatti} D Baraae (NawcasHS). N r 

c (Mfles twimoncn. R , 

P Sanderson (BaSal R U. 

Cterios (Richmbnd) rapt 

Sumo 

SPRING GRAND TOURNAMENT (Osaka): 
(11th day): K-Okutenha (titan 4. lost 71 bt 
Asenoaho (95); Aaat^yutska (7-^ bi Kitaka- 
chfaoN^G; Hananorotea^QblMalnouTi 


04) ; Aldnoshu (95) U Kotonawro (4-7)- M- 
tatzum (7-4) bl Ibmahaau^i (5-S! 1 . Mavtfohi- 
H (7-4) bl Go|ara (95); Ogn&nW (95) M 
AsanowaKa (5-5). ragmoun* (93) ta Kyo- 
kustvzan (4-7); Kotoryu (99) bt Terao (3-S): 
Aogvema (93) M TtaatonU H-D; 'teshincin- 
Oda (5-fl W Afcnashmi (95J. GUnya (34) bt 
SNktshlma (2-9). Cteyoa^s (7-41 « Kao (9 

5) ; Musoyairu (7-4| u KutonuhAi (4-7): 
MueasHmaro (7-4) bt Ibchrowaka (4-7): 
Wbkanohana (n-O) M Tosanouni (7-4), 
latanansrrt (7-J) «Hbfcarop|M . Ateocro 
(92) bl KMonuwako (S-Q 

Tennis 

Greg Rusedski, foe British No l has 
been seeded fifth for the Lfplan 
Championships at Key Becayne in 
Florida, starting today. The top eight 
marts saedngs fdflowr the world rank- 
ings for the tournament which boasts 
the biggest entry outside the Grand 
Stem events. Rusedski rose one place 
after reaching the final ot the 
Newsweek Champions' Cup in fatten 
Wfeia, Caflbmia last week. 


Win tickets to the 
Coca-Cola Cup final 
at Wembley 


Middlesbrough will be seeking revenge for their defeat in 
last season's FA Cup final when they meet Chelsea again 
at Wembley in the Coca-Cola Cup final on 29 March. 

Can Bryan Robson's team turn the tables on Gianluca 
Vnlfii men? 

The In for ma ti on Service is offering a pair of upper 
grandstand seats plus refreshments for one of English 
football's great showpiece occasions. To win the prize call 
0930-563442. and leave your answer to the following 
question. 

Which Middlesbrough player has just won a necaM 
to Glenn Noddle's England squad? 

Unas dose at midnight tonight. Calls cost 50p per minute 
at all times. Winners will be notified tomorrow. 

Please mate sure you leave a daytime telephone number 
on tine. 
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30/CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL 



Hill of dreams: One Man conquers his aversion to Cheltenham’s uphill finish as he comes home alone in yesterday’ll Queen Mother Champion Chase Phocograph: Peter jay 


Giant step for Man on a mission ni "° H ^ e 


Andrew Longmore samples the highs and blows of the Festival 
where two famous horses let their talent do the talking 


HUMBLE pic was not on the 
menu at Cheltenham yesterday, 
hut great dollops of it were be- 
ing served up in (he winners' en- 
closure. First, that great big 
teddy bear One Man strolled up 
the hill to rout the best two-mile 
specialists either side of the Irish 
Sea, bringing a smile os broad 
as the Cumbrian hills to the face 
of his trainer, Gordon Richards, 
am fined to barracks at his 
Grcysloke base. 

No sooner had the Queen 
Mother presented the £94,000 
prize to One Man's connections 
and ridden off in her golf bug- 
gy than the winners’ berth was 
filled by the most infamous 
horse in racing. Top Cccs, star 
of Court 13. silent witness in the 
celebrated ease of the Sporting 
Life v the Ramsdens. The press 
room waited for the Channel 4 
interview with scarcely dis- 
guised relish: "Tell us a little 
about this horse, Mrs Rams- 
u'en...” "Well, Derek..." 

One Man left emotions scat- 
tered across Cleeve Hid. This is 
the how.* who was scheduled to 
Jill the public vacuum left by the 
retirement or Desert Orchid all 
tin years ago only to suffer the 
disdain of the cognoscenti and 


the scorn of impecunious pun- 
leis. A park course champion, he 

was labelled, but not Presthury 
Park. Unbeatable round the flat 
acres of Kempton, heartless up 
the Cheltenham hOL *A question 
no one can really answer,” Nicky 
Richards, son of the trainer, said 
of the gaping hole in One Man’s 
curriculum vitae. 

One Man provided his own 
emphatic answer yesterday. 
There was no Cheltenham 
voodoo nor lade of guts. He had 
been entered in the wrong race 
all along. Twice a failure in the 
Gold Cup, he returned to a dis- 
tance not travelled since his 
novice hurdling days and tri- 
umphed with a swagger usual- 
ly reserved for the King George 
on Boxing Day. “He is a really 
high-class horse,” added Rich- 
ards. “We always knew he'd 
come back and win good races." 

One of Che doubters had to 
watch the procession from an 
uncomfortable distance. You 
could have forgiven Richard 
Dunwoody the sideways glance 
he gave the video rerun of the 


finish as he returned an the well- 
beaten Irish chaflenger, fOairon 
Davis. “Nothing would surprise 
me about One Man," the for- 
mer champion had said in the 
morning. “Wb*ve had some 
great times together." In the 
winners' enclosure, Brian Hard- 
ing barely had enough breath to 
explain the twists and turns 
which had led him to the great- 
est day of bis riding career and, 
in the way of National Hunt rac- 
ing, to the swift erasure of the 
darkest year of his life. 

Resigned to watching the 
race at home on television, an 
injury to his best friend. Tbny 
Dobbin, brought him a phone 
call at Sedgefield on Tuesday, 
a gruff message from Gordon 
Richards - “don’t let me down, 
will you" -and an armchair ride 
with a difference. Par most of 
last year, Harding was compul- 
sorily laid off by the Jockey Club 
having suffered severe concus- 
sion in a folL His time bad been 
spent “doing his two”, in racing 
parlance, on cold mornings at 
Richards’s yard and, as he rode 


out One Man, ima g inin g a day 
like yesterday. “Gordon stood 
by him like a father," Michael 
Caulfield, head of the Jockeys’ 
Association, said. 

The story of the race is sim- 
ply told. From the tape. One 
Man and Ask Ibm turned a 
champions’ field into a private 
dueL For half a circuit, they 
matched thrilling strides until the 
favourite broke, hampered by an 
“interrupted preparation" ac- 
cording to Ibm Thte, his train- 
er, leaving One Man to tadde the 
hifl atone. “We were going a right 

gallop and I wondered bow long 
we could keep it up,” Harding 
said. “But I gave him a little 
breather going up the hill and 
when he quickened again, 1 
thought, Tfthey pass me, theyTl 
be doing well here.’ Or Royal 
came closest, but four lengths 
was still a handsome response to 
the critics. Further back in fifth 
place came the valiant Viking 
Flagship, who will now enjoy a 
well-deserved retirement. 

Dun woody’s moment was 
not long delayed. But the cheers 


which greeted a handsome vic- 
tory by Florida Rrari m the Roy- 
al & SunAiliance Chase most 
have resembled a dirge for the 
boo kmakers. Istabraq, Unsink- 
able Boxer on St Patrick’s Day; 
French Holly, a deeply impres- 
sive winner of the Royal & 
SunAJHance Hurdle, and Flori- 
da Pearl yesterday. “One of the 
worst days I’ve ever known at 
Cheltenham,” Victor Chandler, 
one of the biggest rails book- 
makers, said on the opening 
night, which perhaps explains 
the niggardly 8-1 offered on the 
WUhe Mullins- trained Florida 

Pearl for the 1999 Gold Cup. 
Another eloquent day for die 
talking horses today and fire 
bookmakers will be left speechr 
less as well as penniless. 

The final thought, however, 
on a breathtaking Festival day 
should belong to a detached ob- 
server of the big race. Forced to 
retire from the saddle after a car 
crash, Frannie Woods had to 
watch the big screen by the pad- 
dock instead of partnering Kla- 
iron Davis. “I just felt 
desperate,” he said. Kte was talk- 
ing about the race, but he could 
easily have meant the whole, 
tortuous, ritual of the Festival. 


earner by 
Top Cees 

By Greg Wood 


AS SOMEONE pointed out af- 
terwards, the biggest surprise 
about the success of Top Cees 
in the Coral Cup Handicap 
Hurdle at Cheltenham yester- 
day was that the horse at the 
head of tiie weights. Allegation, 
did not finish second. Just a few 
weeks ago, Tip Cees was the fo- 
cus of a dramatic libel action in 
the High Court, during which 
Derek Thompson, the Channel 
4 presenter, daimed that Eeren 
Fallon, the champion Flat jock- 
ey, had admitted stopping Tbp 
Cees in a race at Newmarket in 
1995. Yesterday, the horse re- 
claimed his place in the head- 
lines, while the Channel 4 crew- 
kept their distance. 

The libel action, which fas- 
cinated the racing world for al- 
most three weeks in February, 
ended in victory for Fallon, 
Lynda Ramsden, Tbp Cees’ 
trainer, and her husband. Jack. 
They had sued the Sporting 
Life over an allegation that 
they had been “cheating” when 
the horse finished fifth in the 
Swaffham Handicap at New- 
market in 1995. Jhe claim was 
published following Tbp Cees’ 
easy win in the Chester Cup, a 
few weeks after the Swaffham. 
They won their case, and were 
awarded a total of almost 
£200.000 in damages. 

As a result, Tbp Cees is pos- 
sibly the most famous horse in 
training, though not, it would 
seem, the most popular. There 
were boos sprinkled amid the 
applause as the horse returned 
to the imsacUfling enclosure, and 
his reception was, by Festival 
standards, a muted one. Tbp 
Gees started at 21-2, although 
the Tote paid almost 17-L 

The Ramsdens were under- 
standably ddjgfrted with the suo- 
oess, for which Barry Fenton, his 
jockey, deserves much credit. 
Fenton was towards the rear for 
most of the race, but timed his 
challenge to perfection, hitting 
the front as they jumped tile fi- 
nal flight. 

“Top Cees is ihe love of my 
life after Jack," Lynda Ramsden 
said. “He is such a comical char- 
acter. We only have two 
jumpers, so it is great for a Flat 
trainer to be able to take on tiie 
best National Hunt trainers.” 

Jack Ramsden, who is well 
known for ins substantial and 
successful raids on the betting 
ring, said that he had had “a lit- 
tle bit” on Tbp Cees, bat “I just 
wanted to see him do it He is 
one of the family and he's been 
a good earner in many ways.” 

Channel 4 television, sever- 
al of whose employees gave ev- 
idence in the libel trial, did not 
request an interview with the 
winner’s connections. 

Tbp Cees is not expected to 
rua ewer hurdles again this sea- 
son and may now attempt to win 
the Chester Cup for a third time 

at the ootmse’s big May meeting. 
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TOTE CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP 


3m. 2'M Chetanhem 
11/4 Dorans Prida 
1(1 Sea More Business 
7/1 Cytrorgo 
Sri Rough Quest 
ion Suny Bay 
1211 Addington Boy 
1 2/1 Go Ballistic 
18ft Strang Promise 
25/1 Barton Bank 
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25/1 Chaflenger du Luc 
25(1 Cool Dawn 
28/1 CouWnt Be Better 
33/1 Simply Dashing 
66/1 Senor B Betrutti 
66/1 Strath Royal 
158/1 Indian Tracker 
150/1 Yorkshire Gale 
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ELITE RACING CLUB TRIUMPH HURDLE 


Cm. it Cftotanham 2.00pm. Live on CH4. 


WZZaferabad 
5/1 Darapour 

7/1 Buddy Marvel 
7/1 Rainbow Frontier 
Iflfl Nomadic 
11/1 City Hall 
T2Z1 Iran County Xmas 
14/1 The French Fum 
14/1 Upgrade 
IB/1 Rainwatch 
20/1 Snow Dragon 
25/1 Supply Ami Demand 
33/1 Vent cTAout 


40/1 Scoss 
50/f Amrtflfl 
50/1 Kris Green 
50/1 Real Estate 
50/1 Robbo 
66/1 Another Night 
66/1 Run fling de Ge/rsy 
68/1 Tough Act 
66/1 Tyrolean Dream 
106/1 Swing west 
150/1 Copper Shefl 
1S0/1 Sftalaal 
iso/i WontcostahAhut 
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Sunk punters swept up 
in the thrill of winning 


PEOPLE who have never 
risked anything on a horse - 
and lost, and cursed, and 
shouldered back through the 
milling throng to bet the next 
race - will never understand 
whal it is that makes the sport 
so fascinating, so esnting. 

Uneducated as many of 
us are in the process of selec- 
tion, usually serving up our 
worldly goods in failed at- 
tempts at inflicting superficial 
wounds on the bookmaking 
fraternity, racing isn't just 
about cashing a bet or (most 
commonly in my case) tearing 
up a ticket. 

The feted Irish punter J P 
McManus is thought to have 
taken £500,000 out of the ring 
when his colours were carried 
home brilliantly by Istabraq in 
the Champion Hurdle on 
Tuesday. Bin, in tbe main, any- 
body who supposes that bet- 
ting on horses can be made to 
pay on a regular basis should 
check the cost of storing their 
furniture. 

Some specimens of the 
breed love to suffer. It seems 
that they arc never happier 
unless they are miserable - 
shiny in the seat and tissue- 
thin in the sole, unable to find 
a winner to bade, stony broke 
and sulking hopelessly deep- 
er into debt 

A celebrated American 
night-dub performer, the late 
Joe E Lewis, built an act 
around las gwriding addition. 
Coming on stage to a ay of 
“Post time”, he would scatter 



KEN JONES 


two handfuls of losing tickets 
into the audience and shout, 
“A thousand bucks for props”. 

Lewis’ near namesake, the 
great world heavyweight 
champion, Joe Louis, was 
once prompted to imagine 
the riches that would have 
come his way in tbe modern 
era. “Just bigger bets," he 
said wearily, “jua bigger bets." 

Big bets or .small, horse 
players can get no more valu- 
able advice than to steer dear 
of unreliable witnesses (jock- 
eys figure prominently in this 
category) and stick with the 
plan they set out with, ignor- 
ingall subsequent information. 

Imiure to observe this ftra- 
damental role led tomy down- 
fali on Tuesday when seeking 
winners to go with a tickle at 
Istabraq that turned out hap- 
pfly. From being finn in the be- 
lief that Martin Pipe would win 
the Arkle with Champleve 
and the last with Unsmkable 
Boxer I was put off by con- 
versation. 

However, Istabraq’s splen- 
did victory and the sentiment 

that surrounded it made up for 


the financial disappointments. 
Not since Dawn Rim’s hero- 
ic triumph in the 1986 Gold 
Cup has there been such cel- 
ebrations at Prestbuiy Park, 
more moist eyes in the un- 
saddling enclosure. 

A friend, who would not 
take kindly to identification, 
was on Istabraq at odds bet- 
ter considerably than the 3-1 
starting price, but his anxiety 
before the race wasjust as oss- 
ify explained by an emotional 
attachment to the horse’s con- 
nections, especially its hugely 
talented young trainer, Aidan 
O’Brien. 

This touches on an aspect 
of racing that seldom registers 
with the general public. Think- 
ing back to Dawn Ron’s suc- 
cess, the sight of Jonjo. O’Neill 
drivings brave mare up Chel- 
tenham’s punishing Ml, I re- 
member the joy expressed by 
a man whose bet was sunk. 
"What a performance,” he 
bellowed, pounding my back 
in excitement, “what a bloody 
performance". 

Similar expressions of ad- 
miration came 'from losing 
punters on Tuesday when 
Charlie Swan pressed the bnt- 
ton taking Istabraq dear ter win 
by 12 lengths and justify 
O’Brien's belief that there 
was nothing in the race that 
could live with the favourite. 

One thought was that even 
people who deem an interest 
in racing evidence of arrested 
development would have 
found tbe right thrilling .' 
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Pride to ride on wave of emotion 


THIiRE b promise of a further 
heart-rending Irish story in the 
Cheltenham winners’ enclo- 
sure this afternoon. While Tues- 
day and Istabraq's Champion 
Hurdle was as much about the 
deceased John Durban as any 
of the living connections, Do- 
rans Pride in the Gold Cup is 
also associated with a man who 
will never again take an active 
part in the horse’s career. 

Shane Broderick used to 
ride Dorans Pride with boldness 
and success until it all ended at 
Fairyhouse last Easter. Riding 
a horse called Another Dead- 
ly. Broderick was fired into the 
earth so seriously that his spine 
was irreparably damaged. He is 
now confined to a wheelchair. 

Dorans Pride has had dread- 
ful moments of his own. In 1996 
the nine-year-old was almost 
ferried into another world when 
ravaged by an attack of colic. A 
tug-of-war length of intestine 
was removed from his guL 
Dorans Pride is now happi- 
ly restored and, each time he 
wins a race, the name of Brod- 
< erick is invoked. If the chestnut 
captures the Blue Riband much 
' of the glory will be funnelled to- 
wards his former partner. And 
his chance is obvious. 

Dorans Pride is already a 
Festival winner. He won the 


Richard Edmondson expects a casualty of 
the sport to be given a golden tribute today 

Stayers’ Hurdle of 1995 when 
ridden by a 20-year-old Brod- 
erick having his first ride since 

losing his apprentice allowance. 

It was a fim Festival winner 

also for the formidable Michael 
Hourigan. The trainer might ^ 
on the small side, but he has a 
pugilistic look about him and if 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Dorans Pride 
(Cheltenham 3.15) 

NB: Upgrade 
(Cheltenham 2 . 00 ) 

you tried to be nasty he’d prob- 
ably make a mess of yoor pelvis. 

Hourigan has developed 
Dorans Pride into one of the 
most potent weapons in these 
islands. He was third in the Gold 
Cup last year when still a novice 
and now attempts to become 
ooly the second Irish winner of 
the race since 1986. 

There will certainly be no 
shortage of vocal encourage- 
ment The gelding is owned by 
Tom Doran, one of 14 children, 
most of whom will gather at 
Prestbuiy Park today. Doran is 
now an affluent building con- 
tractor in London, though he 


does not let money and own- 
ership of a great horse make 
him too aloof. At weekends he 
can be found pulling puts at the 
hotel owned by his girlfriend's 
family. Tbday the Dorans will all 
be pulling for one horee. 

The Irish horse’s chance is 
hardly compromised by the 
ground. The New Course win al- 
most certainly ride good when 
the smoke comes out of the re- 
volver today, but this will not in- 
convenience Dorans Pride as 
much as several rivals. 

The principal one. See More 
Business, would certainly like 
more juice underfoot He is 
aiming to become only the sixth 
horse to win both the King 
George VI Chase and the Gold 
Cup in the same season. As the 
otters indude Arkle and Desert 
Orchid, a special place is glit- 
tering in the mountains for him. 

The information from his 
camp is that Timmy Murphy wall 
ride the horse fairly dose to the 
pace. Connections believe See 
More Business has improved 
since last season and indeed be 
needs to have done. During the 
last campaign he was beaten 
twice by Dorans Pride. 


See More Business’s latest 
victory was in this setting in Jan- 
uary s Pfllai Chffie, when he had 
Cyborgo as his nearest pursuer. 
As- that runner-up is thought by 
his trainer, Martin Pipe, to 
have since unproved greatly he 
has a chance, though, again, the 
going is against him. 

Charlie Brooks is doubly 
represented, but the best of the 
pair may not be the most obvi- 
ous. Suny Bay is yet another 
who would not choose this go- 
ing and he has also bear rushed 
to get here. The Gold Cup 
may transpire to be his Grand 
National preparation race. 

Couldnt Be Better worked 
well with his stablemate re- 
cently and he is one, at least, cer- 
tain to enjoy the puffs of smoke 
thrown up from the drying 
grass. As he was third in this 
contest two years ago to Impe- 
rial Call, he has credentials to 
run into a place at long odds. 

For the win portion of the 
betting slip there can be only 
one selection. It is the one 
which will induce the greatest 
cheering, the one that will swirl 
together both j"y and a certain 
sadness. For the second time 
this Festival we are going to wit- 
ness a greatly poignant moment. 
DORANS PRIDE (nap 3.15) is 
about to win the Gold Cup. 



See More Business Pride’s rival Photograph: Robert Haltam 




Cheltenham 


HYPERION 

2.00 Buddy Marvel 4.30 SubRme Fellow 

2.35 Buckhouse Boy (nb) 5.05 Jack Doyle 
3.15 Go Ballistic 5.40 Bama Boy 

3.55 FANTUS (nap) 


Raton looted rtgrt far todays task whan ha betted home from Prktael at Ascot In Do- 
center. rite toipreertvavtavtagatoedtotae mud but toddyb Raton la probably 7 
bettor on Ms states. Ocean How* Is a tough sort who bus won plenty a races an 


GOING: Good. 

• Left-hand galoptagoourawtt stiff tence&UpMruvii of 340yd. 

• Couse b tn N of town off M35. Bug Ink from Chel te nha m Spa ral ancon {served by 
Bristol ftmngham and London. Padteigtan) an. ADMISSION: Sdd out 

• LEADING FESTIVAL THAI WHS: M Pipe — 9 wtners from OS rumors ghee a suc- 
cess ratio of fir*., D Meta Ison 7 from 71 (98*): E O’Grady 4 bom 6 (211%); R Ainer 
2 from 8 {29*). 

• LEADING FESTIVAL JOCKEYS: R Dunwoody 6 wtas from 49 (E2%): C Sm 8 ten 
92 (9.7%); N WIHIamson 5 from 32 (SS%); A P McCoy 4 from 35 (1UR5) 

• FAVOURITES: 203 wiw h 531 races ( 3 & 2 %) 

BLINKERB) FIRST TIME: Real Estate. Swing West (200): Desert Mountain $40). 


ground so he Is gang to be a herd to beet So gone agate when beaten a head by Mghty 
Moeetoeta Jreuuy. ha meets the Nfchotanhoraa on 8b batter wrrea. Wtftry Mo® 
was squeezed far room at Hnydodt end is cretatoy bettor than the 294englh deficit wfth 
fYnuri I tart will retell fWin nnnprata torkhnirainayttBp roi xi atw i laiii ili Hfip rt 
wflti wins at Sandown and Kempton late month. He beat Gyroart on test ground at Kemp- 
ten laaMhn* but tHa pair wl need to hptove orate and be true stoyere to beat the two 
prtadpab. Commancha Court wimer ot the Trunph Hunto last year, la the dork home 
In the race hartig never run beyond two mtes. Beaten wffli a big weight at Newttoy last 
time, this race rarely goes te a suspect stayer. Friendship was beaten by Buckhousa 
Boy at Sandown last tma and Is Sfc worse off hers, wtia Prtaceftri Ib another with a 
toijjh task after Mrtting 8) tegfts behind Buckhotaa Boy at Sandown. But to butt ttwae 
handcappen cannot be eoqiectad to ttvaatanPeddytiRatim or Ocean Hawk. BpieiwSd 
Thyne te ana of the mote p m gieaa h ro hondk a ppere but Ttery Caaeyta charge has nev- 
er won on ground he te Atey to ancowitar today: Selection: WUXTfS RETURN 


te Dancestoc A 4ta pte abated make al (he deference The weights gdng up "Ob amrrigftt 
ham dm Tldabrook more torom then mote and he te |ust 3Q> off the mtetaun wWch 
kxdudes a pcny3te penalty tor hia damoHon Job oiMteterOddy on aoft ground at Now- 
bwy B days aga The process ha hat mods shoo ticking about ii smsl races te Perth 
and Ukstetat last bacteand te Wte short of phenomenal and ha la Tto hatter h here com- 
pared to futira handcapa. Selection: TDffiROOK 


3.55 


CHRISTIES FOXHUNTERS CHASE (CLASS B) 
E25, 000 added 3m 2f1 10yds 


5 0 5 | CATHCART CHALLENGE CUPCHASE (CLASS B)£45J)00 

■2FFB1 MULLIGAN (34) (D) (Lady htoitf 0 teftatai 8 ft 7 A 

It m CAUMQWU>(iq(tq(Hurt&CoU4PNEMk8Tia TJ 

■1210 DR LHJNT (40) (Pete EmetjJP Hobbs 7 113. 


DP -111 JACKD0Vl£(4a)(C0)(MiUxMc4N'Mten{MB71l3 
lOfadBUS. 


820-1 LAfRy IQOGHT (131) (ADVMtalJC 

4POZ HAHLEFf*)fCD)(Ej^Bta™taiPartarefa)NTtetavOwta8n3. 


/1B4 OBAN (61) (Lad FtarOrjgton) fclssH Krttftfl T 1 0- 
0-111 CQ£STDU-CHOR(40){D)fitaC«Ktt9yl«s) JLBr* 8 C& 
32TTt2 CYHMNAUA{«0)CTpF)pAJDhnS(riMftM5I)8. 

-«l 


JLPMcCoy 


2.00 


ELITE RACING CLJUB TRIUMPH HURDLE (Grade 
1) (CLASS A) £45,000 4YO 2m If 

5021 AHOTHBt NIGHT (5) (D) (Swaar tortnertop) P Itaptiy 11 0 HI 

TUFT BUDDY UARVH.(1^{D)(R0gckn)0 Garwood no PCartary 

ZFfl CnYHAri(40)(D)(ltaflFKeySMsVWhftj)MsVWM110 H Thornton 

5P23 COPPBiaeL HO) (Gather Equn^)* 5 LJBi«J HO BPowol 

2t DARAPOUH»3)yPMcMariB)APOBWi|W)nD .CFSwre 

Ci IRON COUNTY XMAS (39) (hnCautfy Ferns) DWteUM no NWUareon 

a KRS GHS) pG) (P M Cat) L Lingo tl 0 RSappte 

tin nomadic (1 1 )(DPShBitey]N Mead) (H) it a R D u nwoody 

mu HAINBOWFRONT1B)(BmCD State) M Pips l>0 JtPMeOoy 


2 

3 

4 

5 
G 
1 
8 
9 

V nF RAMVMTCH (34) (D) (Ms A C Fanartj U Ape n 0 C 

n 41220 REAL ESTATE (19) (D) (Mb J Hafcfl D MrixXson n 0 R Johnson B 

C tc R0S8O(42)(UsDScar«i)UsMRewiByna — ^PNkrai 

13 FH33P RUNNING DE CEIBSY (82) (D) (P A Deal) M ftpe tl 0 „....T Jltarphy 

ft «iF SC0S5 (25) (U A Ryan) TWSsh (M| n 0 MrRwitefa 

6 G2 SKALAALp3)(EKno*ta5)MChapiann0 WWaWngton 

6 SNOW DHAGON (2S) (BF) (Mbage SyndcSe) N Maeda (tl) n 0 


1 

221-0 AR08R8WAN (3B) (C C BrmetlJ J Porlai 11 60. . 

_lteR«tofey 

2 

U-B2II DBfrl&D(2^ fl iddhyirfcp C Mc&DtMy^ 7 'BO— 

■ MrlBiaii— 

4 

urn BB3amu»d(1^CTUPktatax^EBa6e(W)«80 

IkEfioto 


^1-22 MMltk»{E>HCO) (JAK^Uky) fl DitJOi H t20 

_ f*-P Faton 

7 

20n STAY H TOUCH (IQ (B Brariar) J COMb M 8 6 id 

IkDCnUto 

8 

IM ™OTOPS(4CO(Q(D)(RHHtegBB)J4BR\rtctey8eO 

— JtoaSVktonr 


20-12 MLBAR p9)(W R 004 W Road (kl) 900. 


JkJC.ml 


v 

17 TO SUPPLY AM) DEMAND (19) pj (BF) (Ackh) G L Mocre ii 0 MAFkzgnU 

« 200 SMNG WEST (33) (D) (HF) |N Gtym) P Eates n 0 D Byrne B 

« 2 Birn THE FHBtCH RTOE ( 21 ) (CD) U brc & Parrere) M H 0 JVnrat 

2D 3204 TOUGH ACT (W) (D)(te3 fl Doe^ MsAPanii n 0 GBrodhy 

21 02 TYROLEAN DREAU (28) (P Hater) M txryME 11 0 A Thorton 

22 PElt UPfflADE (27) (D) (M Aictw & Mss J Boatful) N TworOate n 0 CU e a et y n 

23 TO ZAFAHABAO (34) (CO) (Vta Sana Bjres) D Mdxteon n 0 AMagufee 

& mz AMITGEpe) (D) (P Late H Laka) M Ppa 0 9 Rlfaghn 

2 IB VENT HADUT (77) (D)(BF)(Ste Racing Ckh)MRpeB 9 JEnra 

26 U3E23 WONTCOSTAUJTBUT (71) (WfcrxcostattPannerpip) UWMbcti D8 W teuton 

-28 tteobmd- 

BETT1NG: 4-1 Zteetead, 8-1 Dvapour. S-1 RMh FronBsr. 10-1 Iran Cmmty ftnas. 12-1 Bufl- 
dy UanoL Chy Hal. Nannie. 14-1 Raharotch, Upgrade, 20-1 Saow Dragon. T» Fianeh Raze, 
2S-1 Real Estate. Supply And Damand, 50-1 others 
1997 CamBndiaCourt4 n 0 N WBarvon 9-1 (T WNsh. H) 2B rai 
FORM GUIDE 

ZAFARABAO looks in a dffemni league to Ns 25 nvete. It has been easy tar Nm so tar 
with whs a Kempton. on thte couse and at Neatawy: and he *«a powering over Rate- 
watch (two wns to the mud) at Newbury when that rival fta a the last David Nchobon 
rates him up mere wrthte wry best hutAers. Buddy Marvel has looked pacey at Don- 
caster and Kempton, but the teeing <s on this toughw come Zabrabad wl tutstay him. 
The French Furze can go realy wel on this ground. Jonrtnan Lower takes Ihe ride with 
Tonv McCoy aboard Rainbow Frontier, who has hb flret run far Marin after the 
tau wire lor fatten OBntn in the mud - scmeWnfl ha ten* going ®get today. The French 
Furae trotted up here n Novwnber and Ppe world tee netting better than to gva Low- 
er a Festive) winner. Rtohard Dutwoody Q at his bast ticking together these yang ftor- 
dters and NomwAc lm*s sure to be there tor Demwl VWd after the two whs wth Duwoody 
aboard. Danpow and Charte Swan writ have a falowing alter the Flat wins. A wmer te 
Leopardstown on hfe second hurdles start. Ns term was given okjveTy boost when the 
second Iron County Xmaa. who meets Oarapou on 6to bteter terms, won by 15 lengths 
te Leopardstown newt time Selection: ZAFARABAO 


m-q GRMEYGALE09}(RMR*a)MJrtzonB119 : ^AWMe 

It 1 /ltl- JKTMEpS)HHugfiaNJftegiaBi19 MrHMim 

-TldscM- 

BETTINft M Bqaot Lord, 4-1 Eadnomi; M Fteitoa 10-1 Stay In -fatal, 14-1 Jgtkra, Wtiba; 
18-1 Grimtey Gala, 25-1 Ftahtog Stete, 3M Rnotepte 90-1 otiwrt 
«97: Fanta O C 0 1* T Ukhte 0-1 (R BartM) « ran 

FORM GUIDE 

FanhM and ELEGANT LOK3 hate donwiated thta race sine* 085. when the kiah-tntinad 
horse starlfeig hot favoute. baied In third behind Rtehanf Barberte 20-langth wvrar. Fan- 
tus missed the whtee of 19B6, which toft Bagent Lord to jitedfy torourtttem te the e^enae 
of Cool Dawn and Keny Ortrtd, and It wes Begam Lord who woe absent last year whan 
-Fanfaa came bade with a game defeat of Cab On Target Now an Tl -year-aid, Pantus has 
had two runs this yav to put hbn apot on. He ovsroame gyouid tester then he cam far 
12 months ago, but with it drying out again conations shaid be much mors to fawxr of 
the year younger Elegant Lord Ha has won a* INea starts in tretoxl tNs season, two 
potot-to-pototB and a Nrtar chase teLeopaidslowt\ where ha two length dsteat oi)*w- 
vlouswirvierWB»rgBvenorealtoticallonofhis9upartarttyWtosrhadwonhtepravi- 
ous race on heary ®outo te Faryhousai boating Lucky Town and 9tay In 'touch a length 
and a half and half a length. Apart from bemg a stone batter to, Slay In Touch has gone 
on to win his nagri two starta He looks a danger, but the home tede are wet represent- 
ed by Earthmover. wMe Scottish mare JtgtJme, irtoeatan to al tou hunter chases wfl 
give a good account of hareeK It tedtflalt to know whether It to Fanu or Earlhmomr 
who te ffchard Barbette main hepa Both took to hare an equal chance, baceusa If H was 
not lor a fal tost lane out this season Earthmover wotid be utoeaten to Ns late 10 tearls 
and te open to knprovement. B a l ac t ta n. ELEGANT LORD 


BETTWG: 1V4 Cytor Mtaa, lt)0-30 Jwk Deyto, 9-2 IMIgs^ S -1 CshnftN Cbofc »-1 DtImbL 
14-1 Uvtey KaW*. 16-1 Cdtog W9d, Otwc, Sdl tester 
G97: Spariry Gate 7 11 8 B Storey 3-1 (or (C Iterita) 1) tin 
FORM GUIDE 

Things Just have not gora IhtfgarTa way atoce he tol tow out when favourite tar tost 
yearte AMa He was again on toe Boar with The race sewn ip te Ainbee end he has hod 
two craehtog lalB tha season. wtM) led to htoi batog put book (Mr Iwita. MuNgarfa 
run agtonst stabtomato VWng Ftegship at Erater Qunped wel) fiat ttow out shows how 
good ha can be and he is tteteig on vfrtual novices on tonurabto terns. Ttal as wta as 
he Ib treated It rematos to be seen how ha tares on his return to fanose and JACK DOYLE 
te the safer option, selected to run itotohte Sandown farm with Cytor Mafta and Dr Le- 
aot Jack Doylawaaa daoant hunfar In Ms day and l»a started to luMhia potential teroe 
being put war fences this season. rtSBBsyLuteowwto was qufcWytolowBd by another 
topraarive success here end he haehada itte btete r a toce c o mpfeing the hteWckteSandown 
only e week later. Held 14 ) Last at Sandown wHe Dr Leunt ted moat of the donkey work, 
■fa* Doyle was not produced will the final fence and then hted Cytor MaSttfc rene we d 
short teter the ladte hai been outpaced Jurrptng the second tote. That being otey the 
second rui in this coutry from Cytor Malta totoromment can be erqiected and thto eSffsr 
tag of stantoewN also be to Ns advantage Whether or not he tuns the tables there may 
not be much between them agten.Cetowal Chrtr Is a vrondartJy teutfi mare who has 
done al that has been asked of her to three atwnpe over isncaa As popubr a wtoner 
as she woiAd be tita to by far her stttfeet test 

SatacEon: JACKDOTLE 


5.40 


VINCENT O’BRIEN COUNTY HANDICAP HURDLE (Grade 
3) (CLASS A) £30,000 added 2m If 
SE 2 STARRAGEpq(C 0 )(JQBiUAbe 4 MJDhnBtiiB-ni) D 


4.30 


CHELTENHAM GRAND ANNUAL HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B) £35,000 added 2m 110yds 

flOIP CtAGFBAN CHALLENGE (40) (D) (Cuihrtan hrkoaat^ T EateBtby 9 Tl W. LWysr 

U43-S TME«RMTWUT{<7)(Q{ClilBariaPartateto)RPhipe9117 JtDmmody 

32GU3 fUWG INSTRUCTOR (19) (D) (Lady P Abtte 8 ri 7 JAKCarthy 

1-304 MOAN JOCKEY (96) (D) (SM Mm») MPpa 6 *7 CIMtea 

P^lri EDREDON BLEU (28) (D) Um Lens) Mss H Kn0t ti 11 6— A P McCoy 

216-3 UGKTBMG LAD ( 12 ) (D) (Rdanf Ftefencn) J K<g V 11 S W Hasten 

WWF NBREET (19) (CD) (I bi y Wtewr ) P Httbs B B 4 CFSesn 

-36532 DOVWJT HE FBX (47) (D) (Ms S Jt/mcr) J H Jt^nscn 0 Tl a ASStotb 

32422 NKTER ODOY (13) (CO) (BF) (Ms RMH)J King 1269 R, 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 2210 NORDANCEPRMCE (B)(0) (PrtsQyrn8Lasn4MssVWaarm7D7. SMBy(7) 

® TBJK MStAMBA (28) (CD) (MPButteDeMtapmeno)DNchd3m6 D7 RJteaaen 

11 D0552 «DV0CAT(11)(HiyiSMRBta|tNIMan805 PCtetany 

e 38-16 SUPSITOP (US) (D)gB^(ttaB lingo) L lingo f>« 4 RSappte 

13 -6502 OeSBTT MGUMTMN (40) (D BF) (Esy Mark Pfehp) N Ctebtfan 5 n 4 R Hughes B 


03*031 BLOBIMflMND(^ (D) (PADete] M PT»5fl 8(704 A P McCoy 

MHO Iffl P5K7Y (33) (OJ) (Fsto Ftosarttte nttw 5 Sai) J GftnJ 7 tl /. PKkte 

4M-2D BAflNA BOV (91) (CD) 84 m Man) N Handeson 6 11 6 HA 

PSW LDPStA B1) (Shteh Aimed N .toAcun) D Nchctecn 5 Tl 3. A 

1050 MDEFENCE(Sq|C0)9ndteLiteMnJRtowi7«6 RDrwadody 

100*3 NAHRAWAU (5) (□) (C F Spanonhenk) G L Moos 7 6 12 UBMefateorp) 

■3301 P0U/DAMAS{14){D)(MBaasa|KBafeyeoe — ~_N — 


-oral HfMCA«UWp4)(DBF)P*8lteFWBWnans)Dlfcnc(son706_ JtThomtan 

Q1F54 StEBI GRSI DESEFTT (IS) (D) (D C ttecw) 0 9ierwood 7 08 PCartMfly 

-14302 BUSLAffi FBIDW (19) (D) (R UcQWn) N HncfeOTi 865 JIAF5zgeraid 

BARNAGEERABOT(84)p)(H^(IAsCSWte*) WJsda9 U4 CDtramlyc 

TlDfflROOK (13) (D) (H Vitoams) K _ ' 


MW 


)KBteay8O30a>). 


2.35 


BONUSPR1NT STAYERS HURDLE (Grade 1) 
(CLASS A) £85.000 added 3m 110yds 


. -Mr RVtetoh 
M ARtzpnted 
. APHcCoyB 
RkFHtesby 


1 F21TO BUCKHOUSE BOV (Ifl (0) (Bantry Boys) 0 Nchtejon 8 II tl 

2 11-26 COUMANCHE COURT (33) (C) (D F Desmond T Vlbtei (HI 5 Tl 6 

3 F-TIFO FHIENDSliP (4H (T BertWtWI Bom) N Henttestn 8 tl 6 

4 TO 212 OYSAHTfig) (CD}(BF)(MrsRCobbteSMFtpe 9 11 6 — ... 

5 22-20 WGHTYHOSS(54)(Cpj(KHua^ONeWtol7B » 

6 00-221 OCEAN HAWK (5*)(D) (M ArdwfJ Boaduril N TMsSjvtewei 6 tl 10 C 

7 1-256 MDOr 8 RETURN( 54 )(C)(P)(BF)(PODcmd 8 FIA»teiy 6 T 1 tl... . N« 

8 «a PH1NCEFUL (40) (C) (R Hthns) Iks J Rtnan 7 11 O— RRnatf 

9 -erm SPLBOO THYNE (26) (JGtewncnJT Casey 611 6 -WManton 

-Bdadand- 

BETTING: 7-4 Ftoddyto Return. 4-1 Ocean Hate, 7-1 RBgMy UraaJM atadiousa Soy, Gysvt, S|*m- 
ted Thyra, 10-1 Commancha Court, 14-1 PrtocaM, 33-1 Frtmdamp 
1997 . kartev 7 n 6 JO»ome 20 -i (Mas H Kr*H 17 rw 
FORM GUIDE 

PADDYT5 RETURN s the favouite - as he wib te Haydock last ime when beaten three- 
quarters of a length by Ocean Hawk in a tewrty rui race. With the yard on a Ngh after 
FVaitei Holy fc wn ywstertfcry Paddy e Ftetum can rtvarsa the farm - and he wd be a stronger 
horse tNs tme alter the thid to KarsN n the race last year when Ocean Hawk ran way 
below term when tried m Makers. Winner of the Triumph Hurtee two years aga Paddyte 


a 

3 

4 

5 

8 

7 

8 
9 

6 
ft 
e 
6 
M 

6 21-231 KM1SAn{l9)(D){RPX*m)Pnih«t>l HMBhip) 

62F3332 ZABAffl(2l)(D)(LariyHarrslDMchefcCTi6 60 AMa^rlrvB 

V F IfW EABHCA70R (37) (D) (James □emerto) tosA Naugron V. DO C O'Dwyer 

6 22MG3 MOR5RXX{n)(D)(MstiFutato1)nHcdges860 TDreeurta 

6 3K3G NASKVUESTARpq(D)(MteMtfhetaRltetew7O0 SCumoV 

-IBdadarwd- 

MWtw: roa Ttoewte^at-Ztewte ter m. ftoncaarw )3b MoreJortSte ms, Natenteaster ter «. 
BETTING: KErtoMkmBtoo, 4-1 TkMmok, 8-1 Baraaffara Boy, 12-1 TbneVtoriTWte,Mmicane 
lamp. Nteysari. 1*-1 Combrian DuA e n g n , KBirete, Mstm Qddy; SuMmo Fa8ow, 16-1 o6mw 
697- itode Etae 12 ft 4 G ftateay 20-1 (J RtzGerai^ 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Plenty tte these ha»a wary m spectah to teams, and touagamst the ftetd are Etewteon Btou, 
Flying In s tr u ct or , Down The Fell and TffiEBHOOK- French toport Edredcn Bteu. mate 
the l^iy M the fleid and the one with more scape than most has raaly come to himself 
with wins al Ltecestoc Kempton end Sandown. getting bettor with each nn One S^ht 
blemish may be that those wins were al on right-hand tracks and he had junped marked- 
ly right throughout at Chepetow (toft hand. I<a today) first time out Flying Instructor was 
a good fourth to tost yeerb Arkfe and was also gong wel whmi he M at Atotrea. TNs 
couid bo Ns ttoie of year end he is to good heart at present, winning impresteveiy at Hay- 
dock and bemg urtucky not to k0om up te N o wb u y He latest eftort wee a good »f*d 
behind to-iorm pair Evan Flow text Momato Forte over two and a half mlas at Haydock 
and he seems to prefer this better ffouid. Dorm The Fe9 came good at Atotree last year 
and. having run so we* against VBctog FlagsNp (tovte w eig hts ) and Lota Dorset (roc IDto) 
uiaottyouta at Wetherby over Ch tt s b wa a. and )ust rrtssed o*a to Cumbrian Challenge 


54 22-11F SNOW FALCON (219) (D) (Fatam 3ynrfcas( Tfeteto(H) 563- 

6 23ft LEGAL RIGHT (28) (ktaJten ktogna) J J CTNelS 63 

6 -ff>36 RACKETBALL p)(D) (lAs 6 'firtn) N TwetovCtiiite 5 6 3 — 

(7 222 BAHAMLAN KFflGHT (22) (B^ [LiCtoWl Ski* M Hm 5 6 1 

6 4/2-02 BLESS IE SGTBt (12) (&^ Partnes) R Item B V 0 

6 230C3 THVIAW(36 UPMcMne) FSs 7 y(tflBOQ_ 


..CODeyw 
-CF _ 


20 MSB WPPHtHffi)(ig)(D)?3I^Mr)RSrpSQnB60.. 

21 6-16 8QJVAR1TA p 8 ) (D) ( 8 F) (G Hited) G Hutted 5 00. 


' 60 . 


22 OflPP LE KHOUMF (47) (D] (G Moons) J I 

23 P 661 LINE OF CONQUEST (2S) (Dimas C A Jonsa|RHodgn 8 DO- 

31 2-162 TOSHBAlALK(t2)(fodtoa(UQIi4B3BaneOO 

25 2T8Q TOTAL SUCCESS fll) (S Rdsb) T Vbhh (H) GOD. 


.F II Barry pq 
-JCAfapmu^ 
— R Thornton 


-MrS Dura* P) 

-TPTNecy 


m 1166 GUTTER8XX (34) (CD) (BCE Stoefc Ufl P Esora 6 O 0 B 

Z7 4t60 RANGSt 8U3AIE (47) (D) (G Rom) G Reno G O 0 RFarmnt 

2B 3M00 SEAG0D(F*J(M£»iLjQMChapm*i7O0 WWMMngten 

- 28 deotored- 

Uirwnuni weight: 100. True tiwfcsp refcrts: Ban Me Soar M T3t>. rxfm 9te 13b. tifpu fad 
tot I2fci Stenwr* BP Ufa te (Acute M 1 lb. Li* Of Ctnpmt Bar 9b. bshfea We 8H 41^ 
Stows ar 4b. GtAteridga aa 4B. fengar Sqom far Saa Gad 7U Ob. 

BETTB4G: »4 Btewtag Wlod. 10-1 Tk|anL 12-1 Logte 14-1 Adrecte, Bane Boy, Pteydamm, 

16-1 1* Ferny. Natnwafi, Nontea Princa, 20-1 LDpare, Wshstera, RadotteB, Bar Rage, 25-1 
BteambmKiilghL Btemertta, Sanw Falcon, 28-1 Desert Mouftalrt, 33-1 atoms 
69T Bams Bey 8 D 6 R OiMKdy W-1 (N Henderson) 20 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Bron tdmvtng tor the dftference to pound compered to Saturday. BLOWING WIND to 
stl going to take a lot of otopptog after the manner 0 ! hta defeat d SateerS Reatoi end 
Nahramal to Sandownfc knpmtal Cm TWo out he was gotog toe e winner end ha strode 
ngfrt awey once given his head after the tost Last yevta wtoner Bama Boy has had a 
nwad preparation and Tkgml has a good chance of overturning tort form witi the 81: 
he haa tor just over Bve lengths. The Irish chalenger hod rut wel whan edging out tee 
front-Tunritog NahrsmaS (2b better to) fcr thtd to Nevtouyb Tote Gold Trophy Atorocot, 
feu tonfpns behind Nahrarwta at Newbuyi could not be ndad ouL and neither could ID 
Percy, who brof® a blood vsasef to toat race Mr Percyb two previous wtos had been 
here and he to very much a course apec&flsL Star Rage, wtoner a ( this race two years 
ago, cortnxa Ngh to thehantecap He has a reasonable pta far the ft lengths he fin- 
ished betand Mr Percy here to November but d to UOpera. 2b better to tor running Mr 
Percy to a neck the kteowtog month, who has the best chance ol reverteng the form. 

“ ' ctkMK BUIWMG VWO 


Kexham 


HYPERION 

225 Centaur Express 3.00 Sniper 3^5 
Storm Call 4.15 Redsway 4^0 Peter 
5^5 What Jim Wants 


.TRted 


« P««l WrtBUlBO«HT(681l3 

7 500R) RJ9LC WAT (9) B 11 3 51te|8orf 

B F0WDB1 PRM(9) 766 GFR)*' 


OOMG Si! Weary h pbcesl 
• LefMasl tnaulatn ause Hm te 250m 
a AUtSSOlt CM) IS ftddodi OS (QW» M CAR PARItRe* 

■ LEAOBIQ JOCKEYS R Gatet 3« (6ftR N Betety 638 ptfim 

THeeflG-B7IO05*HGmlBT»71 |H1V 

i(WfouRnai5MirD63v „ , _ 

BLBKEHB) HRST TIME: W»d Oudook P351 MOchH PS 
Soto Barton HQ 


225 THREE PEES IN A POD NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 2m 110 yds 

1 ESDI (Sfl»fllE*PRESSBP81i6 

2 4GE HAlllfEBGS(7) (C0)(6F) 7 fl 0 -JRaW 

g « into fWKKUfil lK«ltni7f1 D EC iltf * 

s 5WM SrisoNB flfta'--. 


-a Mcar^d - 

BE1TIMG: 1 l-BPireafea.»l Cetera BpmeL4-l HnN^SA 
fl-1 Eiteerar's Itootc. 2W Powder Me, 33-1 etas 

3.00 HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
£4,000 added 2m 41 110yds 
t tin DESBTT BRAVE (t3)B ft 6 

l MwsoonsEwnsnr 

3 IWF6 FaWUADSMI7)8tlS._ 

* STAGEFB0HT(B)7Tia_. 

5 PP&Q SNOOK PONT (I) tint 

6 SOW SLTO SANDY (7) (p 11 Tl 1 DfteMT 

l JfSB KnW0BANnSfCD)66E RHcOtebp) 

a — te C Stony 



=r SwaplfiBL 


1-U221 PWBWLUEfl(D> 7 0O-- 

tan 


- ” -r wwuill BMB 

o wm cofiaBj(5«Hqac6 

ft 0434 16 Tie MAN (^76fi 

e -OTP avagr ouFKWP(77)BB2- 
a -tfao DESPfflATE DAYS (Ifl 960— 

'ISdadnd- 

'9a hx tenOto: OsspEaerft^ 9ti St. 

®nw:9.!a*m 1MDirartaire.W Fan (rate. 7- <8^1 

^»»DrtteCtw36w3aK^(todto«.)»1iifttt« 


JIGMn 

-FLtaryp) 
-Gtse 


3.35 HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3^00 added mares 2m 

1 JW2 QUICK MARCH (37)5 68 Nltewchl 

2 DHFV BROAD CUTUMK ffi(D) 9116 -MHIteteMnnB 

3 502220 HOTOS OOCE (33) (CD) 5 ft V Nttetaty(5) 

4 SOFO I1ADGE 6C3PLASH (6 8 11 5 EQto^an 

5 teoa-1 5ia«CAll|BJ(D)7113M IJw*wffl 

6 AMD- F6STWTHER6U)dB)W7ft1M Uaten ai MB 

7 PHEW F*USraUCELAi>Y|a569»11 TNagR 

8 Q2223P ONE STOP (7)569 — — 9Mr 

0 -6CPP MQ STTMHT EP(1R jt))SC5 WOoetoa 

6 004TC ALLBfflECKp3)8S0. — 

ft 530)4 DFU1D3NMAM8O0 _ 

6 OFBGBS MEAD0NLECX(5^ 9 60. 

6 -axw cffijffrSLpm SCO 

hue rm Are AnlHpeeMrOuttreiMliBi 
totter in QMNft 

t M Store CM. 7-at^ Beta, ta«*. 7-1 


(67113 

L(i6sna 

IBI (7)5113 i 


EOTOftMacnat 

OM StoftB-1 DnredBeae. «-1 Madga fcSqtwt, 144 steam 

4.15 NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 3m 

t P3BM BAUtMTOW6ff3 — EWtotfoe 

2 6am BRMD9BnW9TBin71l3 Mfl 


3 DPD3P CMB=CHPnES5ft3- 

4 «MB B9CA»7ft3. 

s pppre nuRSB sussorflgii3- 

6 BO WTTLOOa£^7H3 

7 P UFFEYLANE(765 ft 3. 

8 CPSW MAnCHM 649113 MKI 

9 A0033 M0tl£B*TP)7113 

6P62EFD MONOTOTT D) 5 11 3 
ft 2 FBJSWO (41)7 9 3 
6 (HER) ROYALaTOCE- 
6 M5M BW OF 91®. 

It 84U SPHNOEAlDeBI 
6 OMPD GAAIA BARBARA 6) 766 
6 00 7WKLEBY8KffltA p| 7 B C 

77 3 DULAS 8A7 96467 

-17 

BEiniG: 3-1 CWH Bay; M SpH Of Stete, 94 RtaMO* tM 
BtoyMd, 8-1 MUdto 1M Chite Otepto, 2H stem 

4.50 HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5,500 added 4m 

) MFDI fiUlHtTlCXffoeOM Rtefiy 

2 83PF1 HUSSAR CASTLE ca 8 11 2 

3 MM PETER (7) 6710 Caj 

4 3982 8ffiKn(Q861 



5 PHE33 MWE RABBI (S 9 DO SteykrflB 

8 BED nEW BANK (6) 8 60 MCBraarA 

7 P654- ABBET LAUP (387) 9 8 0 NFrokr 




AfetaomeigM Mtt ketondtopvetfttAacteRaite'telSb 
KUy SaterSMtto Atoey lam ter (Nb 
BETTtean hetKfetoB Onto, M SSraSBc*. State, 
6-1 Otey Bate, 8-1 ifeada Rtotet 39-1 ABbay Mop 

5J25 HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) 
£2,650 added 3m 

1 546F2 I0SWW64PRPF)66O — ■Doefeg(7J 

2 6SH TQPOnHaRrmACMG(5)(IB61lfiJGatoBS 

3 BOM SCAR»(l2)RMt7t3 ECvtogten 

4 PBZM toWrjM6MRS(t69ni RHc£M(6 

I 30(082 D0nBAASTBl[Hfl7ei Rf 

8 63320 BODY RREt(4B)(D) SCQ 
T DM WTOCHSBEUBtt8611W 

8 Om VBFRAN0pq(D)76V 

9 -8MP5 BEBRASE(E}86 
6 5DB4PD ManWWRASHA460 

-lOdKteto- 

BEnW& W Hreitwr. W ifte JbMtFl 



hg.7d DuthtoMa. drill liiUe lto,M Sarto. 10-1 eOm 


Lin^field 


HYPERION 

1^0 Don't Drop Bombs 220 tew «- 
hawa 2 . 55 Stoppos Brow 325 \ 

tal Max 4.05 PalacegateTbucti 4.40 

Artie Courier 5.15 Hen * Trigger 

...» a. . . • r. rt mi-aMiHp 


60W6: StandanL STAU&5L to-oute*.'Wt-i»* 
DRAW ADVANTAGE Low d to«* 

SSSS* 

1 50 AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP 
«V 1 (CLASS 

; m J tBJSSP" 


= »<» DW«aW®1(n)ffl)»92 ,h Cl 1 BaBrtffl3 

-t2dtotead- 

M lk»u RadL 1 14 DoA DnpBoMo, 8-1 Artar 
"•n. SMtoelAte T-l Mo^. 8-1 Mid 18 HL W tfMM 

^20 AMATEUR RIDERS’ HANDICAP 
DIV 2 (CLASS F) £2,500 added 1m 

; raw remym£H0) (07iir — teHtenanHj 

" SS® Wn.H7)(CJJ)4n5 KDBrtMtt 

■ 0K " GROOB560U)(iapH61l3_JtaJS*(5g 
NCHSAGA(iqM666 -JhaJMeaefflB 

HUStMG pi) (C) (9) 5 6 6 Jir J Cnteby ffl 4 B 

NEVER TMK TME (tq 5 6 6-* A Jrato PJ7 
VRDMVBmjREiiTI 6D8 tAVCooar(7)ft 


7 tDHS 



2^5 CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) 
£3,750 added 7T 

1 0050- SSHiAL SONG (U3)ffA« Oft JFEgtoA 

2 4B2I6 JUSTtDU (5(03)4 60 08teto«yp?IV 

3 -53451 nare0ffi)p^fcq596 KMtoM 

4 own WU»piHC)596 ADtolfflO 

5 -4M2S STOPPES BROW P9j (C) (H 6 B 8 ACtek7fl 

6 06051- SOYETD*ue!(i36)597 jMWgtel^5 

- ! EUEHOKR^ (0)695 DoteteilS 

WaSHWHOROOG B DIMM 3 

AMteteteyns 

,,^«936A(«lD^fr12B 

.. r[D7)4S0 G8etewOH 

6 64400 TW©flWrrtn)4B6 PDanS 

6 nas JU8TAN0IlOTiewn3BflJla>te««l1 

N 05 CEWHUW3E 08)387. TAMbyl 

6 I E« C»mWTII«7(«^3B6 NDay2 

-Udoteiad- 

BETnrtfc7-a*tolfld.«hrtDaad 1 C*teFlfitolMlfcl- 
bn. 7-1 Sortel DraeOK 8-1 Skypn Bm 18-1 earn 

3^5 HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 
added 5f 

t &SD HOBOMAGCPteW 09880 Wflprt 

2 flM31 WB51*LlM(N|aa390PtaOtotaBfttelffl6 

3 20500- lAAHGUSW (0)4 89 iltem2 

4 2020 WfSDCAL(t8)ffl498 AlfcCrtrgSV 


5 «800- CAP1AM CARAT (139(D) 71 8 


8 4881 UD01 BHE (6(09487, 


4B 

7 

480 0MHI3 

483 JUDqal 


7 -32B2 aSH 

8 83M GOODBYE G«rH8(R 

-itodnd- 

BETTMGiM KotodH^S-l 1^41 Mn ‘nSAtea.T-l La 
DofHDt, M Data Uqlc, 1M Cteteto (ted. M-1 tohoi 


4J15 CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,000 added 6f 

1 52433 EASt5WPR0Pf€T9{H!TO5CD JDe*y(7)8 

2 3BW3 fWACEaHETCWHTOfqaOO-PteseyfflSB 

3 3W54 VtiAGEWOWEffl R(D) 598— ACW 138 

4 -62903 NUUAGHttLUDBSeS JWtenr3 

s oaow piaieapowwsoa gbmmio 

6 0060- CNMM 088)490 ClratarAS 

7 0680 MSIB) RABBI P6(CQ) 690. 

5 38020 M6 BUNCO NSA 795 



S3S! 


9 Kay DBIMfrDnMSIYp 06 (C)<D| 894.21 . 

8 0320 ROCKY WATERS {SS}{CS) BBtL-PNoCtoap) 11 9 

B G9U0 JUKE (42)486 J Stoll 

6 4600b- OKM BAER (05) 6811 AltoteRl? 

6 40M0 MMGHTTacsra 488 09BMO(ya2 

n tcmsoeswEiaz AifcCa%ai4 

»WM:74 MnouiraAHEatom Pnttoto.7-1 PWi 

te.fOo Bkeco. RBdqtVbtos, 104 ItotoRMtf.tM atae 


4.40 LIMITED STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 1m 4f 

t 05-6 Abtf)0Uft(Z2){C0!39; 

2 (094 WDCCOUHBt (220)780 

3 2000- W9DC0UE8T (133) (CD) 490. 

4 2 ZZB QUETAROi ( 1 ^( 0)590 

5 S5VR0SSniUPp<9MSBR- 

EEmM: 11-10 Oelte Artti.M6jtoc Gate. H Arte Cwte; 
74 ArrakK 23-1 Unite Up 

5.15 HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7,750 
added 1m2f 

1 6400- wuncE(aq(cq 880 Jwafem(E)9 

2 0EE3- 0PfflAB0FF[M7)R7O9 AOtClAyBI 

3 6 - K 0 RTfBMBlS 9 K(WI) 4 B 1 l KUel 

4 933a fflBWGGB? M(C0) 799 JfttoiBB 

5 -5000 7HREADKffil££)(CD)599 DHntoa 

8 4320-3 BAfDUH ML BUT (1^^0)899 JSM2 

7 B»X>- OtB 9B3RE (773)460 DlktetoT 

8 -2D0S nBWT(H|(C)BBB — £909*4(48 

9 3230 BONGUST(K)(CD)4B4 ACbdS 

-BfiKteed- 

BETIllGc 7-4 ttor Unn 4-t Open BM 81 Botin Hi But 
7-1 Naten Oesbg, T terwtirrrt a , io-i OgpnLW-l etins 





CHELTENHAM 

2JKh BUDOTMA3Wa,wbo ran 
his best race 30 far when beating 
older rival Road Rioer by. five . 
leogtbs in tbcGrafe_”jWuiDowoote 
Novices’ HunUe-averin on fast - 
ground aL Kempton- las time, has 
conditions in bis- favour today and 
looks sure to nm a hjg race. Zi- 
ftwhad comes inla tlnsTace un- 
beaien aver limber but migh t be 
best on soft grtra&u*^ Upgrade, 
who is soother who it proven an 
fast ground in smeoj^ran races, 
maybe a bigger dangpr. Ofthe&d) 
raidefs. Snow Dragon, icthe one 
(bon^it most liketyto be suitetTby' 
the provaffing condtions. 
mp 

225 : BUCKHOUSE BOY, who 
ran a tremeodoos race-to. beat. 
Qyaart (41b better off today) by i2 

leng ths in the Grade Thro flemDe- 

«hnm Limited Han&ap HuyiSe 
over 3m at Kempton tan time, 
ryyyws into this race on. top of his 
farm, has conditions in his favour 
Bgafn and looks well worth fin 
each-way bet. Paddy** Retam, 
hogeJy impressive on soft ground 
in the Long Walk Hurdle over 3m 
If 110yds at Ascot in December, 
was a bit disappointing when beat- 
mi by Ocean Hawk in the Premier 
Long Distance Hurdle over ^n 7f 
at Haydock last time but should re- 
verse those placings here, and 
should not mind the ground. He is 
the obvious danger. 


HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


US GOBALLcsin^ fimrih to Mr 
Mulligan in this, race fast year. 
kwkfidbeUertuaQeverwitenham- 
nKiing Strong Promise in the Jim 
Ford Chal u ngeCupat Wincanton 
last time, and; wiihlhc ground dry- 
. ing out, looks a goqd cainwy beL 
Sec More Basioess has gone irom 
strengiht-'r* , nigth' this season, but- 
IheXing George. VI Chase winner 
is art the most Suemof jumpers 
and all the farm Lhal has made him 
favourite for this race has been cm 
soft ground. Dorans Pride, third in 
this race last year, six lengths 
ahead of the selection, came back 
to his last time out to win the 
Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup in 
Leopardstown but is another who 
&. best .in the mud. Others who 
might ran a big race on the ground 
are: Barton Bank (second last 
year). Con Mot Be Better and 
Addington Boy. 

OOQ 

3l55: FANTUS, winner of this race 
last year and sure to be filler for. 
his second at Wincanion last time, 
goes well on fast ground and 
should " gain be hard 10 beat. The 
progresnw Earthmover may be the 
main danger. 


First show 


Cheltenham — 2.00 . 

m C H L T 


7ta.a-r 

4-1 

4-1 

P-2 

03. 

Dtaapaur 

6-1 

6-1 

5-1 

5-1 

RtabovRurtte 

7-1 

8-1 

7-1 

8-1 

Buddy Mansi 

13-1 

■6-1 

7-1 

6-1 

C»y Has 

6-1 

6-1 

11-1 

12-1 

taaOnaty&aaa 8-1 

61 

13-1 

6-1 

Nanadfa 

6-1 

61 

6-1 

12-1 

upgrafe 

14-1 

S-1 

14-1 

S-1 

IMraeMi 

1W1 

14-1 

10-1 

&-1 

ThaReodinazB 14-1 

101 

14-1 

16-1 

Smxa Dragee 

6-1 

6-1 

201 

201 

Supply ft Donato 20-1 

25-1 

25-1 

25-1 

totega 

50-1 

801 

501 

33-1 

MEM 

33-1 

33-1 

501 

301 

Rofafao 

80-1 

501 

89-1 

SOI 

Scare 

80-1 

801 

401 

401 

VkrtD'Aaut 

50-1 

901 

33-1 

301 

Krii Glare 

66-1 

501 

501 

601 

RntiagDiCL 

88-1 

801 

68-1 

801 

HFirtirenttatoi 

801 

501 

801 

801 

AretireNtfd 

100-1 

68-1 

801 

601 

SategWeat 

801 

601 

10011001 

Tbu^iAct 

MOI 

601 

88-1 1001 

OStoW 

601 

601 

15011901 

SMaai 

1801 

1501 

18011501 

MbetcoeHtotM 60-1 

601 

1801 1801 


fateNwy a quarter to ota&fitogE, 1.Z3.4 
C -Cast H - total >« L - latatoa T Otto 


Cheltenham — 235 


Haa 

c 

H 

L 

T 

BaMy* Hetom 

108 

158 

7-4 

7-4 

Ocean Keek 

4-1 

M 

4-1 

4-1 

BuchbeureSoy 

8-1 

7-1 

8-1 

Ol 

Mghtyltore 

8-1 

102 

7-1 

Ol 

SpaodUmyra 

Ol 

7-1 

8-1 

9-1 

CooNMictoCR 

ioi 

B-1 

IOI 

7-1 

Gyrert 

7-1 

9-1 

7-1 

IOI 

PrtecaM 

14-1 

12-1 

14-1 

S-1 

WwWfli 

301 

25-1 

25-1 

301 


fiaefmaya qurar to cdtte ptoto r, Z 3 
C- CM H - VOaai Ht L • ItftaDta^ T - -BAs 


Cheltenham — 4.30 


Hone 

C 

H 

L 

T 

Tktoimak 

Ol 

7-e 

7-fl 

7-4 

Bteadra Btoi 

7-a 

Ol 

M 

Ol 

Ffytag totouctor 

8-1 

7-1 

Ol 

7-1 

Down The FeS 

14-1 

61 

61 

11-1 

toitamtap 

61 

61 

61 

14-1 

BoragaataBoy 

14-1 

61 

IOI 

61 

Ttaelfen’tw* 

IOI 

61 

61 

61 

Curtate Qtal 

201 

201 

201 

61 

Inrite Jortwy 

201 

201 

201 

61 

Ugtentag Lad 

61 

61 

61 

201 

MtotorOddy 

201 

61 

201 

201 

Natyaari 

201 

61 

61 

61 

Sottomtokre 

201 

61 

201 

201 

GmOnDtaart 

2S-1 

201 

201 

201 

Nfareet 

201 

25-1 

S-1 

201 

feted 

201 

201 

25-1 

201 

HOUfcK k 

401 

301 

401 

401 

Fabricator 

88-1 

1001 

801 

601 

NteMtoSttr 

1801 

1501 

15011801 


bchmy a Quarter tm adds, pBem. 1.2.3.4 
C - Cent H -Wfem « L- LaifentoA T -Tito 


Results 


2-1 


CHELTENHAM 

MO: 1. FRENCH HOLUT (ATTnrnton) 
I fav; 2. Ibrboy 8-1:3. Cloane Bridge 
8-1 18nm. W, 2" A. IF Murphy. AteMefwn). 
Tbfe: £2.70; CtSQ &9Q £200. DF: Efioa 
CSF:£t35&f | ft Knock Leadee Trio: £33L5a 
2JS: 1. ONE MAN (B Henteig) 7-2; 2. 
Or Royal 7-2; 3. Lord Dorcet 50-1 8 ran. 
5-2 fav Aak Tbm (BthL A, 5 (G Rlchanto 
Greyfaokal TWk JA20; £150 EV4Q SAOQ 
DF: £88Q CSF: £1404. 



. — j Darey- 

da^‘ik Y<- (Mrs J Raraden, IrMrlTMe: 

E1690; £370, £87U B430. £Z3Q DF: C3O0Q 
CSF: E20&45. THcast £2,11176. Trio: 
£254350 

&A5: 1. FLOW DA PEARL (R Dun- 
woody) 11^ far, 2. Escartoitoue 9-1; 3. 
FWIp 9-1 10 ran. I'A. a (W MuSra. Cto- 
sutton, Co CariomA TWe: £2.10; EV40, 

£iaa £ 2 *L DF: 0470 CSF: OS 9 TMo: eiraa 
4J0c 1.¥«AI6}B«4G LIGHT {MrRVteN- 
lay) Ori ; 2 . TtoAsetoefiBrougM 26-1 ; 6 Ibr- 
dufl express 7-1 24 ran. 100-30 tav 
Fariatei V ptaxigM down! IE 7 (Cap} T 
Forster, Downtonl 6MK E12J5Q: Ea8a 
fTHq £ 27 G DF: CBSSU CSF: C 1 B 770 . Trto: 
£976401 Aft lobby Bank, 

MS: t. SUPER COM (N Wfenwrt 7-1 ; 
2. spariqr Gayte a-1 tar. 3. Monnafc Ports 
5-t 14rm.avA.(RL8aPreStetar»).Tbta: 
EOT: mft etm £2sa ofTS^bo. csf : 
£2756 TMC8BC CTQ34 T«a CITOft 
SADtl.ALEXANDBI BANQUET AAR 
WU84 9-1; 2. Joe Mae 64 fav; 3. Frantic 
Ttei 8-1 26 ran. zv^ z JVV MU& 1 S. Ctoaut- 
106 Cn Cteta« 4 . IMk JJiaW; E 3 JU Cl 5 a 
£286 DF: ESOa CSft E223& Tho: E473G 
■I w kl Wff ' £4451421 

Ptecepat £ 2 W 4 a Qu 8 «S»t Eseatt 

Ptoca & D207& Pteee 5: £3020 

HUNTINGDON 

1-50: 1. S5ZE THE DAY (Mss M 
Coantee) 4-1 tor; 2 . Weekend Weaker so* 


CS R !gZBL 5QTMcMt £244557 THa: not ran 
AR Viafan et BMdoftL 
MK 1-OLO ROWEL (D Ge ti ap f o) 1-2 
toe 2- Lon! RMdrid 9-L 3. neat s-l 
18 1 % (D Ujrr» Smith. 

Lantitaum). Tbto: gtTO; mq £24q i 
DF: £70 CSF: ££35. Trta; £33fla 

2£&i.SA«BiofiaxoyGdBsteft)7-4 
tar. 2. Hardy Wea ther 14 - 1 ; 3. Bay Laagb 
2 - 1 10 ran. t a (N TWiswKJavtes, Owf- 
tenham).7bte: £230: £12(1 Ertflti £160. DF: 
£3590 CSF: £3*45. THoto: £SQ0E .Iha 
£B3G Mb -EtocherTy. 


Cheltenham — 3.15 

H L 


Dunns Pride 

114 

02 

114 

5-2 

See Mora BUtoe»7-S 

7-2 

74 

74 

Cthoroo 

7-1 

B-1 

7-1 

Ol 

Rood) Qua* 

fr-1 

Wrt 

O. 

61 

ten* Bay 

8-1 

IOI 

ftM 

IOI 

AdteatenBny 

14-1 

61 

61 

61' 


61 

61 

101 

61 

GdMMc 

61 

61 

61 

61 

CliiilimnnrOu Luc28-1 

ap-» 

_61 

61 

Coal Dam 

201 

2D1 

61 

201 

Bote Bate 

61 

61 

61 

61 

Cotetot Ba Bettor 401 

61 

»1 

40-1 

Stonily Datetan 

33-1 

61 

61 

61 

SanorBBetedO 

401 

61 

61 

61 

Stott Rate 

$01 

MO-1 

61 

61 

Inflreltete 

1501 

161 

161 161 
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Man of the moment: One Man, ridden by Brian Harding, returns to the acdaim of the crowd after wanning the Queen Mother Champion Chase at the Cheltenham Festival yesterday 


Reports, page 30 and 31; photograph: Feta* Jay 
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Middlesbrough win the race * 
to sign troubled Gascoigne 



ACROSS 

American person consid- 
ered for selection by inde- 
pendent manufacturer 
(131 

Arm in brace, having suf- 
fered injurv (7) 

Where oldf Italians were 
buried, under the moun- 
tain ash (.7) 

Girl with stony heart (5) 
Liquid gum application? 

W> . 

Member of secret society 
getting Maff to accept note 

kun of lode for batsman? 
(9) . 

Give wrung directions, af- 
ter iniiial failure of com - 

K <5?(9) 

:sirc old soldier has to 
follow commander (51 


Characters from Penh 6 

make out in Euxodisncy, 
for instance (5,4) 7 

Travelling light, heading 
far Sydney next? (51 
Paperwork involvea in re- S 
turning a DSS remittance 
initially maddens one (7) 9 

Pungent compound pro- 
duced by American doc- 15 
tor, one used to coat 
nickel (7) 16 

Tup actresses seen in role 
of rcnthcsilea?(7.6) 17 
DOWN 

Bloom — character taken 21 
from Greek mythology (9) 
Make one foreign article 
which contains it (5) 

Heal unir originally tested 22 
on Channel Island (5) 

Not sensible to have 23 
redpc primed in “bold"? 

(9) 


Itchv palm possibly associ- 
ated with flabbiness? (9) 


Italian city that Is besieged 
by Poles should lead to an- 
swer (5) 

Living quarters in settle- 
ment (13) 

Bat seen late in the 
evening? (13) 

Rude man is jostling child 
care assistant (9) 
Procedure which maybe 
cut (9) 

Humorous clergyman ap- 
pearing in a bow? (9) 
Home from home, per- 
haps. for English cricket 
learn supported by the 
French (5) 

Village artist one’s seen in 
Koala Lumpur (5) 
Hesitant, vaguely idiomat- 
ic “eiao", perhaps, taking 
leave? (5) 


By Alan Nixon 

MIDDLESBROUGH are to 
unveil Paul Gascoigne as their 
new£3m signing today after se- 
cret talks over the last 48 hours. 

The Rangers and England 
midfielder is set to join Bryan 
Robson's promotion-chasing 
team and Coca-Cola Cup fi- 
nalists. He could make an ear- 
ly appearance, even possibly 
against Norwich on Sunday. 

The transfer fee is based on 
a down payment with a large 
proportion made up in appear- 
ances to cover Middlesbrough 


because of Gazza’s injury prob- 
lems, Gascoigne has been trou- 
bled recently ty a calf strain and 
a hamstring injury at Rangers 
with reports that he has also had 
a stomach problem. 

Those handicaps cost Gas- 
coigne his England squad place 
on Monday when Glenn Hod- 
dle also gave him a warning 
about bis fading World Cup 
chances. Since that decision 
talks between Gascoigne’s 
agent, Mel Stein, and Middles- 
brough have been stepped up. 
Stein bad been at Middles- 
brough last week where news 
broke of a deal with Crystal 

Ptiana, confir ming that Rangers 


would let their wayward star go. 

Gascoigne was believed to be 
at a secret location in Tbesside 
last nigh t awaiting a press con- 
ference at The Riverside today. 
Robson is a dose friend of 
Gascoigne and feels his influ- 
ence can bring out the best of 
him this season and beyond. 

Palace's prospective owner, 
Mark Goldberg, will be disap- 
pointed at missing out on a high, 
profile target with Gascoigne 
preferring to pick up hs career 
in the Nationwide First Division. 

The move south could not 
have come a better time. Gas- 
coigne was yesterday given a 
“very severe warning’' for his 


flute-playing mime during 
Rangers' Old Firm New Year 
match with Celtic. But the Scot- 
tish Football Association de- 
cided not to impose a financial 
punishment as Gascoigne was 
heavily fined by his dub. 

Celtic had written to the SFA 
complaining about Gascoigne’s 
actions and asked them to in- 
vestigate. The SEA deputy chief 
executive, BQl Richardson, con- 
finned yesterday: ’The execute 
committee have given the play- 
er a very severe warning that this 
product must not occur again. He 
has been lefi in no doubt that a 
repetition will result in very se- 
rious consequences.” 


Stein made it dear at the time 
that the incident occurred when 
Gascoigne was being taunted 
about his private life. According 
to Tony Higgins, the secretary of 
the Scottish Players Union, bar- 
racking from supporters has 
reached an all-time high. 

“Basically the SFA have 
made it clear that will take it 
very seriously when players 
make gestures," he said. “That’s 
how the police view it as well. 

“Inns have a duty to behave 
themselves and be aware of 
their actions. Bull believe the 
level of abuse from supporters 
to players is higher than ever." 

More football, page 28 


Lee’s suffering ‘minor* compared with Swales’ 


FRANCIS LEE received only 
a taste of the treatment that 
drove the late Peter Swales out 
of Manchester City, according 
to the former Maine Road 
director Chris Muir, who stood 
shoulder to shoulder with his 
friend Swales as the campaign 
to bring Lee to power raged for 
months in 1993-94. 

“Thai campaign, in Toy view, 
killed Peter Swales in the end," 
Muir sakL “If Lee thinks he’s had 


it bad over the past few weeks, 
it’s just chicken feed to what 
Peter Swales had to endure.” 
Lee quit as chairman on 
Monday claiming the abuse 
from angry fans and pressure on . 
his private and business life had 
forced him out Lee's wife, GHL 
claims their lives had become 


hell and the abuse had upset 
their family. She said: “It gets 
to you in the end; you say you 
don't listen or read about it, but 
it's hard.” 

However, Muir, now a 
director of Blackpool and a re- 
tired businessman, says be saw 
worse alongside Swales m the 


campaign that brought Lee to 
power four years ago. 

He added: “Compared to 
what Peter had to contend with 
this has been nothing. What 
happened to Peter was a dis- 
grace, what Francis Lee has had 
to cope with is minor. 

“When the cam paign to oust 
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Peter was at its height, fans got 
into the nursing home where his 
mother was being looked after 
and caused trouble. His home 
was attacked, and fans spat in 
the face of his wife Brenda when 
she was out shopping." 

Both Lee and the “Forward 
with Franny” group disassoci- 
ated themselves with, and 
condemned, the abuse Swales 
suffered before Lee took con- 
trol in February 1994. 




real menace 


chelsea vs real betls from 7:30pm tonight on 



f*. - 




